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Is the subway the right way?
July 17, 2007

Re " 'Subway to the Sea' plan still adrift," July 14
Given the boondoggles that have occurred with the rail system over the last 30 years,
shouldn't consideration be given as to whether a route under Wilshire Boulevard is the
best idea? The article mentions that the route would pass near Century City. Wouldn't it
be better to alter the route to include it? Wouldn't it be better to have the route go north at
San Vicente Boulevard to and westward down Santa Monica Boulevard at least as far as
Century City, allowing direct connections to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and West
Hollywood, to generate more ridership? The kind of people who live or work in Century
City or West Hollywood are more likely to use the train to get downtown if they can do so
directly and not have to rely on the bus or a shuttle to get to a station.
RICK MITCHELL
Los Angeles
•
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A viable alternative to subways are busways, not on major streets such as Wilshire but
rather on the former railroad rights of way owned by the city. Former railways run along
San Vicente Boulevard and Burton Way from the Miracle Mile to Beverly Hills, Slauson
Avenue from mid-city to Marina del Rey, and Venice Boulevard from mid-city to Venice.
They can produce the same results as the Orange Line for a fraction of the costs of
subway construction, while providing service decades sooner. The Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and Westside homeowners may not like the idea of busways.
However, time is passing and the public wants affordable public transit.
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What political machinery in this city/county prevents or has prevented the building of a
monorail system as our method of public transportation? We've seen Disneyland's for 50
years. We like it. With the massive increase in population this area will have by 2050,
why is there continued useless talk about an exorbitantly priced subway to the sea, more
and more freeway lanes and even double-decker freeways in an earthquake-prone
area? Where is the transportation common sense?
LOUISE DELANEY
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Sea levels are going to rise in the next 50 years, swamping low-lying coastal cities. We
don't know how much of Santa Monica will be underwater, but we can confidently
assume that the water table will rise into the tunnels of any new subway. We can no
longer assume the environment will remain stable and predictable. Planners should
switch their focus to above-ground light rail. It's much cheaper to build, operate, maintain
and reconstruct.
DANILA ODER
Los Angeles
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Discounted Valley summer power rates
are only fair
Article Last Updated: 10/31/2007 08:15:32 PM PDT

Discounted Valley summer power rates are only fair
THE Los Angeles City Council is considering an idea that would actually extend
some fair treatment to the San Fernando Valley for a change - and wouldn't you
know, various city leaders and insiders are already griping about it.
The idea is that when the Department of Water and Power raises electricity
rates, the Valley will get a modest break a few months of the year.
After all, the Valley can get beastly hot in the summer - remember the 119
degrees last year? - and it wouldn't be fair to make Vals pay a fortune just to
achieve the same level of comfort (and safety) as the rest of Los Angeles.
But fairness has never meant much to those over the hill who are doing all the
complaining.
They say it's wrong to make the rest of L.A. "subsidize" the Valley. Yet they've
rarely complained about the countless instances of the Valley being forced to
subsidize the rest of L.A. - literally for decades.
For example, the Valley pays about 10percent more in taxes than it gets back
in city services.
Developers who want to build downtown or in Hollywood or elsewhere in the
city get huge tax breaks, subsidies and taxpayer-provided upgrades to
infrastructure while the Valley gets almost no help.
And police response times in the Valley are much worse than in the rest of L.A.
because city officials have consistently deprived the Valley of an adequate
number of cops.

Advertisement

The reason for these and numerous
other examples of unfairness, city
officials say, is because most of the
city's middle class lives in the Valley,
so it has less crime and less need.
Valley residents have fought for
years with little success to get a fair
deal from City Hall, a fair share of city
services.
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But if we accept this logic, then why
shouldn't it apply to cheaper
electricity?
The Valley is hotter than the rest of
Los Angeles. It needs more air
conditioning in the summer, thus it
also needs a cut in electricity prices.
If Los Angeles is the great
experiment in misguided municipal
socialism that city leaders envision it
to be - from each according to his
ability, to each according to his need
- why shouldn't the Valley get discounted power, just as South L.A. gets
disproportionate police representation?
Or downtown gets subsidies for developers?
Or the Westside will likely get a colossally expensive subway to the sea?
What about our needs?
City leaders can't have it both ways. If the Valley is going to continue to pay the
city's bills, it ought to be entitled to some of the breaks, too.
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Density madness
City Hall wants taller buildings, not a better city
Article Last Updated:08/27/2007 09:35:50 PM PDT

