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U.S. Department
of Transportation
Federal Transit
Administration

REGION IX
Arizona, California,
Hawaii, Nevada, Guam
American Samoa,
Northern Mariana Islands

201 Mission Street
Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105-1839
415-744-3133
415-744-2726 (fax)

Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson, F.A.I.A.
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
California State Department of Parks and
Recreation Post Office Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
Attention: Dr. Susan Stratton, Supervisor, Project Review Unit
Re: Metro Westside Extension Project

Dear Mr. Donaldson:
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in coordination with the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA or Metro), is pleased to initiate efforts
in the identification of historic properties and the analysis of effects on those properties for
various components of the proposed Metro Westside Extension Project within the Cities
of Los Angeles, West Hollywood, Beverly Hills, and Santa Monica, as well as within
unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County (near the West Los Angeles Veteran’s
Administration Hospital). This letter is to request your review and concurrence with
the Area of Potential Effects (APE) and to delegate the authority to consult directly
with the LACMTA.
Cultural resources identification and analysis will be prepared in compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, as required
by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, with regulations contained in 36
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 800, and applicable sections of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Project Description
The Metro Westside Subway Extension would extend the Metro Rail heavy rail
technology via Wilshire Boulevard from the current terminus of the Metro Purple Line at
Wilshire/Western Station or possibly via a combined alternative that would extend the
Metro Purple Line via Wilshire Boulevard and also extend the Metro Red Line from the
Hollywood/Highland Station to the Westside, potentially as far as Santa Monica.
The purpose of the project is to address the mobility needs of residents, workers, and
visitors traveling to, from, and within the highly congested Westside Extension Study
Area by providing faster and more reliable high-capacity public transportation than
existing services which operate in mixed-flow traffic.
This proposed subway

improvement will bring about a significant increase in east-west capacity and
improvement in person-mobility by reducing transit travel time. On a county-wide level,
the project will strengthen regional access by connecting Metro bus, Metro rail, and
Metrolink networks to a high-capacity transit serving the Study Area. The overall goal of
the project is to improve mobility in the Westside Extension Transit Corridor by
extending the benefits of the existing Metro Red/ Metro Purple Line rail and bus services
beyond their current termini near Highland Avenue and/or Western Avenue in Los
Angeles as far as Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica.
Alternatives
The Westside Transit Corridor Extension Alternative Analysis Report, prepared by
LACMTA was completed in January 2009, and is available on the project website at
www.metro.net/westside. This report identified four alternatives for further consideration
in a Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (DEIS/DEIR). The four alternatives
include the following two subway alignments alternatives plus the No Build and
Transportation Systems Management (TSM) alternatives:
x

Wilshire Boulevard Alignment Heavy Rail Transit (HRT) Subway (Alternative 1):
This alternative alignment extends underground from the Metro Purple Line
Wilshire/Western station to 4th Street and Wilshire Boulevard in Santa Monica
(approximately 12.5-miles in length). It has 10 stations and 1 optional station
(Refer to enclosed maps for station locations and names). The alignment is
generally under Wilshire Boulevard with various route alignments between
Century City and Santa Monica.

x

Wilshire/Santa Monica Boulevard Combined HRT Subway (Alternative 11): This
alignment alternative extends underground from the Metro Purple Line
Wilshire/Western station and from the Metro Red Line at the
Hollywood/Highland station to 4th Street and Wilshire Boulevard in Santa
Monica (approximately 17-miles in length). It has 14 stations and 1 optional
station (Refer to enclosed maps for station locations and names). This alternative
has two alignment options in the Beverly Center area. One option follows San
Vicente Boulevard from Santa Monica Boulevard to La Cienega Boulevard,
where it curves south and then west to meet the Wilshire Boulevard alignment.
The second option follows La Cienega Boulevard from Santa Monica Boulevard,
past the Beverly Center, and curves west at Wilshire Boulevard.

x

No Build Alternative: This EIS will also consider the No Build Alternative that
includes all existing highway and transit services and facilities and the committed
highway and transit projects in the current LACMTA Long Range Transportation
Plan and the current 2008 Southern California Association of Governments’
Regional Transportation Plan. No new infrastructure would be built within the
Study Area, aside from projects currently under construction, or funded for
construction and operation by 2030 by the recently approved Measure R and
identified in the LACMTA Long Range Transportation Plan. Proposed major
highway improvements affecting the Westside Extension Transit Corridor

between now and 2030 include completing missing segments of high occupancy
vehicle (HOV) lanes on Interstate 405 (I-405) Freeway. From a rail transit
perspective, the No Build Alternative includes the Metro Purple and Metro Red
Lines along the eastern and northeastern edges of the study area. This alternative
also includes a rich network of local, express, and Metro Rapid bus routes that
will continue to be provided, with both bus route and additions and modifications
proposed.
x

Transportation System Management (TSM) Alternative: The EIS will also
consider the TSM Alternative which enhances the No Build Alternative and
improves upon the existing Metro Rapid Bus service and local bus service in the
Westside Extension Transit Corridor study area. This alternative emphasizes
more frequent service and low cost capital and operations improvements to reduce
delay and enhance mobility. Although the frequency of service is already very
good, this alternative considers improved bus services during peak periods on
selected routes.

For the most part, the various alternatives to be considered for the Metro Westside
Extension project generally traverse Wilshire Boulevard from the Metro Purple Line
Wilshire/Western station to 4th Street and Wilshire Boulevard in Santa Monica
(Alternative 1), and a second line extending west from the Metro Red Line
Hollywood/Highland Station via Santa Monica Boulevard to join the Wilshire Line in
Beverly Hills (Alternative 11).
Area of Potential Effects
A proposed project-specific APE was established in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.16 (d),
which defines an APE as:
The geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly
cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties, if any such properties
exist. The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale and nature of an
undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused by the
undertaking.
The proposed project-specific APE (see enclosed map) was delineated to ensure
identification of significant historic and architectural resources that may be directly or
indirectly affected by the proposed project and are listed in or eligible for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and/or California Register
of Historical Resources (California Register). The APE was established using
methodology consistent with those of previous LACMTA projects, in addition to
information and data obtained from the South Central Coastal Information Center
(SCCIC), agency records (e.g., City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, County
of Los Angeles Assessor, Department of Water and Power), and through historical
research (e.g., Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps).
For historic and architectural resources, the proposed built environment APE includes
all parcels adjacent to both sides of the proposed project alignment, including stations,

subway or open cut construction areas, and areas proposed for acquisition. In addition,
the APE includes areas that may be subject to potential project-related effects, including
visual or audible effects, and settlement effects that may result from construction or
implementation the proposed project. Additionally, the built environment APE
includes the boundaries of seven known identified historic structures, and one historic
district that have been listed in or evaluated and considered eligible for the listing on the
National Register. The built environment APE generally will not consider properties set
far back from the edge/boundary of their parcel (e.g., where there is a sliver impact);
entire complexes or rows of structures on a parcel or multiple parcels (e.g., shopping
center) - only the front row of structures are included in the survey area; properties
elevated high above the alignment due to topographic features; and, properties separated
from the Project improvements by frontage roads or large retaining/sound barrier walls.
Very large linear properties will not be identified or evaluated beyond the area reasonably
subject to effect by the Project. Rather, the identification and evaluation of these complex
linear properties within the APE considered whether the segment in the APE would be a
contributor or non-contributor to a larger significant property as a whole (should that
larger property ever be determined eligible for inclusion to the National and California.
For archaeological resources, the proposed APE includes the proposed at-grade and
underground right-of-way and/or areas of direct ground disturbance. The APE also
includes areas with permanent site improvements and areas for staging and temporary
construction activities. Most Pleistocene Age sediments within the project area that have
the potential to contain archaeological resources, in most areas, do not exceed a depth of
40 ft. However, due to geologic distortion, prehistoric sediment deposits, and early
historic period disturbance (trenching, tunneling, or structural foundations), the potential
for archaeological resources may be encountered at depths greater than 40 ft. Therefore,
the proposed vertical APE for archaeological resources extends from the ground surface to
approximately 100 feet below the existing ground surface. The proposed horizontal APE
for archaeological resources extends from the edge of the existing ROW to 100 ft on either
side of the ROW (100 ft radius), except in those areas where excavation, earth moving, or
staging will occur beyond 100 feet; in which case, those areas will be included in the
horizontal APE.
For purposes of this project, the survey identification efforts will be focused on parcels
containing improvements constructed up until 1968. Information regarding the date of
improvement will be obtained from Los Angeles County Assessor, historical research, and/or
visual survey. Properties will be evaluated for National and California register eligibility as
part of the project identification phase, as well as noting all previously identified
historic properties and historical resources.
Consultation Coordination
To the extent that it facilitates the review and approval process, FTA has authorized
certain experienced and knowledgeable agencies to consult directly with you in addressing
Section 106 requirements. In permitting this arrangement, agencies have been instructed
to keep FTA informed by forwarding copies of all transmittals to our attention, and
immediately contacting FTA on matters deemed to be of significant importance. Until
further notice, this authority is extended to the LACMTA for the Metro Westside
Extension project.

Previous scoping efforts have taken place and are expected to continue over the next
several months. On behalf of FTA, the LACMTA supported by its consultant Parsons
Brinckerhoff and sub-consultant URS Corporation, is currently contacting local historic
groups, Native American groups, and other stakeholders that may have an interest in the
project. The LACMTA has met with the City of Los Angeles, Office of Historic
Resources, and expects to meet with the other jurisdictional agencies and groups like
the Los Angeles Conservancy to address their concerns.
Please let us know if you have comments on the project description, APE definition,
methodology, or maps. If you or your staff is interested in a site visit of the corridor, we
would be pleased to accommodate your request. The LACMTA appreciates your
assistance in the preservation of cultural resources related to all aspects of their transit
system. If you or any members of your staff have questions, please contact Mr. Ray Tellis
of our Los Angeles Metropolitan Office at (213) 202-3956.
Sincerely,

Leslie T.
Rogers
Regional
Administrator
Enclosure: Draft Area of Potential Effects Map
cc: David Meiger, Project Manager, LACMTA

STATE OF CALIFORNIA – THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-7100
(916) 445-7000 Fax: (916) 445-7053
calshpo@parks.ca.gov
www.ohp.parks.ca.gov

01 November 2011
Reply To: FTA100816B
Leslie Rogers
Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Authority
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105-1839
Re: Section 106 Consultation for the Westside Subway Extension Project, Los Angeles County,
CA
Dear Mr. Rogers:
Thank you for your letter of 16 October 2011 initiating consultation for the Federal Transit
Authority (FTA) for the above referenced undertaking in order to comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its implementing regulation at 36 CFR Part 800.
You are requesting at this time that I concur with the determinations of eligibility and finding of
no effect.
Subsequent to the concurrence on the APE in September, the proposed project description was
refined and the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) was selected. The LPA consists of nine
miles of subway extension with seven new stations as shown in the maps attached to your
report. The LPA is the only build option under consideration for this project.
FTA has defined the revised APE for archaeological resources as comprising 100 feet on both
sides of the center line of the alignment, a 500-foot radius around the station locations, and a
100-foot radius around the Division 20 maintenance facility. For architectural resources, the
APE extends one property parcel beyond the above-ground LPA alignment for the station
locations and the Division 20 maintenance facility. The APE is shown in Appendix A of your
attached report. I agree the revised APE is sufficient pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(1)(a).
Within the APE for the project, 11 historic properties that were either listed or determined
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) were identified as well
as a portion of one historic district. Five of those resources were newly identified as the result of
field work for this undertaking. They are as follows:
x AAA Building, 1950 Century Park East, eligible under Criterion C
x Wilshire Beverly Center Building (Bank of America Building), 9461 Wilshire Blvd, eligible
under Criterion C
x Beverly Hills Porsche, 8423 Wilshire Blvd, Salinas, eligible under Criterion C
x 8400 Wilshire Blvd, eligible under Criterion C
x Los Angeles Country Club (South Course), 10101 Wilshire Blvd, eligible under Criterion
C
In addition, the stand of mature ficus and palm trees in the north-west quadrant of the
Wadsworth Theater were determined to be a contributing feature to the VA Medical Center
Historic District (11301 Wilshire Boulevard). The district was determined eligible for listing in
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1981 by the Keeper of the National Register under Criteria A and C. Also, the segment of the
AT&SF Railroad, previously recorded and determined eligible in 2000, no longer appears to
retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance for inclusion in the NRHP. At this time, I am
only able to concur with the determinations for the contributing landscape feature to the VA
Medical Center Historic District and that the AT&SF segment is no longer eligible. Insufficient
information was provided on the five other built environment resources precluding my ability to
concur with the determination. For concurrence, I need the following information:
x AAA Building, a discussion of how the building significantly embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a Modern-era architectural style including what those character
defining features are. Also in Section B10 of the DPR 523B form, the building is
referenced as the Ace Gallery Building which I believe is an error.
x Wilshire Beverly Center Building, again a discussion of the distinctive characteristics of
the Modern-era architectural style. Also it would be useful to know whether this building
was considered to eligible as a significant work of Victor Gruen.
x Beverly Hills Porsche, how does this building relate to other examples of automobile
facilities for the era and what are the character-defining features of a Spanish Revival
architectural style.
x 8400 Wilshire Blvd, a better discussion of the distinctive characteristics of Art Deco style
and how this building embodies those characteristics.
x Los Angeles Country Club (South Course), define the distinctive characteristics of a golf
course and significant golf course design and how this course represents those
characteristics.
The properties listed in Table 6-3 were determined not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. I
concur with these determinations. Until we have resolved the additional determinations of
eligibility I will not comment on the finding of effect.
Thank you for considering historic properties in your planning process and I look forward to
continuing consultation on this project. If you have any questions, please contact Amanda
Blosser of my staff at (916) 445-7048 or e-mail at ablosser@parks.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
State Historic Preservation Officer
MWD:ab

STATE OF CALIFORNIA – THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-7100
(916) 445-7000 Fax: (916) 445-7053
calshpo@parks.ca.gov
www.ohp.parks.ca.gov

8 December 2011

Reply To: FTA100816B

Leslie Rogers
Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Authority
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105-1839
Re: Section 106 Consultation for the Westside Subway Extension Project, Los Angeles County,
CA
Dear Mr. Rogers:
Thank you for continuing consultation for the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) for the above
referenced undertaking in order to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 and its implementing regulation at 36 CFR Part 800. You are requesting at this time
that I concur with the determinations of eligibility and finding of effect.
After our teleconference on November 4, 2011, it’s come to my attention that a total of 41
potential historic properties were identified in the APE for the undertaking and not 11 as
mentioned in my previous letter. Thank you for forwarding information regarding the additional
properties and the supplemental information regarding the 5 properties for which I specifically
requested more information.
Five of the historic properties are listed on the NRHP and the remainder was determined eligible
for inclusion in the NRHP as the result of this study. They are as follows:
1. Linde Medical Building, 10291 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, meets Criterion
Consideration G, period of significance 1962-63.
2. Century Plaza Hotel, 2025 Avenue of the Stars, Criterion C, meets Criterion
Consideration G, period of significance 1965.
3. Century Park Towers, 2029 Century Park East, Criterion C, meets Criterion
Consideration G, period of significance 1973-1977.
4. Union Bank Building, 9460 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1958-1960.
5. Ace Gallery Building, 9430 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1948-1950.
6. Glendale Federal Savings Building, 9450 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of
significance 1968.
7. California Bank Building-Sterling Plaza, 9429 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period
of significance 1929.
8. Fine Arts Theater, 9554 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance 1938.
9. Fox Wilshire Theater, 8430 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1930.
10. Johnie’s Coffee Shop, 6101 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1956.
11. May Company Wilshire, 6067 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1939-1940.
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12. Commercial Building, 5352 & 5354 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of
significance 1937.
13. Darkroom Photography Store, 5366-5354 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of
significance 1930s.
14. Commercial Building, 5410 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of significance
1931.
15. Tidewater (Getty) Oil Building, 4201 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, period of
significance 1958.
16. Pierce National Life, 3807 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, meets Criterion
Consideration G, period of significance 1967-1969.
17. Westwood Federal Building, 11000 Wilshire Boulevard, Criterion C, meets Criterion
Consideration G, period of significance 1966.
18. Glendon Arcade Shops, 1139 Glendon Avenue, Criterion C, period of significance
1933.
19. Westwood-UCLA Historic District, Criterion C, period of significance 1933-1940.
The following contributors were identified in the APE for this project:
x Lindbrook Village, 10830, 10836 Lindbrook Drive
x Courtyard Apartment Complex, 10840 Lindbrook Drive
x University Bible Building, 10801 Wilshire Boulevard
x Dracker Apartments/Lindbrook Manor, 10824 Lindbrook Drive
20. The Barn, 10300 Santa Monica Boulevard, Criterion B, period of significance 19651979, meets Criterion Consideration G.
21. Beverly Hills High, 241 Moreno Drive, Criterion C, period of significance 1927 and
1939.
22. Perpetual Savings Bank Building, 9720 Wilshire Boulevard, period of significance
1962.
23. AAA Building,1950 Century Park East, eligible under Criterion C
24. Wilshire Beverly Center Building (Bank of America Building), 9461 Wilshire Blvd,
eligible under Criterion C, meets Criterion Consideration G, period of significance
1960-1965.
25. Beverly Hills Porsche, 8423 Wilshire Blvd, Salinas, eligible under Criterion C, 19201935.
26. 8400 Wilshire Blvd, eligible under Criterion C, period of significance 1930-1940.
27. Los Angeles Country Club (South Course), 10101 Wilshire Blvd, eligible under
Criterion C, period of significance 1897-1960.
After reviewing the information, I am able to concur that the above resources are eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. The properties listed in Table 6-3 were determined not eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. I also concur with these determinations.
FTA has determined the undertaking will have an adverse effect on one historic property: Ace
Gallery Building. As the result of the project the building will be demolished to accommodate the
Wilshire/Rodeo station entrance and construction staging. All of the other historic properties will
not be adversely affected by the project. I concur with the determination of effect for the project.
Thank you for considering historic properties in your planning process and I look forward to
continuing consultation on this project with preparation of an agreement document addressing
the adverse effects. If you have any questions, please contact Amanda Blosser of my staff at
(916) 445-7048 or e-mail at ablosser@parks.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