LOS Angeles' politicians want to Manhattanize downtown by relaxing rules on tall buildings and allowing super-small living spaces. They're
ready to commit billions of dollars to a subway to the sea that won't be operational for decades. And they are gearing up to lift
size-restriction limits on new residential buildings citywide, provided that the buildings include some affordable housing.
Hold on a moment.
All this speeding toward densifying L.A. with little preparation and mitigation should have the city's residents worried sick.
This is the growth-at-any-price thinking that got L.A. into trouble in the first place - sprawl without transportation solutions, neighborhoods
devoid of open space, profits ahead of people.
If much of the city of 4 million is already congested from dawn to late evening, what will it be like with 5 million people? If there are too
few parks, schools and public facilities now, what will it be like then? If there's already too many poor people and not enough good jobs,
will a city of high-rises and gridlocked streets afford more people good opportunities in the future?
Good questions, none of which are being answered by City Hall. The powers that be are too busy holding hands with the developers, who
will no doubt pass on some of their considerable proceeds to feed a political system that has failed the people for too long.
For a glimpse of what this ultra-dense L.A. of tomorrow looks like, one only has to look to the Westside of today, where traffic is so bad
it's created a backlash so strong the Valley is no longer the only bastion of NIMBYism.
The city is bound by the state's "density bonus," which had been only allowed on a case-by-case basis previously. This provision allows
city planners to approve developments that exceed the usual size for an area and give developers other incentives for including affordable
housing such as requiring fewer parking spaces.
City Hall can't stop this provision, but it can put the brakes on this all-out race toward growth. It can do so by putting a general
moratorium on new development - any development - until the city comes up with a comprehensive plan that ensures traffic and
transportation improvements, that identifies that what makes this city great and unique are its neighborhoods, which should be protected
and not razed for the sake of profits.
If the City Council can require that Home Depot mitigate every possible impact of its conversion of a big-box store in Sunland-Tujunga,
then the same rules should apply to every project.
A denser city might be the inevitable future for Los Angeles, but it doesn't have to mean a worse city. With the right planning, the city can
accommodate growth without destroying itself.
Smart growth is possible, but it takes smart political leadership. And that won't happen unless voters mobilize to fight for the kind of city
they want - a livable city where streets are safe and hard-working families prosper.
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From the Los Angeles Times

L.A. subway plans take a radical shift
A new route along Santa Monica Boulevard is considered instead of the Wilshire corridor, bypassing the Miracle Mile and Hancock Park.

By Rong-Gong Lin II
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer
November 3, 2007
After trying for three decades to build a subway down Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles County transit officials are now considering a radically
different route that would send the Westside rail line though Hollywood, West Hollywood and the Beverly Center area.
The new proposed alignment for the "Subway to the Sea" would extend west from the Hollywood/Highland Red Line station, roughly following
Santa Monica Boulevard through Beverly Hills, a route that backers say should dip south to connect with the Beverly Center mall and Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center.
The new concept is still in its preliminary stages, and the Wilshire alignment remains on the table. But even though officials don't have funding for
the $6-billion project, the new concept has sparked much debate because of how crucial many officials see the subway to easing the Westside's
traffic woes.
The new route would bypass the Miracle Mile and Hancock Park, where opposition remains strong to a subway from residents in the upscale
residential district.
At the same time, officials and residents in Hollywood and West Hollywood are rolling out the welcome mat, saying the younger, apartment-living
residents in that area would be more likely to take the subway.
"We have a tremendous ridership base that would use it," said West Hollywood Councilman Jeffrey Prang.
But the new route perplexes some transit experts, who note that bus ridership is much h igher on the Wilshire bus lines than on those along Santa
Monica Boulevard.
Buses that run along Wilshire attract 64,300 boardings a day, making it the top bus cor ridor in the Metropolitan Transportation Authority area,
which covers much of Los Angeles County. Santa Monica Boulevard's bus ridership comes in a distant fourth, with 34,900 boardings a day. (Two
boardings make up one round trip.)
"The preferred route is where the highest-density corridor is, and that's definitely al ong the Wilshire area," said Genevieve Giuliano, director of the
National Center for Metropolitan Transportation Research at USC.
The MTA's rail planning has come under scrutiny since officials revealed Thursday that the light-rail Exposition Line from downtown to Culver
City is expected to cost $145 million, or nearly 23%, more than the original budget cal led for.
The MTA is examining the pros and cons of each subway route to determine which one deserves further study for an environmental impact report.
Officials have not come up with a cost estimate for either alignment.
The last detailed study to explore extending the subway westward was done more than 15 years ago. A subway along Wilshire has long been
considered a crucial part of the backbone for a rail system in L.A.
When the idea was raised in the early 1980s, residents and businesses rose up to oppose it, citing concerns about construction delays, the danger
from underground methane deposits and a possible increase in crime.
But over the last three decades, some of that opposition has dropped as traffic has wor sened.
At a recent public meeting, Miracle Mile resident Diana Eisele, 54, recalled how diffic ult it was for her relatives from London and Rome to navigate
L.A.'s mass transit system.
"It's downright embarrassing trying to get them around the city," said Eisele, who live s two blocks north of Wilshire on Citrus Avenue.
Eisele also said she has suffered her share of the increasing congestion. She teaches f itness programs for senior citizens around the city. Recently,
she had to reschedule the start of her class in West Los Angeles from 9 a.m. to 9:30 a. m. because morning traffic is so unpredictable. Still, she says
she is often late.
But others along Wilshire remain opposed to a subway there.

11/5/2007 9:06 AM

Los Angeles Times: L.A. subway plans take a radical shift

2 of 2

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/california/la-me-rail3nov03,0...

"Subways were developed for vertical cities of the last century. This is a horizontal c ity," said Mike Genewick, president of the Windsor Square
Neighborhood Assn., known for its stately historic mansions.
He said he feared that a subway stop at Wilshire and Crenshaw boulevards, and added pre ssure for development, would "block sunlight and increase
crime in single-family residential area."
The subway is getting a much better reception a few miles north.
"Places with larger, more expensive homes tend to be more resistant to anything that impacts their neighborhoods," said West Hollywood's Prang.
In his city, "you have a very receptive community that will welcome mass transportation options."
Erik Sanjurjo, a member of the Hollywood United Neighborhood Council board, said the proposed shift to Hollywood and West Hollywood makes
demographic sense.
"I think there's a lot of young people who move around that area; that part of the city has a lot of jobs, entertainment, restaurants and theater," he
said. "There's a lot of activity; the people of that area want a way to move around."
But in Beverly Hills, some officials seem to favor Wilshire over Santa Monica.
"Wilshire Boulevard gets really clogged in the afternoon; almost at times it becomes like a parking lot," said Mayor Jimmy Delshad. "On Santa
Monica Boulevard, we face a lot of homes."
Beverly Hills' mass transit committee has endorsed the Wilshire alignment, which would run through the city's primary commercial district. Nearly
75% of the traffic through Beverly Hills does not involve a stop there but is a result of commuters going to and from downtown L.A. and the
Westside, Delshad said.
Even if officials can agree on a route, whether the $6 billion needed to build the subw ay can be found remains a major question. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa's aides say they are studying possible funding scenarios, including "benefit assessment districts" that would levy extra taxes on property
owners within half a mile of the subway line. Another idea is to find a private firm that could build and possibly operate the subway.
But some MTA officials say the Subway to the Sea is just too expensive and that the money should be spent on smaller transit projects such as
busway and freeway expansions.
MTA officials are reviewing comments they received from public meetings last month on the subway and say they expect to present the board with
a route recommendation by summer.
ron.lin@latimes.com
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From the Los Angeles Times

Signal fixes get the green light
City Council approves $6 million in upgrades to help bring relief to traffic-weary residents on the Westside. More action is planned.