Leslie Rogers
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January 3, 2012
Mr. Leslie T. Rogers
Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administrator, Region IX
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650
San Francisco, CA 94105-1839
Ref:

Proposed Westside Subway Extension Project
Los Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Rogers:
The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) received your notification and supporting
documentation regarding the adverse effects of the referenced project on properties listed on and eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based upon the information you provided, we have
concluded that Appendix A, Criteria for Council Involvement in Reviewing Individual Section 106 Cases,
of our regulations, “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR Part 800), does not apply to this
undertaking. Accordingly, we do not believe that our participation in the consultation to resolve adverse
effects is needed. However, if we receive a request for participation from the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, affected Indian tribe, a consulting party, or other
party, we may reconsider this decision. Additionally, should circumstances change, and you determine that
our participation is needed to conclude the consultation process, please notify us.
Pursuant to 36 CFR §800.6(b)(1)(iv), you will need to file the final Memorandum of Agreement (MOA),
developed in consultation with the California SHPO, and any other consulting parties, and related
documentation with the ACHP at the conclusion of the consultation process. The filing of the MOA and
supporting documentation with the ACHP is required in order to complete the requirements of Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act.
Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to review this undertaking. If you have any questions,
please contact Louise Brodnitz at 202-606-8527, or via email at lbrodnitz@achp.gov.
Sincerely,

Raymond V. Wallace
Historic Preservation Technician
Office of Federal Agency Programs
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STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUP
Workshop #1: Summary and Topics Covered
Overview
The first set of Station Area Advisory Group (SAAG) workshops
was held in February, 2011 to discuss planning and urban design
for the Metro Westside Subway Extension as the project moves
into preparation of the Final Environmental Impact Report.
Purpose of the Workshops
The focus of this first workshop series was on conceptual urban
design issues at and around the station areas. The Metro
Design Team introduced SAAG Members (“Members”) to the
Station Planning and Urban Design process. The Members then
gave feedback about the station planning and design themes,
approaches, and tools that they wanted to see at their station
areas.

Workshop Schedule
February 22, 2011
Wilshire/La Cienega
Wilshire/Rodeo
February 23, 2011
Century City
Wilshire/Westwood
February 28, 2011
Wilshire/La Brea
Wilshire/Fairfax

Presentation
The workshops began with a brief presentation given by the
Metro Design Team. The presentation:
t Updated Members on the status of the Metro Westside
Subway Extension process.
t Outlined the goals of the SAAG design workshops, what they
will cover, and the role of the SAAG in the public input process.
t Presented the potential locations of the stations and portals
(entrances).
t Gave an overview of the key factors that were evaluated to
select the station locations and portals.
t Introduced the Station Planning and Design Toolkit, how it
has been used and how it will be used during the station area
design process.
Group Exercise and Discussion
Following the presentation, the Members gathered into stationspecific groups to discuss each station area in detail and discuss
local design needs. Members of the Metro Design Team moderated
the group discussions and documented the Members’ input. The
following pages outline the feedback collected from the SAAG
Members during the station specific break-out groups. In general,
the conversations focused on conceptual design strategies for the
station areas. Safety and station design character were two of the
biggest issues, along with strategies for integrating the station
into the neighborhood character, assuring existing and future
transit connections, and thinking about new development.
Visual Materials
To help facilitate the meetings and gather feedback, the Metro
Design Team presented the SAAG Members with visual materials
(maps, photos, precedent images, a board of design principles
and detailed design toolkit flashcards).

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Wally Marks

310-204-1865
wally@wnmrealty.com

Property Owner

Owen Smith

323-933-3301
Osmith1930@sbcglobal.net

Brookside
Homeowners &
GWNC

Liz Fuller

323-939-6193
zilfworks@gmail.com

Sycamore Square
Homeowners &
GWNC

Fred Pickel

323-937-7920
fpickel@wilshirenergy.com

Hancock La Brea
Homeowners

Dave Powers

949-863-4247
dpowers@breproperties.com

Senior Investment
Director, BRE
Properties

Tim Deegan

Td.td2007@gmail.com

Chair Mid-City West
NC Transportation
Committee

Wayne Sachs

1-213-488-0675
Wayne.sachs@prodigy.net
wsachs@sachslaw.net
310-278-0770
wahmanson@theahmansonfoundation.org

Lives near 3rd & La
Brea. From MCWNC

William (Bill)
Ahmanson

The Ahmanson
Foundation, Hancock
Park resident

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax station area
discussions:
Claire Bowin
John Darnell
Nikki Ezhari
Jay Greenstein
Chris Koontz
Nick Maricich

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
Top Design Issues
x
x
x
x

Design for the Future (TOD)
Station Character
Safe & Welcoming Station
Connectivity to Transit

x
x
x
x

o employees/residents of the area?
o beachgoers or Downtown visitors?
What do peak-hour users want?
Will the Metro building stay or be taken down?
Will Metro use the entire MTA site?
Are there any federal mandates on things we
need to work around?

1. Design for the Future (TOD)
x

x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Public/open space would be ideal in this area, to
provide a moment of respite, since three of the
other corners are already built out or are going
to be. Design something plaza-like or a pocket
park that can be shaped by others over time.
Create a little oasis, a chance to do something
different.
Consider phasing the uses for station area.
Station could be designed as open space
initially, and later be developed.
Design should consider the massing and scale of
development at other corners at intersection. If
site is built out, it could still include a plaza or
feature that is a moment of respite.
Think about the long-term and what will be
compatible with surrounding buildings.
Best use for the land (maximize ROI), could
evolve overtime.
There should be a more holistic, broad
conversation with city planning about land use
planning to inform design.
Proposed building on SE corner will be mixeduse building that has 40,000 SF of retail, the
rest is residential.
Existing retail spaces are underutilized. There
are vacancies now. Introducing more retail may
not be appropriate until market changes.
Look at the Ballston, Virginia Metro station and
the Wilshire/Vermont station.
Currently, there is lots of residential in the area.
How does the size of the Metro lot compare to
the Wilshire/Western Station? Members would
like to get a feel for the size.
Given financial pressures of the county, is the
corner piece more valuable? Is it possible to
preserve some open space?
Look at the open space from Beverly to Canon in
front of the Montage, and at Crescent 1/4 block
in from Wilshire.
Is there enough land to develop and still have
open space?
What else should fit into the "L" shaped space
on the Metro parcel in terms of parking,
amenities, etc.?
Who is the audience (projected riders) for area
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

2. Give the Station Character
x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

x

Architecture should highlight history of the area.
Try to incorporate the surrounding architecture,
neon lights, La Brea Tar Pits, archaeological
history.
The use of neon (style) is encouraged in the
Miracle Mile district. Design something "catchy."
Station should also be young, exciting, vibrant.
Consider what will be the character (of the area)
for the next few decades?
Whether adaptive reuse or redeveloping
something that captures the art deco, design
element should make a character statement (i.e.
tower at the corner).
La Brea is important stop because there is not
station for several miles. This station is gateway
to Mid-Wilshire.
Is there something to identify the concept of
this station as the gateway to Miracle Mile?
(Miracle Mile & Miracle Mile Overlay District).
Is there a name for the station other than the
name of the intersection (Wilshire/La Brea)? For
example: Miracle Mile East. Should there be a
"museum" subway stop?
Don't name plaza or public spaces after historic
people or other famous people.

3. Make the
Welcoming.
x
x
x
x
x
x

Station

Safe

&

Intersection is dangerous and needs to be
enhanced for pedestrians.
Pedestrian experience should be most enhanced
at the corner.
Entrance location/position should be comfortable
like the layout of the Wilshire/Western station,
but with more landscaping.
Landscape and add green space.
Design for things that could fit in other adjacent
facilities (i.e. vendors).
Create a visual barrier (i.e. planters) to protect
pedestrians from street to feel safe.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
x
x
x
x

Thought should be given to comfort (shield from
wind, shade from sun).
Provide interactive kiosks. Highlight the history
of the area.
A security kiosk would improve safety.
Plan for vendors (news, coffee) to add some
service for the riders.

Re: Signage
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Signage is critical.
Station needs lights and signage to show when
the system is open.
Signage should show the time of the
approaching bus/train.
Signage should show what is happening in the
area.
Signage should make it easy to orient yourself.
Station needs bus and other transit directional
signage (i.e. "Downtown" or "Uptown").
Signage should show local businesses and
associations.

Connect to Transit

Re: Pedestrians
x Having only one entrance may create pedestrian
traffic pressure.
x Wilshire/La Brea intersection does not feel safe
to cross.
x Sidewalks need to be wider.
x Crossing areas need to be more obvious.
x Intersection should be enhanced.
x Enhance the crosswalks to define a "gateway
moment."
x Consider colored brick and designs (e.g. Little
Tokyo) that can reclaim the intersection for
pedestrians.

Re: Bicycles
x Bicycles are an important component to design
for this station area.
x There are a lot of schools in area where children
ride bicycles.
x Bike rental would be good.
x Bike storage would be good.
x It should be easy to maneuver bike into and out
of the station (i.e. bike slide).
x There should be room in the elevator for
wheelchairs, bike, etc.
Re: Parking, taxis, drop off
x There should be flexible parking space for car
share or food trucks.
x Car share (Zipcar) could be viable, but given LA
car culture, maybe not.
x Taxi/shuttle space is needed and should be
located on parcel, not street.
x Queuing area is needed.
x Kiss n' Ride (drop-off/pick-up area) is needed
and should be located on parcel, not street.
x Drop off space should be integrated into the
station area.

Requested Materials/Resources
x
x
x

Demographics on station ridership.
TOD case studies and precedent studies.
Information on how to make the area around
the station better within a 1/4 mile radius.

Re: Buses
x Bus connections should be incorporated into
Metro parcel, rather than within the right of
way.
x North/south bus connection is lacking. This is
the direction people are going to be going to
and traveling from so linkages north/south are
key.
x Look at San Francisco for bus circulation layout
on site.
x What about transit/bus turnabout?

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Steve Kramer

323-964-7100. ext 0
swk@kramerlaw.biz

Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce

Evan Kaizer

323-931-6022
ejkaizer@sieroty.com

President, Sieroty Company

Fred Goldstein

323-857-6048
fgoldstein@lacma.org

LACMA
Alternate: Pamela Kohanchi

Jeff Jacobberger

323-646-3308
jacobbergerj@sbcglobal.net

Chair MCWNC

Shelley Wagers

1-310-384-9876
Shelley@wagersmail.net

Per JJ, MCWNC

Buddy Pepp

323-964-6356
bpepp@petersen.org

President, Petersen
Automotive Museum

Diana Plotkin

323-653-6254
plotkindi@aol.com

Beverly Wilshire Homes
Association
Bob Cherno, Alternate

Dr. Robert Newport

theholodoc@gmail.com

Carthay Circle
Neighborhood Association

Henry Miller

213-494-5753
HenryM@99only.com

99Cents Only Store
Marv Holen

Kevin Glynn

MMRA

Bernie Clinch

bernieclinch@gmail.com

Park La Brea Residents
Association

Adam Lev

323-692-5900
ALev@ratkovich.net

Ratkovich

Joyce Kleifield

323-370-1220
Joyce.kleifield@lausd.net

Bruce McCormick

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax
station area discussions:
Claire Bowin
John Darnell
Nikki Ezhari
Jay Greenstein
Chris Koontz
Nick Maricich

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
x

Top Design Issues
x
x
x
x
x

Station Character and Quality
Connectivity
Safety
Welcoming Station Area
Design for the Future

1. Give the Station Character

The SAAG members were concerned with the design
character of the station. General comments include:
x Design a "signature" entrance to the subway,
one that the neighborhood is proud of so that
people will take care of it and maintain its
quality.
x No cookie cutter station design. This station
should be "special."
x Architecture of station (and signage) should pay
tribute to rich architectural history in area.
x Architecture and design should not replicate the
past. It should be contemporary but rooted into
the past.
x The gold curve of the LACMA West is an
example of a beloved architectural detail that
predates LACMA and represents entire
neighborhood.
x Station design must be high quality. Designing
and incredible station will help boost ridership.
x Design character should reflect both the
neighbors and the institutions in the area. It
should be inviting to tourists, residents, and
employees alike.
x The identity should be more than "just LACMA."
x Brand the station as a cultural institution like the
Louvre Metro station in Paris.
x There is a good balance of public and private
spaces in the area.
x Park La Brea is very close to station and has
thousands of residents who will ride subway.

2. Connect to Routes and Transit

Re: Bicycles
x Bicycle safety and facilities are important.
x Bike lockers would be helpful for commuters.
x Create connections to bike routes to station.
x A bike share program would be an incredible
addition to station. It should be considered at all
stations.
Re: Pedestrians
x Crosswalks should be improved for safety and
attractiveness.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

x
x
x
x
x

Crossing Wilshire and Fairfax is dangerous.
Pedestrian crossings need to be improved.
Increased time to cross would be helpful.
Would it be possible to separate pedestrians
from vehicles for crossing streets with bridge or
underground tunnel?
Fairfax has very narrow sidewalks north of
Wilshire. Sidewalks need to be improved for
pedestrian traffic boost with subway.
Fairfax cannot take any more traffic. It is at
capacity.
Northeast corner of Wilshire/Fairfax has major
bus activity. Need sidewalk improvements in
area.
Could left turn lane on Fairfax be used more
creatively? Is this space used?

Re: Buses, shuttles, etc.
x There should be a comprehensive bus solution
that is coordinated with station. Buses stall
traffic on Wilshire. Could there be a bus lane or
bus cut out?
x This would be an ideal place for a DASH shuttle
or other neighborhood circulator to move riders
between station and other nearby activity
centers (i.e. Farmer's Market, 3rd Street, Cedars
Sinai, Beverly Center, Park La Brea etc).
x Consider bus and shuttle routes that connect to
station area, such as Grey Line Tour Bus that
runs down Wilshire.
x Zipcar or carshare would be helpful.
x Taxi stands take up too much space and will
slow traffic. Members do not want taxis.
Re: Parking
x Parking is a major issue. The streets cannot
bear more parked cars.
x Would it be possible for Metro to share parking
with LACMA? LACMA has a large garage and
different peak hours that Metro commuters.
x The Petersen Automotive Museum has abundant
parking.
x If portal is at LACMA West, could Johnie's parcel
be used for parking?
x Providing parking is a delicate balance of land
uses. Metro does not want to increase
congestion by having people drive to park at
station.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
3. Make the Station Area Safe &
Comfortable

x
x

x
x

x

x

x
x
x
x
x
x

Escalators and stairs should be completely
covered from rain.
Make sure the station is clean.
Provide security to prevent crime. Will there be
special security guards at station?
How will security be addressed for non peak
travel times? (Metro system is currently 21
hours).
Provide Metro staff to help in station areas.
Currently there are no Metro people working in
station to answer questions and help out.
Include phones in station that connect to Metro
staff to answer questions or report issues.
Simplify Metro fares and payment (round trip
option, smartcard?)
There is a homeless problem in the area.
Are there going to be public restrooms?

4. Make the Station Area Welcoming
x
x
x
x

x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Make the station "green." There are too many
barren concrete public spaces in LA.
Create an outdoor space that could act as an art
installation area to help activate space.
Any and all public art in area should be high
quality. Curator to maintain quality of art?
There should be a distinct marker in the public
space to help orient riders. For example the
clock tower in Grand Central Station (NYC) is
distinct; everyone knows where it is.
The street frontage character should change in
the area to be more pedestrian friendly.
Currently, many of the buildings turn their back
to the street and do not have pedestrianoriented entrances or interesting facades.
Buildings should be oriented to the street.
Create a welcoming area/plaza at the station
that will provide riders with information about
what to do in the area.
Add shade to station area. Make it comfortable
for pedestrians waiting for bus in bright LA sun.
Amenities should not all need to be
concentrated at station, but could be dispersed
around area to increase circulation.
Offer quick food stand or vendors near buses
and/or station for people who want to grab a
quick bite while waiting for transit.
Could there be food courts in the station or
concourse level?
Provide seating in station and station area.
Design seating to prevent sleeping.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

ADA facilities are very important.
Digital billboards should not be allowed. Station
area should not be 'Bladerunner-esque with
large, flashing signs like Koreatown. They are
distracting and unsafe.
Directional signage should not visually "clutter"
station area. It should be simple and clear.

5. Design for the Future

Re sustainability:
x Keep it "green." Design the station to generate
its own power and operate without consuming
resources. What about methane power? Solar
panels from LACMA roof?
x Design to conserve water. There should be as
much greenery as possible per drop of water.
Surfaces should be porous.
Re technology:
x Provide wifi in station area, station, and trains.
x Digital signage kiosks or stand could be used to
information into multiple languages.
x What about using voice technology to translate
information into multiple languages.
x Create an Metro iPhone app that will show train
schedule and other updated info.

Portal Location Feedback

Regarding portal locations, the Members noted:
x The portal should be as close as possible to the
intersection of Wilshire/Fairfax.
x The portal location should be located so as to
reduce pedestrian crossings.
x There is more density on the north side of
Wilshire than the south, so a north portal would
make more sense.
x The LACMA West portal option answers many of
the principles in the Toolkit.

Final Words

Before closing the discussion, the moderators asked
each Member to offer one final word (or phrase) for
to inform the approach to station planning and
design. The final words and phrases included:
x LACMA
x street life
x quality
x integrated
x sooner
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

less maintenance
safety
traffic amelioration
don't affect businesses
get it right the first time
connectivity
earthquakes
integration
shuttle buses

Resources/Requested Materials
x
x
x
x
x

Construction schedule
Construction impacts on traffic
Paleontology impacts and process
Seismic safety
Mitigation for disruption to small businesses

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Howard Fisher

310-556-4401 (home)
310-553-2000 (office)
HSF@howardfisher.com

Public Works Commission

Joyce Braun

310-557-1930 (home)
310-567-4514 (mobile)
joycelb@prodigy.net

Traffic & Parking Commission

Todd Johnson

310-652-2827
tjohnson@lawrysonline.com

General Manager, Lawrys

AJ Willmer

310-751-0082
ajwillmer@ajdj.com

Area resident. Proposed by
both City & Chamber.

Michael Blumenfeld

310-201-0515
blumenlove@aol.com

Area resident.

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo
station area discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Michele McGrath
Peter Noonan

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Top Design Issues
x
x
x
x
x

The Wilshire / La Cienega SAAG members
(Members) would like the station to be an
“iconic gateway to Beverly Hills.”
Safety and Attractiveness
Giving the Station Character
Balancing Signage and Wayfinding
Designing for the Future

1. Make it Safe and Attractive and Give
the Station Character

2. Balance Signage & Wayfinding

SAAG members discussed the importance of Signage
and Wayfinding at the station area. Their comments
included:
x Enough information / signage should be
provided so that visitors unfamiliar with the
area can situate themselves. Sometimes its
hard to see existing Metro stations.
x There should not be sign clutter; an
overabundance of signs and ads are not
desired.
x Appropriate signage includes:
o Wayfinding and directional signage:
when you come up the escalator and
stairs. These signs should identify the
following key areas of the Wilshire/La
Cienega Area:
 Restaurant Row – a major
draw
 Theater
 Downtown Beverly Hills
 Cardinal Directions
o Informational signage: station should
be clearly labeled to be seen both
from the street and the pedestrian
walkway.
o Pylon, station labels, a ‘You are Here”
map, nearby attractions, cardinal
directions.

The SAAG members felt that safety and attractiveness
are of upmost importance. Their comments included:
x Safety is critical at the station area.
x Assuring safety and attractiveness will help to
give the station character and a unique
recognizable identity.
x Metro should treat the station as an iconic
gateway that announces Beverly Hills.
x Depending on the amount of space that Metro
uses for the portal, the gateway concept may
be more integrated or it may be more iconic /
dramatic.
x Iconic public art or art that is integrated into
the urban design of the station, is a very
desirable component.
The sculpture at
Wilshire & Beverly is an example.
x Any and all public art in area should be high
quality.
x Perhaps the aesthetic of the station should
reflect the 1930s historic architecture that is 3. Design for the Future
characteristic of the surrounding buildings (e.g. The Members discussed the importance of looking at
how the station entrance area will change over time.
theater or car dealership).
Their comments included:
x Design should respect the historic character of
x It’s appropriate for the entrance to be located
the
surrounding
neighborhood
without
in a plaza at first and then morph over time.
mimicking it.
Wilshire / Western is an example.
x At the same time, uniformity and consistency
x Over time, the gateway station can be
of design throughout the station, above
integrated directly into part of a building.
surface and below ground, are important.
x More access and egress points into the station
x The importance of Restaurant Row as the
box are desired. For instance linkages across
original restaurant row in the U.S., should not
the street on the other side of Wilshire or La
be understated. This should be considered as
Cienega.
design moves forward.
x
Many areas around the station area are ripe
x Maintenance is a key factor.
for redevelopment. This is a major asset to
x There are no key vistas that need to be
development of the station area.
considered especially for the station area.
x
This is the gateway to Beverly Hills and will in
x Add shade to station area.
the future be more pedestrian friendly.
x The station portal is in the appropriate place
in terms of future development, character,
and use of the station.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
4.
Provide Access to Transit and
Connect Station to Routes and
Destinations

Members felt that various transportation streams
should be linked carefully in to the station. Comments
included:
x Taxi queuing is appropriate near or at the
station area, on La Cienega. There is already
some in front of Lowry’s, but having some
spaces at the station area, makes sense.
x Bus will be the primary pick-up & drop-off
method for people using the subway.
x Bus drop off and pick up should happen close
to, or directly at, the station area.
x Bus drop off and pick up should happen within
the right-of-way (most people in the group
wanted this option) or within a dedicated area
directly at the station to layover and wait.
x Shuttles (e.g. to and from Cedars) should be
considered.
x There are many existing shuttles in the area
and it may make sense for more to be
introduced that link neighborhood destinations
in with the subway.
x Bicycle lanes may be introduced in the future
and bicycle racks should be designed in to the
station area.
x Bicycle lockers are not desired.
x A bike rental program may be desired.
x Kiss & Ride might also be a good area. Dropoff is a simple solution, but pick-up is a bigger
challenge because of queuing.
x Connection to Beverly Center and Cedars Sinai
are critical. Consider enhancing these
connections
through
pedestrian
improvements, shuttles, lighting, signage and
other amenities.
x Parking is not desired.

x

x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x

The crosswalks at the intersection could be
enhanced. Gridlock prevents pedestrian
friendliness. Improving this would help make
the station welcoming.
The station area should not be a seen as a
gathering place, rather is should act as a passthrough.
Hanging out and loitering is undesirable.
People will travel directly to their destinatione.g. restaurant row, Cedars, businesses, bus
transfer, etc.
There should be bus shelter(s) with coverings
for the weather.
Food and vendors, along with seating areas
are not desired. This is a pass-through station
area, not a hang out spot. There are plenty of
restaurants and food options on La Cienega
and there will be in the future.
Do vendors take away from restaurant
business or do they help add to it?
Make sure the station is clean and wellmaintained.
Are there going to be public restrooms?

Requested Information/Resources

SAAG members requested the following informationx The size of the portal area that will be used.
x Station
security
regulations,
including
earthquake,
emergency
operations,
emergency operations.
x More information on property acquisitions,
management, and portal construction.
x Construction schedule and methods.

5. Make Station Welcoming
x
x
x
x
x

West on Wilshire and north on La Cienega are
important pedestrian corridors for lighting and
pedestrian improvements.
Gestural lighting is needed to compliment
gateway image of the station.
Some Members liked the new lights on La
Cienega, which are very bright.
Lighting and amenities should enhance and
reinforce the gateway aesthetic of the station.
Although the area feels safe, the intersection
should be enhanced.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Bill Wiley

310-247-7040
bwiley@2rodeo.com

General Manager, 2 Rodeo

Noah Furie

310-203-5454 (home)
310-310-954-1062 (business)
noah@bfcloans.com

Planning Commission

Jeff Levine

310-967-0022 (home)
310-358-3845 (business)
jeff@levinegroups.com

Traffic & Parking Commission

Kelly Pucci

310-246-1881
kpucci@gcomfort.com

Joe Tilem

310-273-3313
310-201-0083
mayorjo@aol.com

George Comfort & Sons
own Wilshire / Beverly
property
Former Mayor

Hermann Elger

310-860-7800
HElger@montagehotels.com

Montage Hotel, Joined by Jay
Newman, Athens Group (Hotel
Developer):
310-899-4184
310-963-8628 (cell)
jnewman@athensdevco.com

Tom Blumenthal

Geary’s

Victoria Natkin

Greta’s

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo station area
discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Michele McGrath
Peter Noonan

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Top Design Issues
x
x
x
x

x

Connectivity and Accessibility
Safety
Station Character (elegance)
Welcoming & Comfortable
x

1. Connect to Routes

The SAAG members are concerned about the portal
location and advocated strongly for a portal on the
north side of Wilshire. Members were split as to
how close the station should be to Rodeo Drive.
Some felt proximity to Rodeo Drive was critical to
the success of the station, whereas others felt it
should be moved east to avoid impacting the
"triangle" area during construction. General
comments regarding connectivity included:
x Pedestrian safety is a key issue. A majority
of the riders will be crossing Wilshire from
south to north side.
x Pedestrian routes from station area should
not change flow of traffic. There should be a
bridge or underground tunnel to connect the
north and south side of Wilshire to ensure
traffic is not impacted by streams of
pedestrians flowing from station. New
crosswalks are not favored as they will slow
traffic.
x Bus stops near the station need attention.
Businesses do not like bus stops in front of
their property because they are dirty, loud,
and gather trash. Metro should improve
maintenance around bus stops.
x The bus stop in front of the Sterling Building
is not desirable.
x Bus stops should be integrated into station.
What about a subterranean drop-off and
bus stop that is connected to station?
x Bike facilities should be organized and
located thoughtfully. Bikes should not be
locked haphazardly to street furniture, lamp
poles, and racks around station.
x Members are interested in the possibility of
special bike facilities, bike room, bike valet,
and/or bike vendors in the area to rent out
bikes to visitors.
x Bikeability is not a major concern for Beverly
Hills. The City does not want a bike route
along Wilshire. Santa Monica is being
considered for a bike route. The last Bicycle
Master Plan was done in 1977. The City is
looking into revising the Bicycle Master Plan.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

x
x

There is interest in a car share program
around station. The Planning Commission is
currently looking into car share and would
be happy to have it if there was an
interested vendor. Car sharing could
potentially use the City's parking garage.
Station circulation and drop off areas should
not affect Wilshire traffic flow. Kiss & Ride
or taxi drop off areas should be located off
Wilshire (along side streets or alleys).
Some members were interested in studying
a drop off lane in the alley behind ACE
Galley if ACE Gallery was used as portal.
ACE Gallery site would be a good portal
location from the construction point of view,
though it is not proximate to Rodeo.

2. Make the Station Safe

The SAAG Members are concerned with safety in the
station area and trains, as well as comfort.
Comments included:
x Safety is a must. Many people are carrying
around large sums of money in their pocket.
x Station should be well lit inside and outside
of station area.
x Retail along the ground floor of the station
area is key to make it an active, safe place.
Merchants add eyes to the street.

3. Give the Station Character

The SAAG Members are very concerned with the
character of the future station. They would like the
station to be "elegant", "classy", and “iconic”. The
station character should evoke the sense that riders
"come to behold" Beverly Hills. Comments included:
x Station should be "elegant."
x Station should be reflective of Beverly Hills.
x None of the existing Metro plaza designs
reflect the level of quality that is needed.
x Members do not like the "Metro look."
x Station design should be equivalent to the
subway station experience at the Paris
Louvre.
x Station should have a distinctive sidewalk to
Rodeo that is elegant and durable.
x Station should not have lots of vendors.
Riders should be directed to shop and eat in
area and patronize businesses.
x Station should have elegant landscaping and
special paving.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
x
x

Members are concerned with whether Metro
can maintain elegant materials.
Members do not want a station plaza.

4. Make the Station Welcoming
x

x
x

Station area should be sensory experience
(like Caruso Developments: the Grove and
the Americana). Members want visitors to
see, feel, smell Beverly Hills when walk out
of portal. This could include music, water
fountains, smelling high-end perfumes like
Giorgio Armani, etc.
Members do not want any advertising in
station area. Signage should be "muted" and
classy.
Station areas should have amenities to
make it comfortable such as:
 public restrooms that are well
maintained and safe
 drinking fountains
 benches for people who have been
walking/shopping all day. (Benches
should prevent people from laying
down and sleeping on them)
 wifi
 seating areas around station an on
platform to allow riders to rest feet
after
walking
and
shopping.
(Seating should prevent people from
laying down/ sleeping on them.)
 shade at station area
 air conditioning within the station
 maps and information kiosks around
station for wayfinding. Kiosks could
be interactive to show nearby shops
and restaurants.

Requested Information/Resources

The SAAG members requested the following
information:
x Factsheets of volume and demographics of
projected ridership.
x Cost estimate of building a private portal
entrance.
x Construction schedule, staging areas,
impacts, and mitigations.
x Studies of portal on north side of Wilshire.

Other Major Issues: Portal Location
The Members are most interested in creating access
to the station, which (to them) means, having a
portal entrance on the north side of Wilshire. The
group spent a lot of time talking about portal
locations. The group advocated strongly for Metro
to study placing the entrance on the north side of
Wilshire. The group was divided as to whether the
station should be close to Rodeo Drive or farther
from the "triangle" to avoid construction impacts.
Knock out panels are important for future
development to potentially connect to subterranean
garages.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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CENTURY CITY
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Carol Spencer

310-785-0619 (home)
Cc_neighborhood@earthlink.net

Comstock Hills

Steve Breuer

310-556-3386
sebnbb@sbcglobal.net

President Century City
Homeowners Alliance

Richard Harmetz

(310) 277-6505
Gratiano@pacbell.net

Tract 7260

Sarah Shaw

310-551-0077
shaw@jmbrealtycorp.com

JMB Realty/Constellation Place

Bob Hale

323-785-5100
bob@RCHStudios.com

Rios Clementi Hale Studios

Joe del Tuno

310-824-2200
Joe@woodridgecapital.com

Woodridge Capital/Next
Century Associates (Century
Plaza Hotel)

Susan Bursk

310-553-2222
susan@centurycitycc.com

Century City Chamber of
Commerce

Renee Watkinson

310-226-7400
Renee.Watkinson@cbre.com

CB Richard Ellis

John Goodwin

310-445-8457
jgoodwin@us.westfield.com

Westfield

Lou Marienthal

307-277-8032
loudena@pacbell.net

VP, Century City Homeowners
Alliance. Resident, Century Hill

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station area discussions:
Jay Greenstein
Eric Norton

Nick Maricich
Michelle Sorkin
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CENTURY CITY
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Top Design Issues

x

x
x
x

x

x

Design for a pedestrian-friendly future in
Century City; link in to the heart of Century City
Connect to routes and transit
Station Character
Safety & Comfort

x
x

1. Design for the Future

The SAAG members were concerned with designing
the station area to support a pedestrian-friendly,
mixed-use environment as a vision for Century City.
Questions and comments included:
x For so long, Century City has moved to a more
futuristic view of the city. Members want to get
back to getting people on the street. The
importance of designing a pedestrian-friendly
ground floor.
x Greening Century City Plan gives a nice
environment to walk in. Design should anticipate
an increase in pedestrians as a result of the
subway, an increase in activity at later hours,
and more businesses coming to area.
x The Constellation station at Avenue of the Stars
is in the heart and future heart of Century City.
This is the preferred location by consensus in
the group.
x Would a large increase in condominiums in
Century City area help support station?
x Does MTA have any legal land-use tools as far
as TOD concerned to plan for the future of
Century City?
x How far can we "push the envelope"? What
tools (development agreements/ multiple
entitlements) does Metro have to support TOD?
x Can the medians be used differently?
x The medians should "go away."
x The Greening Century City plan addressed
medians.
x Why not add portal entrances on the median?
x What is the size of the portal and area that
Metro needs for station function?

2. Connect to Routes and Transit

The SAAG Members advocated for safe, easy
connections to station for pedestrians, bicyclists, bus
riders, drivers, etc. Questions and comments
included:
Re: Pedestrians
x Need
pedestrian-friendly
interventions,
crosswalks, trees, lighting, wider sidewalks, etc.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

x
x

Can you extend a passageway underground to
the North side of Santa Monica Boulevard?
Crossing at grade is such a hassle.
Sidewalk is not large enough and should
increase in size in order to accommodate
pedestrian activity.
There should be bump-outs at curbs.
The intersection at Moreno is problematic for
pedestrians. This area is farther from routes
and transit, as well as farther from the heart of
Century City and is not preferred.
What about setbacks on street frontages?
How do you get more people into the station?
Shuttles? Other modes of transportation?

Re: Bicycle Facilities
x Most people traveling inbound on the Metro will
park their bicycles at their office.
x Most people traveling outbound on the Metro
will need some sort of bicycle storage.
x Interest in people wanting to use bikes is high.
x Consider bike connection from Pico to Motor
Avenue.
x Consider bike rental/share program.
x Include bike parking in surrounding garages.
Re: Parking, shuttles, etc
x There is ample parking in Century City ($190/
month as one example of cost).
x Century City is a major commuter location for
work. Employees should take transit, not drive
to work.
x How to integrate existing parking facilities with
the subway?
x Multi-modal planning is encouraged.
x Shuttle service for residents IS desired.
x Electric vehicle charging stations, bike-share,
and car-share are of interest.

3. Give the Station Character.
x
x

x

Station should have a balance between
consistency and uniqueness.
Station should have strong sense of visibility/
identity (i.e. you are "in a place"). It should be
an iconic feature and can embrace new
technologies and the modernism/future of
Century City.
Station entrance should be remarkable and
attractive. It should make a statement and
stand out.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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CENTURY CITY
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
x

x
x
x

x

Design can also gesture to or incorporate the
area’s history: studios, only one block away
from celebration of iconic moments in history
(i.e. Reagan victory, Apollo moon landing, Ella
Fitzgerald, 1984 Olympics, etc) at the Century
Plaza Hotel (designed by Minoru Yamasaki).
Materials can be used to commemorate the
history.
Portal entrance should be a place to "hang out"
given supportive uses which help to activate the
space (i.e. cafe, plaza, etc).
Design can learn from the "W" Hotel entrance at
Hollywood & Vine, which is very successful
because of the openness, color, width,
landscaping.
Consider iconic views/vistas: triangular buildings
and the Century Plaza Hotel on Southwest
corner.

Re Signage:
x Haphazard billboards and advertising are a
major concern. Station area needs specific
location/ design for advertising.
x Pillars and PAKs (public amenity kiosks) are not
desired (i.e. CBS Decaux).
x Don't want too many signs (no signage clutter).
x Need major directory which identifies major
buildings and where you are located.
x MTA pylon is difficult to see when driving.
Station needs a more visible sign for both
pedestrians and motorists.
x Station entrance needs to be more visible/clear
from maps online.
x Signs on either end of the platform should have
more information about the location in addition
to the street name.
x Signs should have more identifiable common
element throughout the Metro line.
x signage and wayfinding should be increased in
general both at the station and around the
station.

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Avenue of the Stars: there should be an
extension of the "safety comfort zone”.
What about restrooms below ground? Most
buildings in Century City are secure/gated.
Amenities should be integral with designs, not
haphazardly scattered all around. What about
convenience items underground?
Use vendors and kiosks to create space with
more "eyes on the street."
Desire for street-level cafe(s) and active uses.
Desire for Farmer's Market. Currently only
identifiable to people who work in Century City,
not to visitors.
"Energize the streets."

Other Major Issues: Station Alignment
& Portals

In the order of preference, the members ranked the
station areas (by consensus):
1. Constellation Boulevard
2. Santa Monica West
3. Santa Monica East (“FAIL”)
x Re Santa Monica West: Members are concerned
with fault line
x Re Santa Monica East: station seems "really far
away" and defeats the purpose of the station in
Century City.
x Re: Constellation: station is the best location.
x Either entrance at Avenue of the Stars
(hotel or vacant lot) is good option.
x Westfield Mall portal on Constellation is
"psychologically out of the way," but an
important link in to the subway.
x Members are concerned about tunnel excavation
under homes and disruption to traffic.
x Members asked about the station option that
used to run (in a North-South alignment) down
Avenue of the Stars?

Resources/Requested Materials

4. Make the Station Safe.
x
x

x

Security needs to be addressed.
Century Plaza portal has the most foot traffic out
of all the portal options. Because it is built-up,
there must be careful consideration/planning as
far as open space is concerned.
There should be good lighting as one moves
away from the station area into the residential
area.
TORTI GALLAS AND
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x
x
x
x

Data on how ridership is quantified.
Information regarding tunneling depth and
impacts.
Information regarding what factors determines
which station location and portal entrance is
selected.
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WILSHIRE / WESTWOOD
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Name

Contact Info

Association

Jeff Averill

310-825-9677
javerill@capnet.ucla.edu

UCLA Campus Architect
Alternate: Dave Karwaski

Kam Hekmat

310-824-3000
khekmat@indivest.com

Indivest

Tony Ranger

310-203-9199
tranger@topa.com

President, TOPA
Management Company

Angela Rinebold

310-446-2208
Angela_Rinebold@equityoffice.com

Equity Office. Owns several
Westwood office properties
Alternate: Charlie Hobey

Michael Metcalfe

310-474-6418 (home office)
m.metcalfe@verizon.net

Westwood Homeowners
Association

Debbie Nussbaum

310-476-3242
Nussbaum3@earthlink.net

Westwood Hills Property
Owners Association

Dr. Wolfgang Veith

310-208-6624 (home office)
wolfgangveith@verizon.net

North Westwood Village
Residents Association

Clinton Schudy

310-208-6559 (office)
landedinla@yahoo.com

Oakely’s Barber Shop

Gail Friedman

310-208-3131 (office)
gail@sarahleonardjewelers.com

Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers

Steve Sann

213-448-8147 (cell)
Stevesann2001@yahoo.com

NINETHIRTY & The Backyard
at the W

Thomas Schneider

310-208-2227 ext. 106
t_schneider@bartonmyers.com

Barton Myers Associates
(Architecture)

Richard A. Fragapane

949-433-1515 (cell)
949-465-0187 (office direct)
rfragapane@themullercompany.com

The Muller Company (owns
Westwood Medical Plaza)
Alternate: Amy Martin

Matt Abularach

909-855-2108
Mabu9008@gmail.com

UCLA Student, USAC Facilities
Commission; Parking &
Transportation Co-Chair

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station area discussions:
Jay Greenstein
Eric Norton

Nick Maricich
Michelle Sorkin
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WILSHIRE/WESTWOOD
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Top Design Issues
x
x
x
x
x

Integrated Transit and Multi-modal Connections
Station Character
Future Development
Safety
Welcoming and Comfortable

1. Connect to Routes & Transit

Connections to the subway are critical. The SAAG
Members would like the transit station designed to
be integrated into the larger Westwood transit
network with safe, convenient access to:
x Bus Network (Metro, Big Blue, etc)
x UCLA Shuttles
x LAX Flyaway Shuttle
x Bike Routes
x Pedestrian Routes (sidewalks, crosswalks,
pedestrian bridges, underground pathways
to subterranean parking, etc)
x Public Parking Garages (Park & Ride)
x Carsharing facilities
x Drop Off/ Kiss & Ride Area
Re: Pedestrians
x Traffic congestion (pedestrian) might get worse
with the entrance at Wilshire/ Westwood.
Sidewalk is narrow along Westwood and it
would be challenging to accommodate more
pedestrian traffic with a new subway.
x It would be valuable to know pedestrian
volumes at different segments along Wilshire
and around Westwood.
x Street wall setbacks are needed for pedestrian
safety around Metro as sidewalks are too
narrow.
x DOT widening the streets is devastating
Westwood. Wide streets and high traffic volume
degrades Westwood "Village" feel.
x Consider slowing traffic in Westwood for safety.
Re: Parking
x Parking is a large issue. People need place to
park and ride subway. Not everyone will be
coming by bus, bike or walking.
x Could there be Metro parking garage with
validation for riding Metro?
x What about shared parking with private
underground garages in towers?
x Parking costs should be reasonable.
x Will there be public parking at VA?
x Could Wilshire corridor tower share parking with
subway at off peak hours?
TORTI GALLAS AND
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Re: shuttles, buses, etc.
x Metro should provide connections to transit in
area. Portal at Gayley/Wilshire would be ideal
multi-modal connector. Gayley portal should
connect to:
 Fly Away
 UCLA shuttles
 Parking
 Kiss N' Ride Drop
 Bus Drop Off Area
 Zip Car
 Bike Path (on Gayley) and
facilities
x UCLA is willing to work with Metro to connect
the shuttle with west station (Gayley).
x Connections to Kinross for shuttles/buses would
be good.
x Would an underground bus stop be possible to
connect directly to the station and prevent
traffic build up at street level? Station design
should not preclude connection with other lines
being constructed in future (e.g. connection to
valley) along 405.
x Circulation/ distribution in Westwood has to be
improved in the future (with feeder shuttles/
buses).
x Need high frequency am/pm circulations in
future.
Re: Bicycles
x Gayley is the shortest bicycle route in history.
x Bike connection to subway at Gayley is
important.
x There should be bike racks near Metro and bikes
allowed on Metro.

2. Give the Station Character

The SAAG Members would like the station to be
evocative of Westwood's past, while also being
future-thinking.
The portals should act as
"gateways to Westwood." Comments included:
x Station name should be "Westwood/UCLA."
x One portal could be modern design and the
other could be historic design (Antiquity and
Modernity).
x One portal could be UCLA themed, the other
portal could be Westwood themed.
x Station should be utilitarian (IKEA).
x Could you create a tower element rather than a
canopy to mark station entrance?
x The station character pay homage to:
 UCLA
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE/WESTWOOD
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED






Historic Westwood Village
architecture
Wilshire Corridor Towers aesthetic
and identity
Janss (Mediterranean vernacular
Westwood iconic towers (Fox
theater, clock tower)
Holmby Hall (Kaufmann)

3. Design for the Future

The members are interested in future development
to shape Westwood and support the subways. The
group is particularly interested in what type of
development would occur at UCLA Lot 36, the major
land bank in the area, and how it would support a
growing transit-oriented culture in Westwood.
Members were interested in knock out panels, where
they would be placed, and how much it would cost
to build private portals to connect to the station box.
Members would like to know if there is an incentive
program for private developers to build additional
portal. General comments included:
x Westwood/Gayley portal has more potential for
TOD than Westwood/Wilshire.
x Westwood Medical Building along Wilshire has
potential to have retail at ground level.
x Knock out panels are key. The more the better.
Knock out panels should be on all four corners
to capture large pedestrian flow in Westwood.
x Are there incentives for property owners to build
another portal?
x What is the footprint required for the portal?
x UCLA owns octagonal building south of Wilshire
(location of current Wells Fargo Bank). Could
portal be integrated into this building?
x Convenient local child care is important land
use.
x If funding is provided, could UCLA provide
parking in their Lot 36 Development?
x 300-400 parking spaces could be in future Lot
36 development for Metro riders in partnership
with UCLA
x Lot 36 is land bank for future density.
x Consider Hollywood/Highland model of TOD and
parking.
x According to UCLA campus architect, Lot 36  Has to be used for educational
mission (such as medical research).
 There is no concrete plan for
development.

TORTI GALLAS AND
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Future plans will be for dense
development.
The challenge for
UCLA is to not "under build" Lot 36.
UCLA is willing to study the site.

4. Make the Station Safe

The SAAG Members are concerned with safety in the
station area and trains, as well as safe, well lit
pathways to the subway station with activities or
land uses that add "eyes on the street." General
comments included:
x The subway needs to feel safe for everyone,
particularly women and children.
x Safety in Westwood Village can be an issue at
night.
x Homelessness is an issue in Westwood Village.
x Westwood needs greater evening activity to
make pathways to subway feel safe. Active
business around the station reduces crime rate.
x "Subway" sandwich has one of the highest
volume - open 24hrs.
x Nurses/ doctors working odd hours help make
Westwood 24 hour place.
x Large windows at LA Fitness buildings facing
Wilshire bus stop make bus riders feel safe while
waiting for bus. Big windows would be good
around station to help create more "eyes of the
street."
x Bank at Westwood Medical building could be
turned into a cafe for street activities.
x DOT should consider narrowing streets in area
to allow for larger sidewalks. Sidewalks are small
along Wilshire, Gayley and Westwood Blvd.
Narrowing the right-of-way would allow for
wider sidewalks, angled parking, and other
pedestrian amenities.

5. Make the Station Welcoming

Members would like to see the following amenities
at station areas:
x Drinking fountains
x Public restrooms
x Bike facilities
Members do not want:
x "Transit TV", like on buses.
x Vendors. Riders should be directed to shop
in village, rather than underground. No
commercial uses in the station.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE/WESTWOOD
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
Other Major Issues: Portal Entrances

Requested Information/Resources

The Members are most interested in creating access
to the station, which (to them) means, having
several portal entrances to make the station as
convenient as possible. The group spent a lot of
time talking about portal locations to assess which
sites were preferred. Although Metro only plans to
building two locations, the Members advocated
strongly for at least three entrances, serving both
the north and the south side of Wilshire.

The SAAG members requested the following
information:
x Link to the Executive Summary of the EIR.
x Digital copy of the Toolkit Flashcards.
x Digital copy of the aerial map.
x Factsheets of volume and demographics of
projected Westwood ridership.
x Study showing pedestrian pathways and
volume around Westwood.
x Cost estimate of building a private portal
entrance.
x Schedule of how often trains will run.
x Field trip to subway stations would be
educational.

Members would like a north portal entrance to:
x connect to Westwood Village
x connect to UCLA
x connect to westbound buses
Members would like a south portal entrance to:
x connect to the businesses and multi-family
housing south of Wilshire
x access east bound bus traffic and prevent
pedestrians from "dashing across Wilshire" to
catch a bus, a major safety concern
x connect to a drop off area for people coming
from the west
x If there is no portal on south side of Wilshire,
then Metro should consider having a better
connection to south (perhaps a pedestrian
bridge/tunnel).
Members commented that they would like portals at
both Westwood and Gayley to serve different needs.
x A Westwood/Wilshire portal would create easy
connections to buses that run along Westwood
Blvd. It would be the closest portal to the village
and UCLA. Members believe there is more
ridership on the north side of Wilshire (UCLA,
Hospital, Village Retail, Hammer, Geffen, etc).
x A portal at Westwood/Gayley would connect to
the bike route along Gayley (which needs to be
improved). This portal location also has the
greatest
potential
for
transit-oriented
development (at Lot 36). A Westwood/Gayley
portal would "lead riders through the village"
who might stop to buy coffee, shop, support
businesses, restaurants, etc.

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WORKSHOP PHOTOS
PHOTOS FROM THE WORKSHOP SESSIONS
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METRO WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION

STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUPS
Summary of Comments & Feedback

Workshop # 2
Updated Station Maps, Signage, &
Comments from the Subway Tours
April and May, 2011 ( 3 meetings)
5 : 30 pm - 8 : 30 pm

Contents:
Topics Covered and Key Feedback
Advisory Group Attendee List
Consolidated Comments
Photos from the Meetings
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STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUP
Workshop # 2, Summary of Topics Covered
Workshop Schedule
April 26, 2011
Wilshire/La Cienega
Wilshire/Rodeo
April 27, 2011
Century City
Wilshire/Westwood
May 02, 2011
Wilshire/La Brea
Wilshire/Fairfax

Overview
The second set of Station Area Advisory Group (SAAG)
workshops was held in April and May, 2011 to discuss updated
planning and urban design concepts for the Metro Westside
Subway Extension as the project moves into preparation of the
Final Environmental Impact Report.
Purpose of the Workshops
The workshops were broken into two parts: a presentation to
the group followed by smaller, station-specific break-out group
discussions led by moderators from the Project Team.
The opening presentation:
t Described how cities in the U.S. and Canada have built a
“culture of transit” in communities that did not initially
identify themselves as transit cities.
t Presented updated station area maps showing potential
portal locations (stairs, elevators, and escalators) and knockout panels at six new station areas.
t Introduced a set of presentation boards and signage
flashcards to help facilitate discussion during the break-out
groups regarding observations and lessons learned from
the LA subway tours that Metro hosted in April.
During the break-out groups, the SAAG Members:
t Discussed the pros and cons of the potential portal locations
to understand which portal options are preferred.
t Provided input on amenities and improvements in and
around the station areas to help foster a “culture of transit”
in Los Angeles.
t Discussed their observations and insights from the LA
subway tour and how these observations might inform
future station design.
t Gave recommendations on how to improve station signage
and wayfinding in and around the stations.
This following pages summarize the feedback gathered during
the April/May SAAG workshop series.
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STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUP
Summary and Topics Covered, Continued
Key Points from the Station Area Advisory Groups
Below is a brief summary of the key points discussed during
the break-out sessions for each Station Area Advisory Group.
The following pages provide more detailed descriptions of the
discussions and input we received.
Wilshire/La Brea
t Portal Location: There is consensus among the Members
that the portal location, as drawn, is the preferred location.
The majority of the group was happy with the portal
orientation, as drawn. However, some Members would like
the portal to be oriented toward the intersection of Wilshire
and La Brea, or down Wilshire Blvd.
t Members expressed that it is critical to not preclude jointdevelopment at this station, as well as to link the station
to other transit connections and assure good signage and
wayfinding.
t Members requested more information on the mechanical/
utility building that must be accommodated on the parcel,
as well as station safety.
Wilshire/Fairfax
t Portal Location: There is consensus among the SAAG
Members that the May Company building is the preferred
location for the portal. Members were frustrated that the
updated maps did not show a portal location in the May
Company Building as they believe they voiced that this was
the ideal site during the February workshop.
t Members requested for Metro to study further how a portal
can be accommodated in the May Company building.
Wilshire/La Cienega
t Portal Location: There is consensus among the Members
that the portal location, as drawn, is the preferred location.
Some SAAG members would like for the portal to be
oriented west, with the stairs and escalators running parallel
to Wilshire.
t All Members would like the portal to be closer to the La
Cienega/Wilshire corner.
t Any station plaza provided should be small but very visible
with excellent signage. The Members would like the plaza
to be a place to pass through, rather than to linger within.
t Members expressed that joint development, drop-off, and
connectivity considerations should be planned for.
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Wilshire/Rodeo
t Portal Location: There is consensus among the SAAG
Members that the Bank of America (BOA) building is the
preferred primary portal location. However, the current
configuration, as drawn, is unacceptable due to its impact
on the building frontage and underground parking. If the
BOA building cannot accommodate the primary portal with
minimal impacts, the Members are split as to whether the
primary portal should be as close to Rodeo Drive as possible
(Union Bank building) or farther from Rodeo Drive (Ace
Gallery) to reduce construction impacts.
t Members requested for Metro to study further the Bank of
America site as the primary portal with a more thoughtful
approach that minimizes the impact to underground
parking and the building frontage (which is currently
blocked by elevators).
Century City
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members unanimously agreed
that the portal should be at Avenue of the Stars and
Constellation location, rather than either of the locations
along Santa Monica Blvd. The Members believe that the
Santa Monica Blvd options do not support a “culture of
transit” and fail to provide residents, visitors, and workers
with good connectivity and access. The Members consider
these options to be critical fail stations.
t At the Avenue of the Stars and Constellation location, all
property owners (present at the workshop) are eager and
willing to have the portal on their site. They would like to
work directly with Metro to coordinate planning and design.
t Members expressed that signage needs to be strong
to direct people around Century City, and should be
coordinated with a larger wayfinding and branding effort
in Century City.
Westwood/UCLA
t Portal Location: There was not consensus about the
preferred portal location. Members feel strongly that there
should be a portal on the south and north side of Wilshire.
t Members requested for Metro to further study the portal
orientation at the northwest corner of Wilshire/Westwood
to be closer to Wilshire Blvd. The SAAG Members believe the
Westwood Medical building is not of historical significance
and therefore can be better designed to meet the needs of
Metro riders.
t Members would like to know more about UCLA’s plans for
Lot 36 and how it would accommodate multi-modal transit,
which they believe is key to the success of the subway.
Metro Westside Subway Extension

2

WILSHIRE / LA BREA
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
La Brea Station Area Advisory Group
Name
Wally Marks
Owen Smith
Liz Fuller
Fred Pickel
Dave Powers
Tim Deegan

Wayne Sachs

Rita Azar
William (Bill)
Ahmanson

Contact Info
310-204-1865
wally@wnmrealty.com
323-933-3301
Osmith1930@sbcglobal.net
323-939-6193
zilfworks@gmail.com
323-937-7920
fpickel@wilshirenergy.com
949-863-4247
dpowers@breproperties.com
Td.td2007@gmail.com

Other Info
Property Owner
Brookside Homeowners
& GWNC
Sycamore Square
Homeowners & GWNC
Hancock La Brea
Homeowners
Senior Investment
Director, BRE Properties
Chair Mid-City West NC
Transpo Committee
(note: LACMA
employee)
Lives near 3rd & La Brea.
From MCWNC

1-213-488-0675
Wayne.sachs@prodigy.net
wsachs@sachslaw.net
323-938-3900
Owner, Rita Flora
rita@ritaflora.com
310-278-0770
The Ahmanson
wahmanson@theahmansonfoundation.org Foundation, Hancock
Park resident

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax station area
discussions:
Claire Bowin
Jay Greenstein
Nick Maricich
Sheila Irani
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Portal Orientation
x

x
x
x

x

The SAAG Members acknowledged the reasons
to orient the portal up La Brea and most
Members agreed that the orientation made
sense (to preserve the potential for new retail /
commercial building frontage along Wilshire and
minimize the portal footprint).
Members expressed that there is a lot of
north/south travel so it is good to orient the
portal along La Brea for easy connections.
Some SAAG Members thought the portal should
be as switch back, oriented directly toward the
intersection.
Some Members questioned if the portal could be
oriented west down Wilshire.

x

x
x
x

General Station Area Design

x

x

x

x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x

x
x
x

Can the portal move as close as possible to La
Brea?
The La Brea sidewalk should be widened. There
should be ample room between the sidewalk
and the entrance, along with more lighting and
more shade.
There should be a plaza at the top of the stairs
that flows around to La Brea and also to
Wilshire.
The Wilshire frontage will be the main entrance
to the new development or to the station plaza.
The parcel represents significant development
potential.
Assuring good circulation is key for this station.
There should be knock-out panels to the east of
La Brea.
This station is the gateway to Miracle Mile.
There should be streetcaping, trees, bollards,
and other designs to help soften the Wilshire/La
Brea corner and make it a pleasant place.
Currently this is a tough intersection for
pedestrians. The plaza should be protected
from cars.
Perhaps the station area could be designed
through a design competition to get people
thinking creatively and to raise excitement about
the subway.
The station area should be designed as a plaza
at first and then be developed over time with
building(s).
Safety is a key issue here. There should be no
blind corners and everything should be well-lit.
There should be bike parking, along with bike
share and taxi queuing. There should be room
for new uses in the years to come. Design for
flexibility.
TORTI GALLAS AND
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x
x
x
x
x

Perhaps there can be kiosks and food carts in
the station plaza.
The edges around the plaza can be programmed
with uses that people need while hopping on the
subway, such as dry cleaning, coffee shops, bike
repair, etc.
There should be a drop-off area and a taxi
queuing area for senior citizens.
You need to consider the traffic impacts of a
drop-off area that is located at the curb.
This is not a tourist destination like other places
on the line. This is a neighborhood-oriented
station. It should be designed for people from
the neighborhood that are going to be using it
and going to downtown, Westwood, and other
destinations.
This may become a destination at some point,
but for now the station area is more of a passthrough conduit for riders.
This station is the southern gateway to
Hollywood and the neighborhoods to the north
of it. Linkages to the north are key.
There should be an archway on the corner with
an artistic design that speaks the language of
the neighborhood.
There should be a canopy over the entrance for
shade and comfort of riders.
Circulation of cars, buses, and taxis should not
impact the neighbors.
The station area should be well-maintained and
easy to clean.
The station should be colorful and inviting
inside.

Thoughts from the Tour
x

x

x

General: It is preferred when the station
portals are as close as possible to the corner,
rather than tucked away deep within a
development.
Sunset and Vermont: The bike lockers are
directly within the sidewalk right-of-way and it
makes it hard for people to pass by. The La Brea
station should accommodate any bike parking
areas outside of the sidewalk right-of-way, and
inside of private property. This station area is
attractive below-ground. Above-ground the
parcel is not getting the best return on
development, since it is not built out.
Wilshire and Vermont: This station felt very
open and exposed. There should be more
softscaping.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
Signage
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Signage should brand the area as the gateway
to the Miracle Mile.
The signage could reflect the art deco aesthetic
and should be tied into a neighborhood signage
program.
It’s very important for there to be directional
signage at the top of the stairs that helps to
orient people as they come out of the station.
There should be pylons on each side of the
plaza on both Wilshire and La Brea.
There should be maps of bus systems and
connections. This is especially important at this
station with many transit connections.
All station maps and neighborhood signage
should have a "you are here" dot to help orient
riders open exiting the station.
If a building is developed in the years to come,
it should have lollipop signs on each side to
announce the station.
Neon could be used in the design of signage and
of the station itself.

Requested Materials and Further
Studies
x

Members would like information on:
o The shape, look, size, and siting
requirements for the mechanical room
at this station.
o Safety and security features at the
station area including design, cameras,
lighting, etc.

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Fairfax Station Area Advisory Committee
Name
Steve Kramer
Evan Kaizer
Fred Goldstein

Jeff Jacobberger
Shelley Wagers
Buddy Pepp

Contact Info
323-964-7100. ext 0
swk@kramerlaw.biz
323-931-6022
ejkaizer@sieroty.com
323-857-6048
fgoldstein@lacma.org

323-646-3308
jacobbergerj@sbcglobal.net
1-310-384-9876
Shelley@wagersmail.net
323-964-6356
bpepp@petersen.org

Diana Plotkin

323-653-6254
plotkindi@aol.com

Dr. Robert Newport

theholodoc@gmail.com

Henry Miller

213-494-5753
HenryM@99only.com
323-933-5190
kglaca@gmail.com
bernieclinch@gmail.com

Kevin Glynn
Bernie Clinch
Adam Lev
Joyce Kleifield
Bruce McCormick

323-692-5900
ALev@ratkovich.net
323-370-1220
Joyce.kleifield@lausd.net
323-841-0053
RBMcCormick@ca.rr.com

Other Info
Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce
President, Sieroty Company
LACMA
Pam Kohanchi, Alternate
323-857-6103
pkohanchi@lacma.org
Chair, MCWNC
Beverly Wilshire Homes
Association
President, Petersen
Automotive Museum
Beverly Wilshire Homes
Association
Bob Cherno, Alternate
Carthay Circle Neighborhood
Association
99Cents Only Store
Marv Holen
MMRA
Park La Brea Residents
Association
Ratkovich
Fairfax HS
MCWNC

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax station area
discussions:
Claire Bowin
Jay Greenstein
Nick Maricich
Sheila Irani

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
x

x

x

x
x

x

x

Portal Orientation

With consensus, the SAAG Members feel
strongly that the preferred portal location is in
the May Company building, instead of as drawn
at Johnie’s. The May Company is the iconic,
wow-factor the Members want.
Members expressed that Metro should get all
the facts (i.e. such as cost, cost effectiveness,
and staging of May Company site) on the table
before making a decision about the portal
location. Members believe that when all factors
are considered, the May Company building may
not be the most expensive and challenging.
The Members think that Metro needs direct
communication with LACMA to discuss a May
Company building portal to get direct questions
and answers.
LACMA representatives think that the site north
of the May Company building could potentially
be used as a the staging area.
Some Members think that the south portal may
be too far from the intersection of Fairfax.
However, that portal location has better future
development potential.
Some members expressed concern that the
Johnie's portal location would impact the parking
for the 99 Cent Only store. Other Members
wondered why Johnie's was historic and needs
to be preserved.

x
x
x
x

x

x
x

Thoughts from the Tour
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Metro should work with property owners on
location and design.
The lot across from LACMA has been excavated,
which would make it easier to build a portal.
The station area should be designed as a
destination, not just a corner. This is a “civic
center.”
This is the "heart of Miracle Mile."
This station has a lot of potential for multimodal connections, such as bike sharing, car
sharing, etc.
Members want Metro to consider bike access,
which is critical for this station. Other Metro
stations have largely ignored bike connections.
Members are concerned about parking impacts
in the neighborhood during and after
construction.
Some Members think there is enough available
parking at the LACMA, Petersen's Automotive
Museum and other underutilized structures and
lots that Metro riders may be able to use.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

N/A

Signage
x

General Station Area Design
x

Safety and lighting should be considered in
portal location and design.
Sidewalk enhancements and widening are
needed, particularly along Fairfax where the
sidewalk is quite narrow.
Members expressed interest in bus cut-outs.
However, sidewalk may be to narrow for bus
cutouts.
Metro needs to link to existing and future shuttle
connections throughout the area.
There should be more street trees and
trees/landscaping at the station portal site for
comfort and walkability. This area can get very
hot.
Metro should educate high school students and
other young potential transit users. Transit
education is part of “building a culture of
transit.”
Metro machines and directions are often difficult
to use and figure out. Metro should create very
easy-to-use machines.
Some Members expressed concern about the
cost of Metro fares.

x

The SAAG Members would like good signage at
the station area that orients people in the
neighborhood and directs them to attractions
and destinations in the area. This is especially
important for this station area.
Signage needs to be located inside and outside
of the station box.

Requested Materials/Further Studies
x

The Members requested that Metro study the
May Company site further to see the portal
could work there, since this is the preferred
portal location.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
La Cienega Station Area Advisory Committee
Name
Howard Fisher

Contact Info
310-556-4401 (home)
310-553-2000 (office)
HSF@howardsfisher.com

Joyce Braun

310-557-1930 (home)
310-567-4514 (mobile)
joycelb@prodigy.net
310-273-6697 (home)
310-273-7046 (business)
cormans@earthlink.net
310-652-2827
tjohnson@lawrysonline.com
310-751-0082
ajwillmer@ajdj.com
310-201-0515
blumenlove@aol.com
323-782-7877
AMcCauley@lfp.com

Craig Corman

Todd Johnson
AJ Willmer
Michael Blumenfeld
Amanda McCauley

Other Info
Public Works Commission
(outgoing)
Traffic & Parking
Commission (incoming)
Traffic & Parking
Commission
Planning Commission

General Manager, Lawrys
Area resident. Proposed by
both City & Chamber.
Area resident.
Flynt Building

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo
station area discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Peter Noonan
Martha Eros

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
x

Portal Orientation
x
x
x
x
x

The portal should be as close as possible to the
corner.
The portal should be as close as possible to the
sidewalk, but the sidewalk should be widened in
the portal area.
The portal should be oriented along Wilshire,
facing west, rather than up La Cienega.
Is it possible to have a portal near the San
Vicente and Wilshire intersection?
Members would like a knock-out panel on the
east side for future entrance (near San Vicente).

x
x

Thoughts from the Tour
x

x

General Station Area Design
x

x
x
x
x
x
x

x

x
x
x
x

There should be a plaza at the station area.
Some SAAG Members believe the plaza should
be developed into a building over time as this is
valuable property, while others would like to see
it remain as a plaza.
The station plaza should be a place to pass
through, rather than to stay and linger.
There should be modern and elegant station art
that is iconic, as the gateway to Beverly Hills.
There should be a knock-out panel in front of
the Flynt building. Connection to the south side
of Wilshire is critical.
All corners of the La Cienega/Wilshire
intersection should have knock-out panels.
If you can’t have knock-out panels, you should
have enhanced crosswalks for safety. The
intersection is a tough one to cross.
A drop-off area would be good. This station
should serve people in the larger neighborhood,
not just people that can walk there. Also if you
don’t have a drop-off area, then the station is
less convenient to Beverly Hills residents and
more convenient to people who don’t live there.
San Vicente and Wilshire was suggested as a
good place for a drop off, since a lot of vehicles
travel up and down this street. Also perhaps
there can be a cut out where people pull off to
drop off passengers.
The station area should be comfortable for
people to walk to buses, trains, parking, taxis,
etc.
There should be places for taxis to queue, as
well as shuttles to pick up and drop off people.
It should be designed for both residents who
live nearby and workers who are coming in from
other places.
The goal is to get people out of their cars and to
foster a “culture of transit” so that they are
more comfortable taking the subway, bus, etc.

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

There should not be any food vendors at the
station area.
There should be a canopy and shade trees for
the comfort of riders.
Some SAAG members wanted there to be
parking at the station area; others did not.

x

x

Hollywood and Vine: The station entrance is
too close to the sidewalk. This station is a
gateway, rather than a gathering place, which
the SAAG Members like for La Cienega.
Sunset and Vermont: A small plaza (like the
plaza at Sunset/Vermont) would work at the La
Cienega station. Members like that the plaza is
small enough so that people do not really hang
out there. Members liked the fact that you can
come up on both sides of Vermont. SAAG
Members really want connections to the south
side of Wilshire at the La Brea station.
7th and Metro: This is a nice station area with
a very open feel, even though there is a building
above. If a building comes in at La Cienega, it
should have an open ground floor with access
from all sides.
Wilshire and Vermont: It is hard to see this
entrance because it is tucked away in the
building. La Cienega should learn form this
lesson, either by assuring adequate signage or
locating the entrance closer to the right-of-way.

Signage
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

It is critical that there is ample signage to
announce the subway station. Many existing
stations do not have ample signage and you
don’t know the station is there.
Signage should orient people to nearby
attractions, including any nearby parking, even if
no parking is provided at the station area itself.
Signage should direct people to Restaurant Row,
as well as Cedars, the Flynt building, and
general cardinal directions.
All new Metro signage should match and/or
respect the new signage (and new lighting) and
the existing signage in the area.
All neighborhood signage should be subordinate
to the Metro signage that announces the station.
The color of all Metro signage should be purple.
There should be a pylon on both La Brea AND
Wilshire.
There should be directional signage at the top of
the escalators / stairs.
Less is more: don’t clutter the area with
signage.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Rodeo Station Area Advisory Committee
Name
Bill Wiley
Joe Shooshani

Noah Furie

Jeff Levine

William Shaw

Kelly Pucci
Alan Abramson
Joe Tilem
Hermann Elger

Tom Blumenthal
Douglas Chrismas
Raffi Cohen

Contact Info
310-247-7040
bwiley@2rodeo.com
310-273-2239 (home)
213-748-7869 (business)
joe@bobcometal.com
310-203-5454 (home)
310-310-954-1062 (business)
noah@bfcloans.com
310-967-0022 (home)
310-358-3489 (business)
jeff@levinegroups.com
310-385-3917 (office)
310-402-3966 (cell)
Jennifer.cooke@fourseasons.com
310-246-1881
kpucci@gcomfort.com
310-275-8397
UncleAlPal@aol.com
310-273-3313
mayorjo@aol.com
310-860-7800
HElger@montagehotels.com

tblumenthal@gearys.com
310-273-4741
323-935-4411
AceGallery@AceGallery.net
310-273-2733
Raffi@galaxyhodling.com

Other Info
General Manager, 2 Rodeo
Public Works Commission

Planning Commission

Traffic & Parking
Commission
Beverly Wilshire Hotel,
Director of Public Relations
George Comfort & Sons
own Wilsh/Bev property
B&A Management Company
Will miss 1st meeting.
Former BH Mayor
Montage Hotel
Joined by Jay Newman,
Athens Group (Hotel
Developer):
310-899-4184
310-963-8628 (cell)
jnewman@athensdevco.com
Geary’s
Ace Gallery
Galaxy Commercial
Properties

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo station area
discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Peter Noonan
Martha Eros

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Portal Orientation
x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

SAAG Members were divided about what portal
option (Bank of America, Ace Gallery, or Union
Bank) was the best location for the primary
portal.
Some SAAG Members felt strongly that the
portal should be as close to Rodeo as possible
and liked the idea of an iconic view from the
Union Bank building portal. This group felt that
the Ace Gallery was too far east.
Other SAAG Members are worried about the
construction impacts to Rodeo Drive businesses
and believe the portal should be moved east
(Ace Gallery), which might help spur
redevelopment nearby.
SAAG Members are concerned about pedestrian
safety and traffic interruptions if the primary
portal is placed on south side of street (Union
Bank).
Ace Gallery owner expressed concern about
location as lay down area. Owner plans to
develop a 5-star hotel on site and would like to
develop site soon (i.e. before Metro will use
site).
The Bank of America (“B of A”) portal option
does not work for landlord. Property owner
expressed major concern about the loss of
parking and the blocked frontage/entrance of
the building due to the elevator placement. The
current configuration is a deal breaker.
Members expressed concern about the loss of
right of way along Beverly.
Members would like to know if the portal tunnel
could be located under Beverly Drive to reduce
impact to underground parking at Bank of
America building.
SAAG Members asked if plaza at intersection of
Canon Drive and Wilshire could be used as
location of primary portal.

Thoughts from the Tour
x
x

Maintenance: Some stations have materials that
are holding up well. Others look bad.
Trash: Some members thoughts stations
seemed dirty. Others thought they were very
clean.

Signage
x

N/A

Requested Materials/Further Studies
x

x

x
x
x

SAAG Members felt strongly that B of A location
is ideal placement for portal IF portal orientation
can be designed to minimize impacts to B of A
property.
SAAG Members would like Metro to further
investigate B of A portal option. If B of A
building cannot be done as primary portal, they
would like to see designs for location as
secondary portal and what impacts that would
have. Current placement of elevators is
unacceptable.
SAAG Members are interested in 9401 Wilshire
property as portal entrance (at corner of
Canon/Wilshire).
Re-label William Morris building as MGM.
SAAG Members would like:
o Information
regarding
construction
impacts (traffic, noise, lay down areas)
and timeline.
o More detailed designs of B of A as
primary or secondary portal with more
detailed impacts and mitigations.
o Information
on
the
density
of
employment 1,000 feet from each portal
option.
o Information on cost of secondary
portals.

Final Comments
General Station Area Design
x
x
x
x

Adding pedestrian traffic to Beverly would help
businesses.
Architectural character of the secondary portal
will be less interesting than primary entrance.
Members do not anticipate land use changing
much in the area.
Members are concerned about parking. Some
members think Metro needs to build parking
adjacent to station. Other members think that
patrons will park at Beverly Gardens (which has
over 1,100 spaces).
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

Members were confused by the idea of a full portal
and half portal. We explained that Metro will build
one full portal for each station, with the exception of
Westwood, which will have two portals. Because the
full portals are large and are challenging to
configure in this dense, urban area, some SAAG
Members expressed interest in having two "half"
portals instead of one "full" portal. This suggests
that the Members do not fully understand the
ridership needs at stations, but also would like more
creative, non-standard configurations for the portal
entrance(s) to fit well in their urban neighborhoods.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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CENTURY CITY
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Century City Station Area Advisory Committee
Name
Carol Spencer
Steve Breuer
Richard Harmetz
Sarah Shaw
Bob Hale
Joe de Tuno

Cameron Benson
Susan Bursk
Renee Watkinson
John Goodwin
Lou Marienthal

Joe Marcinek

Contact Info
310-785-0619 (home)
Cc_neighborhood@earthlink.net
310-556-3386
sebnbb@sbcglobal.net
(310) 277-6505
Gratiano@pacbell.net
310-551-0077
shaw@jmbrealtycorp.com
323-785-5100
bob@RCHStudios.com
310-824-2200
Joe@woodridgecapital.com
310-789-2179
cbenson@wattplaza.com
310-553-2222
susan@centurycitycc.com
310-226-7400
Renee.Watkinson@cbre.com
310-445-8457
jgoodwin@us.westfield.com
307-277-8032
loudena@pacbell.net
310-789jmarcinek@wattcompanies.com

Other Info
Comstock Hills
President Century City
Homeowners Alliance
Tract 7260
JMB Realty/Constellation
Place
Rios Clementi Hale Studios
Woodridge Capital/Next
Century Associates (Century
Plaza Hotel)
Watt Companies
Alternate: Joe Marcinek
Century City Chamber of
Commerce
CB Richard Ellis
Westfield
VP, Century City
Homeowners Alliance.
Resident, Century Hill
Watt Companies

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station area discussions:
Michelle Sorkin
Conni Pallini-Tipton

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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CENTURY CITY
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
should be taken into consideration during the
design phase.

Portal Orientation
x

x

x

x

The SAAG group unanimously agreed that
the preferred portal location was in the
heart of Century City at Avenue of the Stars
and Constellation.
The other two portal location options are
not preferred. Especially the east Santa
Monica Blvd station which is very far
removed from the heart of Century City and
would not serve Century City residents,
visitors, or workers. These station areas are
not conducive to the culture of transit.
If the Santa Monica east portal station is
chosen, the portal on the east of the street
is preferred, as compared to the orientation
of the portal drawn for the west.
Both of the owners of the northeast and
southwest potential portal sites at the
preferred entrance location explained that
they would like to have the portal on their
sites.

General Station Area Design
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x

Metro
should
coordinate
with
existing
developments and new design plans. It’s critical
that the station is incorporated into the Century
City roadmap for the future. For example the
new development plans for Westfield.
The new developments planned provide existing
opportunities for joint-development and both
owners are excited for the potentials.
The Century City station should be a mobility
hub with development that is transit-oriented.
The goal is to make it increasingly walkable.
Too many entrances may make people walk
more underground and the goal is to get people
walking above-ground on the sidewalks.
Elevators should face the Avenue of the Stars
and Constellation intersection.
There is potential to accommodate Zip Cars and
bike racks at the station area.
Pedestrian signals are important to facilitate
crossing.
Design of ventilation structures is very
important.
If a portal is provided at Santa Monica Blvd and
Avenue of the Stars then there should also be a
portal at Westfield. This way you can maximize
access. At the same time, we should not make
Westfield pay for the primary portal.
There are beautiful, old Ficus trees on the south
corners of Santa Monica Blvd and Avenue of the
Stars, along with existing fountains. These
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

Thoughts from the Tour
x

x
x
x
x

General: Consideration should be given to what
you see when you come up out of the station.
This is especially important for Century City
where its all about the vistas and views.
It is important to have a “you-are-here” dot to
orient riders on all neighborhood maps and
signage.
If there is a plaza, the elevator and escalators
should be close to each other.
Many plazas are not well-maintained.
Sunset and Vermont: It is nice the way the
stairs are oriented so that daylighting reaches
deep into the station.

Signage
x
x

x
x

It is critical that there is ample signage to orient
riders to destinations around Century City.
Century City needs its own signage plan for
wayfinding. There should be a Century City
brand, which could integrate in to Metro station
ID and other signage.
There should be vehicular wayfinding for transit
parking.
Signage needs to be well maintained.

Requested Materials and Further
Studies
x

Joint
development
opportunities
and
linkages with proposed development in
Century City.

Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / WESTWOOD
SAAG MEMBER ATTENDEES
Westwood/UCLA Station Area Advisory Committee
Name
Jeff Averill
Kam Hekmat
Tony Ranger
Angela Rinebold

John K. Heidt
Michael Metcalfe
Debbie Nussbaum
Jackie Freedman
Dr. Wolfgang Veith
Clinton Schudy
Gail Friedman
Steve Sann
Thomas Schneider
Richard A. Fragapane

Matt Abularach

Contact Info
310-825-9677
javerill@capnet.ucla.edu
310-824-3000
khekmat@indivest.com
310-203-9199
tranger@topa.com
310-446-2208
Angela_Rinebold@equityoffice.com

310-593-0093 ext. 108 (office)
jheidt@heidttorres.com
310-474-6418 (home office)
m.metcalfe@verizon.net
310-476-3242
Nussbaum3@earthlink.net
310-474-2946
jldfree@aol.com
310-208-6624 (home office)
wolfgangveith@verizon.net
310-208-6559 (office)
landedinla@yahoo.com
310-208-3131 (office)
gail@sarahleonardjewelers.com
213-448-8147 (cell)
Stevesann2001@yahoo.com
310-208-2227 ext. 106
t_schneider@bartonmyers.com
949-433-1515 (cell)
949-465-0187 (office direct)
rfragapane@themullercompany.com
909-855-2108
Mabu9008@gmail.com

Other Info
UCLA Campus Architect
Alternate: Dave Karwaski
Indivest
President, TOPA Management
Company
Equity Office. Owns several
Westwood office properties
Alternate: Charlie Hobey
626-304-6103
charles_hobey@equityoffice.com
Westwood Homeowners
Association
Westwood Homeowners
Association
Westwood Hills Property Owners
Association
Holmby-Westwood Property
Owners Association
North Westwood Village Residents
Association
Oakely’s Barber Shop
Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers
NINETHIRTY & The Backyard at
the W
Barton Myers Associates
(Architecture)
The Muller Company (owns
Westwood Medical Plaza)
Alternate: Amy Martin
UCLA Student, USAC Facilities
Commission; Parking &
Transportation Co-Chair

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station area discussions:
Michelle Sorkin
Conni Pallini-Tipton

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WILSHIRE/WESTWOOD
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
x
x
x
x

x

x

x

x

Portal Orientation

Members wanted to know why the station box
and portal locations changed from last meeting.
SAAG Members would like a minimum of three
portals (two along north and one on south).
Some Members would like a portal at all four
corners of Wilshire/Westwood with underground
walkways.
SAAG Members felt strongly that there should be
a portal on the south side of the street to
accommodate the towers with lots of
commercial space and pedestrians de-boarding
from eastbound traffic, buses, etc.
Property owners of the portal location on the
south side of street was unhappy and
questioned why the portal moved from the SE
side of Wilshire/Westwood to the SW corner.
SAAG Members were concerned with orientation
of the portal at the Wilshire Medical building.
Many believe that this building is of no historic
significance. Members feel strongly that the
portal should be closer to the intersection and
frontage of Wilshire Blvd.
Some members believe a south portal is more
important than a portal at Lot 36. Others think
that a Westwood/Wilshire portal is important for
UCLA riders and a Lot 36 portal is key for multimodal connections.
Members would like to know what kind of
agreement UCLA will have with Metro on Lot 36
and how the space will be used.

General Station Area Design
x
x
x

x

x
x

"Connectivity should be the key word" for the
station design in Westwood.
Members suggested an knock out panel with an
entrance from Murdock Plaza.
Members are concerned with parking and would
like some kind of agreement about how UCLA
will develop Lot 36 and what type of parking
and/or other mobility connections will exist (i.e.
LAX FlyAway, bike lockers, etc).
Members would like to know if there are going
to be any setbacks along streets (Westwood) to
accommodate pedestrian traffic. Sidewalks are
very narrow at present and need repair.
Future buildings could have "arcades" covering
sidewalks.
Members are wondering what kind of zoning
changes will occur and would like to protect the
historic, "village" character of Westwood Village.
City planner explained that transit will not

TORTI GALLAS AND
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x

x

x
x

"automatically" change zoning. Zoning changes
have a formal process which require community
input.
Members are wondering if traffic lights can be
synchronized with escalators and transit so that
people do not crowd sidewalk while waiting to
cross street.
Members would like an underground tunnel to
avoid people crossing Wilshire from north to
south as they believe it is too "dangerous" and
"takes too long" to cross.
Members would like some kind of drop-off point
for the Metro to avoid traffic accidents.
Bicycle usage is big in Westwood area. Station
should have adequate bike amenities.

Thoughts from the Tour
x

x
x

x

x
x

Views Out: Members loved the Hollywood/Vine
station with the iconic view out of the Pantages
Theater. There are many iconic symbols in
Westwood to incorporate into the design (i.e.
Majestic Crest Theater).
Advertising: Should be designed in designated
places instead of "plastered" throughout station.
Favorite: Hollywood/Vine was the favorite
station. Members loved the playful nature with
colors, landscaping, public art. This should be a
model for Westwood.
Lighting: Older stations were dark and need to
be brightened. Dark corners attract trash.
Station needs to be well- lit because it will be
used at night.
Colors: Lighter colors are preferred for
Westwood station.
Artwork: Should relate to the area and history
"as far back as Spanish explorers."

Signage
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Signage should be very visible and easy to read.
Good signage for elevators is key.
Directional signage should state which direction
line is moving (i.e. Downtown LA/Eastbound and
Veteran Affairs/Westbound).
Wayfinding is important in Westwood Village
because it is not a typical grid and can be
confusing.
Station should use the color purple for signage
and other design surfaces to help brand the
"Purple Line."
Digital signs that tell you when the train is
coming should be above.
Metro maps need a "you are here" dot or star.
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WILSHIRE/WESTWOOD
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS, CONTINUED
Requested Materials/Further Studies
x

SAAG Members would like information re:
o Historic analysis for Westwood Medical
building as they do not think it is
significant.
o The potential Sepulveda transit line and
environment studies
o Statistics on potential transit riders
coming from south and north
o Cost information of primary and
secondary portals
o Plans/agreements with UCLA on how Lot
36 will be used and coordinated with
subway.

Final Comments

Members were confused by the idea of a full portal
and half portal. We explained that Metro will build
one full portal for each station, with the exception of
Westwood, which will have two portals. Because the
full portals are large and are challenging to
configure in many dense, urban areas, some SAAG
Members expressed interest in having two "half"
portals instead of one full portal. This suggests that
they don't fully understand the ridership at stations,
but also would like more creative, non-standard
configurations of the portal entrance to fit well in
their urban neighborhoods.

TORTI GALLAS AND
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WORKSHOP PHOTOS
PHOTOS FROM THE WORKSHOP SESSIONS
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METRO WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION
STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUPS
Summary of Comments & Feedback

Workshop # 3
Updated Station Maps, TOD
Scenarios & Station Art
June 20-22, 2011 ( 3 meetings)
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Contents:
Discussion Topics
Attendee List
Consolidated Comments
Photos from the Meetings

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUP
Workshop # 3, Summary of Topics Covered
Overview
The third set of Station Area Advisory Group (SAAG) workshops
was held June 20-22, 2011 to discuss updated planning and
urban design concepts for the Metro Westside Subway Extension
station areas as the project moves into preparation of the Final
Environmental Impact Report.
Purpose of the Workshops
The workshops were broken into two parts: a presentation to the
SAAG members followed by smaller, station-specific break-out
group discussions led by moderators from the Project Team. City
staff and planners from Beverly Hills and the City of LA attended
the workshops, as well as staff from some City Council offices.
Workshop Schedule
June 20, 2011
Wilshire/La Brea
Wilshire/Fairfax
June 21, 2011
Wilshire/La Cienega
Wilshire/Rodeo
June 22, 2011
Century City
Wilshire/Westwood

The opening presentation:
t Presented TOD build-out scenarios and analysis for each
station area, explained by team member, G.B. Arrington
from PB Placemaking.
t Provided an overview of the Metro Art Program, presented
by Metro Creative Services staff, Maya Emsden (Deputy
Executive Director) and Jorge Pardo (Director, Art & Design).
t Presented updated station area maps showing potential
portal locations (stairs, elevators, and escalators), knock-out
panels, and staging areas at six new station areas, as well as
some sketches and renderings of the station areas.
During the break-out groups, the SAAG Members:
t Discussed the pros and cons of the potential portal locations
to inform the Metro Project Team on why particular portal
options are preferred.
t Reviewed and provided input on presentation drawings of
the proposed station areas, including 3D views of station
models, “before and after” photo montages, conceptual
landscape drawings and joint development studies.
t Provided input on amenities and improvements in and
around the station areas to help foster a “culture of transit”
in Los Angeles.
This following pages summarize the feedback gathered during
the June SAAG workshop series.
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STATION AREA ADVISORY GROUP
Summary of Key Discussion Items
Overview
Below is a brief summary of the key points discussed during
the break-out sessions for each Station Area Advisory Group.
The following pages provide more detailed descriptions of
the discussions and input we received.
Wilshire/La Brea
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members favor the north
portal location because they are more “used to the idea.”
However, they believe both sites (north and south) are
good locations for the portal.
t The members are very interested in joint development
opportunities at the station. They would like to see a
station plaza around the portal that remains open with
future development.
t Station circulation is critical in the area. Members favor a
paseo or arcade that would provide access through the
Metro parcel to Detroit.
t Members requested more information on the
mechanical/utility building that must be accommodated
on the Metro parcel.
Wilshire/Fairfax
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members prefer the primary
portal location to be at the LACMA West building, over
the other portal options.
t Members requested for Metro to study seismic issues
and upgrades to better understand the implications
of a primary portal at LACMA West before making any
decisions on the portal location.
Wilshire/La Cienega
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members are concerned
that the current portal configuration will hinder future
development as there is not sufficient space to provide
parking on the parcel. The Members see the station site
as very important for future development and would
like the station design to preserve the largest possible
footprint for future development.
t The SAAG members are divided as to whether they would
like a station plaza that is large enough to accommodate
activities and amenities such as a farmer’s market, or a
small plaza that does not encourage lingering.
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Wilshire/Rodeo
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members believe that the
ACE Gallery is the “lesser of evils” if they must choose a
portal location among Union Bank, ACE Gallery, and Bank
of America locations. They prefer ACE Gallery because it is
the farthest site from Rodeo Drive and will have the least
impact on traffic and businesses.
t The group’s primary concern is construction impacts and
mitigations.
t The SAAG members requested more information on how
the three portal locations were selected.
Century City
t Portal Location: The SAAG members unanimously
support a portal at Avenue of the Stars/Constellation,
rather than along Santa Monica Blvd. The members view
a Constellation portal as the best location due to the
concentration of active uses within walking distance. A
station along Santa Monica Blvd would be a “waste of
resources” according to the group.
t The group is very open to working with Metro in
finding construction staging areas to accommodate a
Constellation station.
t The SAAG Members also are very interested in being
involved in a station art advisory group.
Westwood/UCLA
t Portal Location: The SAAG Members feel strongly that
there should be a portal on the south and north side of
Wilshire with handicap access on both sides.
t The SAAG members do not like Westwood Medical portal
configuration that comes out into the parking garage.
t Some of the SAAG members would prefer removing
the existing bank building and putting the portal at the
corner. Members would like Metro to further study the
historical significance of the Westwood Medical building
to see how a portal could be accommodated at the
corner of Westwood and Wilshire.
t Members would like the current bus stop at the NW
corner on Westwood to be relocated to the north at
Kinross to reduce congestion and provide more waiting
space.
t Members would like to see pedestrian access from Lot 36
to Kinross, making good pathways to Westwood Village.
t Station parking, bike parking, good bus interface, and
safe, wide pedestrian sidewalks are critical issues for the
Westwood/UCLA station.
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
SAAG Workshop Attendees
Name
Wally Marks
Owen Smith

a rea Station Area Ad isory Grou
Contact Info
310-204-1865
wally@wnmrealty.com
323-933-3301
Osmith1930@sbcglobal.net

Liz Fuller

323-939-6193
zilfworks@gmail.com

Fred Pickel

323-937-7920
fpickel@wilshirenergy.com
949-863-4247
dpowers@breproperties.com

Dave Powers

Other Info
Property Owner
Brookside
Homeowners &
GWNC
Sycamore Square
Homeowners &
GWNC
Hancock La Brea
Homeowners
Senior Investment
Director, BRE
Properties
Chair Mid-City West
NC Transpo
Committee (note:
LACMA employee)
Lives near 3rd & La
Brea. From MCWNC

Tim Deegan

Td.td2007@gmail.com

Wayne Sachs

1-213-488-0675
Wayne.sachs@prodigy.net
wsachs@sachslaw.net
323-938-3900
Owner, Rita Flora
rita@ritaflora.com
310-278-0770
The Ahmanson
wahmanson@theahmansonfoundation.org Foundation, Hancock
Park resident

Rita Azar
William (Bill)
Ahmanson

In addition, the following City Staff and City Council staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax
station area discussions:
Nick Maricich
Susan Robinson
Jay Greenstein
Fernando Ramirez
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WILSHIRE / LA BREA
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
O er iew

The SAAG members of the Wilshire/La Brea group
do not have a strong preference as to whether the
station should be to the north or south of Wilshire.
Most of the group felt that they were "used to" the
idea of the station being north of Wilshire, but did
not have a strong preference. The group discussed
joint development opportunities and station
circulation issues, as well as public art.

Portal o ation
x

x

Members wanted to know if there is data to
show which portal location has more ridership
(north or south). They think that the north side
of Wilshire has higher density.
Some members don't want to cross a major
intersection to get to the portal. They would like
to know if a pedestrian overpass is an option to
cross Wilshire or La Brea.

oint De elo ment

The group had many comment regarding future joint
development studies shown at the table. Their
comments included:
x Members prefer an open plaza at the corner of
La Brea and Wilshire rather than development
enclosing the portal entrance.
x The plaza should have shade.
x Members would like to see future development
with an open plaza, wrap building and tower (a
combination of development scenario 1 and 2 as
shown in the table images).
x Retail space lining in courtyards (like Wilshire &
Vermont) is often underutilized and not a
preferable design for future development.
x "Less massing is better" in terms joint
development. Some members are worried about
shadow impacts of future development on
residential areas.
x Members favored site plan designs that had
passes or arcades through the plaza to allow
easy circulation from Detroit.
x Members would like to know more about the
Metro station generator (i.e. How tall? How
close can future buildings be to it? Can future
development building on top of it? Is it a
permanent structure? Can it be moved? Is it
noisy? How often is it tested? Can it go
underground? Access/ingress issues?)
x What happens to the dirt removed during
construction?
x There should be knock out panels at all four
corners for future development and access.
TORTI GALLAS AND
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Station Design

The SAAG members had several comments
regarding station design, including:
x The intersection should be well lit.
x Art should be very visible.
x The area should have wide sidewalks like the
block along Wilshire west of Detroit.
x There should be good connectivity to residential
and businesses adjacent to station.
x Signage and wayfinding is important. There
should be a map of the local area.
x Lighting is important.
x Security is important.

Station Artwor

The SAAG members had several comments and
comments regarding station art, including:
x What is the community input framework? Who
is involved in the input?
x Is there room for community input later in the
process?
x Does the station art need a theme?
x A thematic art program could be good.
x Car culture vs. mass transit could be a historic
theme in looking at the corridor's past and
future.
x Art deco style is difficult to replicate well. It
might not be right for the station.
x Are there standards for tasteful, respectful art?
The religious community would like to have
some representation for art decisions to make
sure there are is not reference to nudity or other
distasteful things.
x The scale of the art will be important.
x The art should incorporate/acknowledge the
history of the area.
x What about neon as an art theme?
x The La Brea tar pits could be a theme?.
x The art should create a pleasant experience and
integrate the station with the street.
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
SAAG Workshop Attendees
Fairfa Station Area Ad isory Committee

Name
Steve Kramer
Evan Kaizer

Fred Goldstein

Jeff Jacobberger
Shelley Wagers
Buddy Pepp

Contact Info
323-964-7100. ext 0
swk@kramerlaw.biz
323-931-6022
ejkaizer@sieroty.com
323-857-6048
fgoldstein@lacma.org

323-646-3308
jacobbergerj@sbcglobal.net
1-310-384-9876
Shelley@wagersmail.net
323-964-6356
bpepp@petersen.org

Diana Plotkin

323-653-6254
plotkindi@aol.com

Dr. Robert Newport

theholodoc@gmail.com

Henry Miller

213-494-5753
HenryM@99only.com
323-933-5190
kglaca@gmail.com
bernieclinch@gmail.com

Kevin Glynn
Bernie Clinch
Adam Lev
Joyce Kleifield
Bruce McCormick

323-692-5900
ALev@ratkovich.net
323-370-1220
Joyce.kleifield@lausd.net
323-841-0053
RBMcCormick@ca.rr.com

Other Info
Miracle Mile Chamber of
Commerce
President, Sieroty
Company
LACMA
Pam Kohanchi, Alternate
323-857-6103
pkohanchi@lacma.org
Chair, MCWNC
Beverly Wilshire Homes
Association
President, Petersen
Automotive Museum
Beverly Wilshire Homes
Association
Bob Cherno, Alternate
Carthay Circle
Neighborhood Association
99Cents Only Store
Marv Holen
MMRA
Park La Brea Residents
Association
Ratkovich
Fairfax HS
MCWNC

In addition, the following City Staff and City Council staff attended for the Wilshire / La Brea and/or Wilshire / Fairfax
station area discussions:
Nick Maricich
Susan Robinson
Jay Greenstein
Fernando Ramirez
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WILSHIRE / FAIRFAX
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
O er iew

The SAAG members of the Wilshire/Fairfax
unanimously favor the primary portal location at the
May Company (i.e. LACMA West) building. The
Metro Team explained that there are several
unknowns regarding the feasibility of the LACMA
West portal until studies are done to determine
seismic impacts and upgrades needed. The Metro
team explained that all aspects of the portal option
sites (construction staging, access, seismic issues,
etc) are being evaluated by the staff. The staff will
make recommendations, but ultimately the Metro
Board will make the final decision on portal
locations.

Portal O tion Comments

The SAAG members made the following comments
during the workshop.
x There are too many unknowns right now for the
group to understand the advantages of all of the
portal options.
x The SAAG members don't want complexity to
rule out LACMA prematurely. Metro should find
out sooner than later if seismic upgrades are
needed to build the portal at LACMA West.
x The station portal needs to be at LACMA West
(not across the street at Johnie's).
x Some members would like Metro to bring the
portal closer to Wilshire/Fairfax.
x There should be a knock-out panel on south side
of Wilshire.
x Some
members
would
like
mixed-use
development at the Johnie's parcel, not an open
plaza.
x Some members would like for Johnie's to be
used as a secondary portal with LACMA West as
the primary portal. As a secondary portal,
Johnie's could be used as a "quick stop" for
coffee, etc with bike station amenities.
x The Farmer's Market and the Grove are
destination points that need to be considered for
portal location options (south side, Orange
Grove and Ogden) and crossing through LACMA
to get to destinations to the north.
x Bus integration at the LACMA destination is the
only way to get people to use public transit.

TORTI GALLAS AND
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ACMA Station

oo

The SAAG members made the following comments
during the workshop regarding station art and
design.
x LACMA is premier location and cultural
destination.
x The architectural detail of the LACMA West
building is a natural draw to the station.
x The station should have strong art theme so
that the "look" of the station will tell you where
you are.
x Art and design needs to be reflective of LACMA
as a destination - not "kitsch." SAAG members
want innovative design, a statement of the art
culture, LACMA, Peterson Museum.
x The LACMA West building portal location display
windows need to stay, they could be used for
art.
x There should be a permanent site for "rotating
art" in LACMA west windows and "in-station"
art, gift shop, restaurants, etc.
x Lighting is important.

Pedestrian A ti ity

The SAAG members made the following comments
during the workshop regarding pedestrian activity.
x Emerging from the station should place people
near the LACMA entrance "creating a pedestrian
environment" that spans from the LACMA
entrance across Wilshire.
x Increased animation will result no matter where
the portals are (north or south), except for
LACMA West, which is covered.
x Station design should help create more of a
pedestrian environment. The station area needs
crosswalks, walking pathways, signalization, etc.
x Metro should create a pedestrian corridor that is
a pleasant experience.
x The City of LA needs to rethink LADOT
mitigation measures for development that will
support a pedestrian corridor.
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
SAAG Workshop Attendees
a Cienega Station Area Ad isory Committee
Name
Howard Fisher

Contact Info
310-556-4401 (home)
310-553-2000 (office)
HSF@howardsfisher.com

Joyce Braun

310-557-1930 (home)
310-567-4514 (mobile)
joycelb@prodigy.net
310-273-6697 (home)
310-273-7046 (business)
cormans@earthlink.net
310-652-2827
tjohnson@lawrysonline.com
310-751-0082
ajwillmer@ajdj.com
310-201-0515
blumenlove@aol.com
323-782-7877
AMcCauley@lfp.com

Craig Corman
Todd Johnson
AJ Willmer
Michael Blumenfeld
Amanda McCauley

Other Info
Public Works Commission
(outgoing)
Traffic & Parking
Commission (incoming)
Traffic & Parking
Commission
Planning Commission
General Manager, Lawrys
Area resident. Proposed by
both City & Chamber.
Area resident.
Flynt Building

In addition, the following City Staff staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo station area
discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Martha Eros
Peter Noonan
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WILSHIRE / LA CIENEGA
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
x

O er iew

The SAAG members of the Wilshire/La Cienega
focused their discussion on future development,
station art, and station plaza design.

Future De elo ment

The group had many comments regarding future
joint development studies shown at the table. Their
comments included:
x The best design configuration would have the
most development potential.
x The property is valuable and should be
developed with a building over time.
x What is the City's role during the process of
future development? Will their be zoning
changes?
x The current portal configuration does not leave
enough area for viable parking for future
development.
x Will the zoning change to allow less parking in
transit zone?
x There could be a shared parking option in order
to avoid special rules and variances.
x The SAAG Members are concerned with the
number of parking being removed. They would
want to allow sufficient space for underground
parking since the area has viable development
potential.
x Some members would like to see a circular
drop-off area lined with retail. A kiss n ride
should have a liner of retail along edge of plaza.

x

What are the qualifications of Metro art team?
(Metro chooses a Beverly Hills advisory group
selected in consultation with the City.)
How are the artists selected? How does the
community offer input on artist selection and
final art work?

Station Pla a Design

The group varied in their ideas for a future station
plaza. The members could not unanimously agree
on the ideal size of the potential plaza. Their
comments included:
x About half the SAAG group favors a more open
station plaza design, while the other half would
prefer the station to be a pass through.
x PA bigger plaza is too inviting for homeless.
Members would like a safe and inviting station
plaza.
x A large plaza may become too difficult to
activate.
x A large plaza would need temporary uses to
become more active, such as cafes and farmer's
markets.
x Some Members would not like to see a farmer's
market at the station.
x Cedars Sinai shuttle stops should be considered
in the design of the plaza.

Station Artwor

The group had the following comments and
questions regarding station art and design.
x The station should be an iconic gateway into
Beverly Hills.
x The station design should be distinctive from Los
Angeles.
x Marketing for the station should be compatible
with the marketing for the City of Beverly Hills.
x SAAG Members would like to see a 1930s theme
for the station area.
x The members expressed some concern about
the art decision process. (Metro controls and
maintains the art work while artists keep the
copyrights.)
x Members would like to know how to become
more involved in the final decision for choosing
the artwork. (Metro creates selection process
with community. The art selection process
begins during Preliminary Engineering.)
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

Metro Westside Subway Extension

8

WILSHIRE / RODEO
SAAG Workshop Attendees
Rodeo Station Area Ad isory Committee
Name
Bill Wiley
Joe Shooshani
Noah Furie
Jeff Levine
William Shaw
Kelly Pucci
Alan Abramson
Joe Tilem
Hermann Elger

Tom Blumenthal
Douglas Chrismas
Raffi Cohen

Contact Info
310-247-7040
bwiley@2rodeo.com
310-273-2239 (home)
213-748-7869 (business)
joe@bobcometal.com
310-203-5454 (home)
310-310-954-1062 (business)
noah@bfcloans.com
310-967-0022 (home)
310-358-3489 (business)
jeff@levinegroups.com
310-385-3917 (office)
310-402-3966 (cell)
Jennifer.cooke@fourseasons.com
310-246-1881
kpucci@gcomfort.com
310-275-8397
UncleAlPal@aol.com
310-273-3313
mayorjo@aol.com
310-860-7800
HElger@montagehotels.com

tblumenthal@gearys.com
310-273-4741
323-935-4411
AceGallery@AceGallery.net
310-273-2733
Raffi@galaxyhodling.com

Other Info
General Manager, 2 Rodeo
Public Works Commission
Planning Commission
Traffic & Parking
Commission
Beverly Wilshire Hotel,
Director of Public Relations
George Comfort & Sons
own Wilsh/Bev property
B&A Management Company
Will miss 1st meeting.
Former BH Mayor
Montage Hotel
Joined by Jay Newman,
Athens Group (Hotel
Developer):
310-899-4184
310-963-8628 (cell)
jnewman@athensdevco.com
Geary’s
Ace Gallery
Galaxy Commercial
Properties

In addition, the following City Staff attended for the Wilshire / La Cienega and/or Wilshire / Rodeo station area
discussions:
Aaron Kunz
Peter Noonan
Martha Eros
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WILSHIRE / RODEO
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
O er iew

The SAAG members of the Wilshire/Rodeo had a
heated discussion about the portal options being
evaluated. While many concerns were expressed for
each portal option, the group seemed to agree that
the ACE Gallery location was the "lesser or evils" and
best portal location of those being evaluation. The
group is very concerned about construction
mitigation and potential impacts to businesses. The
group also requested more information on how the
three portal locations (currently being evaluated)
were selected.

Portal O tions

The group discussed all of the portal options. Below
is a summary of the comments from various portal
options.
nion an Full Portal
In general, most of the members felt that the
impacts from a Union Bank portal would be too
great on the Rodeo Drive businesses and Beverly
Wilshire Hotel. They also felt that the loss of parking
at Union Bank made this option unfeasible.
O tion A: an of Ameri a Full Portal
The group unanimously agreed that taking a lane
(southbound)
on
Beverly
would
be
an
"unacceptable" impact on the station area; Beverly
is "too busy" of a street and intersection.

also accomplish this. However, the impacts to
businesses would be greater as the portal is closer
to Rodeo Drive. One SAAG member expressed his
concern that two portals would add more cost to the
project and create more negative impacts from
construction in two locations. Hence, in his view,
one portal is better than one and a half.

Other Comments

Other comments and questions from the SAAG
group included:
x We need to support major retail streets on south
side (of Wilshire).
x What is a meaningful station?
x How do you drop off/meet people at the portal?
x We need a "drop off zone."
x There needs to be 24 hour toilets.
x There station needs on-site police with parking
spaces for police cars.
x What is the impact of construction on historic
buildings during construction?
x What are the trucking (haul routes) for
materials?
x Why not move the station west to the Sak's 5th
Avenue site? Or move it northwest to the
Budget site on Santa Monica Blvd?
x Why not use the parking lot across from Canon
Drive as a portal location?

O tion : an of Ameri a Full Portal
The SAAG members expressed that while the traffic
impact is reduced, the impact to underground
parking at the Bank of America building would be
too great. The loss of parking is a "non-starter" for
the Bank of America building representative.
AC Gallery Full Portal
Most SAAG members believe that this is the best
location given the portal options because it has the
least impact on traffic and businesses. Some
members see this portal as "too far" from Rodeo
Drive.
S lit Portal O tions
The majority of the SAAG members view a full portal
at ACE Gallery and a half portal at Bank of America
as the best option, if impacts to traffic along Beverly
can be avoided, as well as impacts to the Bank of
America parking. This would allow for a portal on
both the north and south side of Wilshire. A split
portal at Union Bank and Bank of America would
TORTI GALLAS AND
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CENTURY CITY
SAAG Workshop Attendees
Century City Station Area Ad isory Committee
Name
Carol Spencer
Steve Breuer
Richard Harmetz
Sarah Shaw
Bob Hale
Joe de Tuno
Cameron Benson
Susan Bursk
Renee Watkinson
John Goodwin
Lou Marienthal
Joe Marcinek

Contact Info
310-785-0619 (home)
Cc_neighborhood@earthlink.net
310-556-3386
sebnbb@sbcglobal.net
(310) 277-6505
Gratiano@pacbell.net
310-551-0077
shaw@jmbrealtycorp.com
323-785-5100
bob@RCHStudios.com
310-824-2200
Joe@woodridgecapital.com
310-789-2179
cbenson@wattplaza.com
310-553-2222
susan@centurycitycc.com
310-226-7400
Renee.Watkinson@cbre.com
310-445-8457
jgoodwin@us.westfield.com
307-277-8032
loudena@pacbell.net
310-789jmarcinek@wattcompanies.com

Other Info
Comstock Hills
President Century City
Homeowners Alliance
Tract 7260
JMB Realty/Constellation
Place
Rios Clementi Hale Studios
Woodridge Capital/Next
Century Associates
(Century Plaza Hotel)
Watt Companies
Alternate: Joe Marcinek
Century City Chamber of
Commerce
CB Richard Ellis
Westfield
VP, Century City
Homeowners Alliance.
Resident, Century Hill
Watt Companies

In addition, the following City Staff and City Council staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station
area discussions:
Susan Robinson
Connie Tipton
Jay Grenstein
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CENTURY CITY
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
x

O er iew

The Century City SAAG members unanimously favor
a portal along Constellation at Ave of the Stars over
a portal along Santa Monica Blvd. Whether the
portal is on the northeast or southwest corner of the
Ave of the Stars/Constellation intersection is less of
a concern. The SAAG members wanted to know how
their input was being used and weighted with regard
to other considerations in station design. The group
had many questions regarding how a final decision
will be made on the portal location, and expressed
their deep concern that "politics" may dictate portal
decisions, rather than good transit planning
principles. The group emphasized that they think
that a portal location at Century Park East would be
a "waste of resources." The members are afraid that
Beverly Hills will attempt to block and de-fund the
project if they "don't get their way." The group also
expressed some concern about the lack of
transparency of background studies and that
decisions could be made based an "invisible
geological report" that the public may not have
access to. David Mieger explained that the number
one criteria for station selection is public safety.
The group had several questions for David Mieger
regarding staging areas and timing. The group
consensus was that property owners would be
willing to work with Metro on staging areas to
enable a portal at Constellation/Ave of the Stars.
G.B. Arrington discussed the trend TOD scenarios
briefly with the SAAG members. The group also
discussed public art with Maya Emsden. The SAAG
members are very interested in public art for the
station area and would like to be included in the
public art process in an advisory capacity.

General

uestions

The following questions were posed by SAAG
members during the June SAAG workshop.
x What do the consultants think is the best portal
location?
x Under what buildings does Constellation route
go under?
x What are the pros and cons of each alignment
(i.e. Constellation vs. Santa Monica)?
x Why are there multiple portal options at
Westwood when Century City only has one?
x Is it possible to change the bus routes once the
station is built (i.e. could buses along Santa
Monica be re-routed to a Constellation station)?

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

x
x
x
x
x
x

What are the staging areas for the Santa Monica
station location and Constellation station
location?
How important is the availability of staging site
in determining the station location?
How long will Constellation NOT be accessible
during station construction?
Has a subway station ever been built on a fault
line?
How is the SAAG member input used/weighed?
What is the impact of funding legislation on
schedule? "30/10"
How did G.B. constrain parking in his model?
How likely is G.B.'s trend scenario exercise from
a numerical exercise?

General Comments

The following comments were made by SAAG
members during the June SAAG workshop.
x Knock out panels are desired at every corner at
Constellation/Ave of the Stars, except for the
southeast corner.
x There should be multiple portals so that people
don't have to cross bus streets.
x Underground crossings are the opposite of what
Century City needs. We want people on the
streets to have an active pedestrian realm.
x JMB is planning a mobility hub at their proposed
transit plaza.

Station Artwor

SAAG members had the following questions and
comments.
x How does Metro budget for the artwork?
x Is the artwork fully funded by Metro or is there
some funding coming from private or city
sources?
x How does changeable/temporary art work?
x Would Metro be open if approached by a
credible institution (i.e Annenberg Foundation)
to help guide the public art and station design?
x Can development project funds be used for
station art work?
x What are the rules for advertising in stations?
x The character of the community should be
reflected in the Century City station art. Can the
community define the theme for the artists?
x How can the community become part of the art
selection process?
x How do artists make their proposals? Do they
show the actual proposed artwork or concepts?
x If you select the right artist, you don't have to
worry about the actual final design.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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WILSHIRE / WESTWOOD
SAAG Workshop Attendees
Westwood/ C A Station Area Ad isory Committee

Name
Jeff Averill

Kam Hekmat
Tony Ranger
Angela Rinebold

John K. Heidt
Michael Metcalfe
Debbie Nussbaum
Jackie Freedman
Dr. Wolfgang Veith
Clinton Schudy
Gail Friedman
Steve Sann
Thomas Schneider
Richard A.
Fragapane
Matt Abularach

Contact Info
310-825-9677
javerill@capnet.ucla.edu
310-824-3000
khekmat@indivest.com
310-203-9199
tranger@topa.com
310-446-2208
Angela_Rinebold@equityoffice.com

310-593-0093 ext. 108 (office)
jheidt@heidttorres.com
310-474-6418 (home office)
m.metcalfe@verizon.net
310-476-3242
Nussbaum3@earthlink.net
310-474-2946
jldfree@aol.com
310-208-6624 (home office)
wolfgangveith@verizon.net
310-208-6559 (office)
landedinla@yahoo.com
310-208-3131 (office)
gail@sarahleonardjewelers.com
213-448-8147 (cell)
Stevesann2001@yahoo.com
310-208-2227 ext. 106
t_schneider@bartonmyers.com
949-433-1515 (cell)
949-465-0187 (office direct)
rfragapane@themullercompany.com
909-855-2108
Mabu9008@gmail.com

Other Info
UCLA Campus Architect
Alternate: Dave Karwaski
Indivest
President, TOPA Management
Company
Equity Office. Owns several
Westwood office properties
Alternate: Charlie Hobey
626-304-6103
charles_hobey@equityoffice.com
Westwood Homeowners
Association
Westwood Homeowners
Association
Westwood Hills Property Owners
Association
Holmby-Westwood Property
Owners Association
North Westwood Village
Residents Association
Oakely’s Barber Shop
Sarah Leonard Fine Jewelers
NINETHIRTY & The Backyard at
the W
Barton Myers Associates
(Architecture)
The Muller Company (owns
Westwood Medical Plaza)
Alternate: Amy Martin
UCLA Student, USAC Facilities
Commission; Parking &
Transportation Co-Chair

In addition, the following City Staff and City Council staff attended for the Century City and/or Westwood station area
discussions:
Susan Robinson
Connie Tipton
Jay Grenstein
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.
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WESTWOOD/UCLA
SAAG Member Discussion Summary
x

O er iew

The SAAG members of the Westwood/UCLA focused
their discussion the portal locations and station
design needs. SAAG members felt strongly that
there should be a portal on the both the north and
the south side of Wilshire as they believe it is unsafe
to have a lot of pedestrian traffic crossing Wilshire
Blvd. Below is a compilation of comments for the
three portal locations.

Portal O tions
Westwood Medi al Portal O tion
x

x
x
x

x

x

x
x

x

x
x

Some SAAG Members would prefer a portal at
the NW corner of Wilshire/Westwood instead of
the current portal configuration in the parking
garage.
By placing the portal in the garage, the area can
make potential for supportive retail inside the
portal entrance area.
If there were to be retail at the portal, it should
not compete with the retail and shops at the
Village.
Members want to know if the Westwood Medical
building at the NW corner is historic. The Chase
bank location was originally a coffee shop. This
issue needs to be investigated by SHPO.
Members would like to see a switchback portal
(instead of the current "straight run"
configuration) to bring the portal closer to the
corner. The property owner is concerned a
switchback portal may affect the column
structure of the building.
The current sidewalk width on Westwood Blvd is
not wide enough to support high pedestrian
traffic and people waiting for the bus. Members
desire more generous sidewalks, particularly
along Westwood, north of portal.
Removing a lane would calm traffic on
Westwood and allow for wider sidewalks for
pedestrian traffic.
Members agreed that traffic calming would be
good for the Village. If they would loose a lane,
they would prefer it to be on the west side of
Westwood, not along Wilshire Blvd.
Members would like the current bus stop at the
NW corner on Westwood to be relocated to the
north (at Kinross) to reduce congestion and
provide more waiting space.
Members would like a high level of service for
pedestrians.
Members suggested a study of diagonal parking
near the north portal on Westwood.
TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

Village business owners would prefer for there
to be pedestrian traffic between the portal and
shops for better business.
Some separation between the portal and bus
stop could create "friction" with pedestrian
traffic, and hence, create customers for retail
area.

x

Westwood South Portal O tion
x

Members want a full portal on south side of
Wilshire.
Members would like the half portal to include a
set of escalators that move up and down and/or
an elevator to make it more accessible to
passengers with disabilities.
Portals should each elevators and escalators that
go both up and down at each half portal.

x

x

x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x

ot

Portal O tion

Members preferred Scheme B (frontage road)
instead of Scheme A for Lot 36.
For the Scheme B, the frontage road details,
such as exits, need further study.
Some Members want the portal closer to Gayley
to make a closer connection to the Village. The
existing alley can be enhanced for pedestrians.
Because Lot 36 is currently a large vacant lot,
the precise location of portal needs further study
(re: UCLA Building location is a factor).
Since there cannot be any construction above
the storm drain, a possible pedestrian
connection to the Village may be an option.
Members believe that the linkage between the
portal and the Village is important.
Members would like pedestrian connections
between the portal and UCLA shuttles on
Kinross.
The portal on Lot 36 can possibly bring the arts
and culture of the Village closer to Wilshire.
UCLA is unsure of what's to come in Lot 36 (i.e.
buildings), potential Village storefront.
People who live in Westwood would like parking
near the portal entrance to then take the train
Downtown and to Century City.
UCLA is considering some public parking outside
Lot 36, at Lot 32.
The station needs good bus and pedestrian
circulation through the station area.
Members suggested that UCLA buses could run
on Kinross while Metro and other buses could
stop at the Westwood/Wilshire transit corner to
disperse pedestrian traffic better.
Bicyclists have issues moving through Westwood
Village and parking in Westwood.
Metro Westside Subway Extension
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SAAG WORKSHOP PHOTOS

TORTI GALLAS AND
PARTNERS, INC.

Metro Westside Subway Extension

15

WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION
Station Area Advisory Group | Subway Tour April 2011

SAAG METRO RED/PURPLE LINE TOUR* | APRIL 2011

* Please take notes and photos along the tour and send them to Georgia Sheridan at gsheridan@tortigallas.com.
For any other questions regarding the tour or Station Area Advisory Groups, contact Jody Litvak at Litvakj@metro.net.

Metro

WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION: LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

FUTURE PURPLE LINE STATIONS

Metro

1. Wilshire/La Brea
2. Wilshire/Fairfax
3. Wilshire/La Cienega
4. Wilshire/Rodeo
5. Century City
6. Westwood/UCLA
7. Westwood/VA Hospital

2

METRO SYSTEM MAP
GETTING TO METRO HEADQUARTERS
One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Located on the east side of Union Station at the corner of
Cesar E. Chavez Ave and Vignes Street
Metro Headquarters is easily accessible by various rail
and bus lines. Go to www.metro.net for trip planning
information.

RED & PURPLE LINE TOUR MAP

Driving Directions From 101 Southbound to Metro Garage
Exit at Alameda St.
Turn left at Commercial St.
Turn left at Center St and continue straight on to Ramirez St.
Cross Vignes St into the underground parking entrance (use
middle lane).

FW

Y

Driving Directions From 101 Northbound to Metro Garage
Exit at Vignes St and stay in left-hand lane.
Then turn left at the light into the underground parking
entrance (use middle lane).
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3
COMMERCIA

RED AND PURPLE LINE TOUR SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, APRIL 1ST STATION TOUR*
9:30am
Meet @ Metro Headquarters
9:40am
Depart for Union Station
9:46am
Train Departs Union Station for 7th/Metro
10:10am
Train Departs 7th/Metro for Wilshire/Vermont
10:43am
Train Departs Wilshire/Vermont for Hollywood/Vine
11:11am
Train Departs Hollywood/Vine for Vermont/Sunset
11:39am
Train Departs Vermont/Sunset for Union Station
11:55am
Train Arrives at Union Station
12:00pm
Tour Conclusion
SUNDAY, APRIL 3RD STATION TOUR*
1:30pm
Meet @ Metro Headquarters
1:40pm
Depart for Union Station
1:46pm
Train Departs Union Station for 7th/Metro
2:10pm
Train Departs 7th/Metro for Wilshire/Vermont
2:43pm
Train Departs Wilshire/Vermont for Hollywood/Vine
3:11pm
Train Departs Hollywood/Vine for Vermont/Sunset
3:39pm
Train Departs Vermont/Sunset for Union Station
3:55pm
Train Arrives at Union Station
4:00pm
Tour Conclusion
*We encourage you to arrive early to Metro Headquarters for the
tour. Please be sure to be at the station platform at least two minutes
before the train departs.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER ALONG YOUR TOUR....
1. Is the Station Area easy to ﬁnd? Easy to navigate?

2. Is it easy to transfer to another mode of transportation? Bus, shuttle, bike?

3. Is it easy to navigate from the Station Area to destinations in the neighborhood?
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Metro

THINGS TO CONSIDER ALONG YOUR TOUR....
4. What is the quality of the architecture, materials, and landscaping? How do they affect the station and station area?

5. What kind of amenities are in the Station Area? Vendors? Shade? Seating?

6. How does the station art and design contribute to the station character and the neighborhood?
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Station Aerial Map

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS
Station Location (Easy to Find)

Station Quality and Character

Station Photo

Transit Connections (Bus, Bike, Etc)

Station Art, Lighting, Materials

Amenities (Vendors, Landscaping, Etc)

Metro Signs and Neighborhood Signs
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DN

VERMONT AVE

2 WILSHIRE/VERMONT

WILSHIRE BLVD
Station Aerial Map

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS
Station Location (Easy to Find)

Station Quality and Character

Station Photo

Transit Connections (Bus, Bike, Etc)

Station Art, Lighting, Materials

Amenities (Vendors, Landscaping, Etc)

Metro Signs and Neighborhood Signs
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3 HOLLYWOOD/VINE

DN

HOLLYWOOD BLVD

Station Aerial Map

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS
Station Location (Easy to Find)

Station Quality and Character

Station Photo

Transit Connections (Bus, Bike, Etc)

Station Art, Lighting, Materials

Amenities (Vendors, Landscaping, Etc)

Metro Signs and Neighborhood Signs
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Metro

VERMONT AVE

4 VERMONT/SUNSET

DN

SUNSET BLVD
Station Aerial Map

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS
Station Location (Easy to Find)

Station Quality and Character

Station Photo

Transit Connections (Bus, Bike, Etc)

Station Art, Lighting, Materials

Amenities (Vendors, Landscaping, Etc)

Metro Signs and Neighborhood Signs
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5 UNION STATION

DN

UNION

PATSO

STATIO

URAS T

N

RANSIT

PLAZA
Station Aerial Map

Station Photo

NOTES/OBSERVATIONS
Station Location (Easy to Find)

Transit Connections (Bus, Bike, Etc)

Station Art, Lighting, Materials

Station Quality and Character

Amenities (Vendors, Landscaping, Etc)

Metro Signs and Neighborhood Signs

11

Metro

FINAL OBSERVATIONS*
Favorite Station? Why?

Least Favorite Station? Why?

GENERAL COMMENTS:

* Please take notes and photos along the tour and send them to Georgia Sheridan at gsheridan@tortigallas.com.
For any other questions regarding the tour or Station Area Advisory Groups, contact Jody Litvak at Litvakj@metro.net.
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