By Rong-Gong Lin II
August 16, 2007
L.A. officials Wednesday approved traffic improvements for the car-clogged Westside, including traffic signal upgrades at 361 intersections and the addition of 33 left-turn
lights.
The move comes after years of complaints about increasing congestion during rush hour, particularly on major boulevards such as Santa Monica, Wilshire and Olympic.
The city and regional officials are also considering several big-ticket improvements, including making Pico and Olympic boulevards one-way and building two rail projects.
But officials said they hope the signal improvements -- which include installing the latest software in traffic lights to speed cars through intersections and giving traffic
engineers live video monitoring -- can offer some immediate relief.
"We're in total gridlock on the Westside. It's a nightmare," said L.A. City Councilman Bill Rosendahl, who represents the Westside. "These are ... quick fixes that would give
people some relief."
The nearly $6 million in projects approved by the City Council on Wednesday are funded in part by developers' fees that are paid to the city to mitigate traffic problems, and
will benefit neighborhoods including West L.A., Westwood, Palms, Century City, Westchester, Venice, Playa del Rey and Mar Vista. Installation will begin later this year.
The first fix would replace hundreds of traffic signal computers that were installed in the 1980s and 1990s. The new hardware will be more finely tuned so that it can lengthen
green lights for streets with more congestion and be less likely to malfunction and switch to a flashing red light after a blackout, said Sean Skehan, principal transportation
engineer at the city Department of Transportation.
The upgrades also will supply more live data and video to the department's central headquarters, where traffic engineers can adjust traffic lights based on real-time data.
"So if we have heavy traffic on Pico going westbound, we can favor green lights westbound on Pico to alleviate traffic," Skehan said.
Adding more left-turn lights will enable motorists to make a left-turn more quickly during peak hours, Skehan said.
The Westside has some of the worst traffic in Los Angeles, in large part because of huge commercial development over the last two decades that has made Santa Monica,
Century City and Westwood major job hubs.
Traffic on the Westside's two major freeways -- the 405 and the 10 -- is increasing. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has declared Wilshire Boulevard the busiest
road in L.A. County. MTA research shows that it can take as long as 19 minutes to drive just one mile of Wilshire near the San Diego Freeway during evening rush hour. MTA
analysis has identified numerous Westside intersections where traffic is worsening. Among those at the top of the list: Venice Boulevard and Overland Avenue, Sunset
Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway, and Sunset Boulevard and Chautauqua Boulevard, where traffic has increased 38% since 1999.
"There's no secret that L.A. remains behind in modernizing its traffic lights," said Councilman Jack Weiss, whose district also includes the Westside. The action "we can take
today will produce real results right now."
Weiss and Councilwoman Wendy Greuel introduced a motion Wednesday to set up the first strategic transportation plan for the city. Last month, Weiss asked the city
Department of Transportation for its master plan and list of top needs, and found out there were none.
"It's municipal malpractice," Weiss said. "We have a strategic plan for other important aspects for our city, but the one most vexing issue, traffic. . . there's no vision
statement."
Also Wednesday, the council voted unanimously to apply for a $27-million federal grant to create bus-only lanes on Wilshire Boulevard, the densest region of employment and
population in the region.
If implemented, the proposal would use the curbside lanes of Wilshire Boulevard, which switch from street parking to a third, extra lane of traffic during rush hour, to bus-only
lanes.
Some traffic officials consider the bus-only lanes as an interim solution to the idea of the "Subway to the Sea," a proposed expansion of the Red Line beneath Wilshire
Boulevard that has long been stalled because of political issues and its projected $5-billion cost.
Officials said if the lanes work, it would encourage motorists to take the faster-moving buses, and reduce congestion along the dense corridor.
But not everyone was convinced that the lanes would work, and the idea has been criticized by some who believe it will punish motorists by taking the curbside lane away from
them during rush hour.
"You can't take a third of the drivable lanes from people who are already stuck in traffic for 45 minutes," said Jay Handal, chairman of the Greater West Los Angeles Chamber
of Commerce board. "Take a guy who earns a half-million dollars a year. He's going to drive to a parking lot and get on a bus? I don't think so."
ron.lin@latimes.com
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From the Los Angeles Times

'Subway to the Sea' plan still adrift
Despite some hopeful signs, a Wilshire line remains hung up on the question of who will foot the $5-billion price tag.

By Ari B. Bloomekatz and Steve Hymon
Times Staff Writers
July 14, 2007
Despite moves in Congress this week to lift a longtime ban on subway tunneling, the epic struggle to build a subway under Wilshire Boulevard
remains very much in the slow lane.
The "Subway to the Sea" has long been seen by transportation leaders as a key to easing L.A.'s notorious traffic congestion — but its $5-billion price
tag has long been a stumbling block.
Over the last year, the subway has been the subject of much discussion. Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa called the "Subway to the Sea"
crucial to the city's future and made it a top priority. Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Los Angeles), who two decades earlier had pushed through legislation
effectively banning tunneling under Wilshire, had a change of heart, and bills moved forward in Congress this week to reverse course.
But although political opposition has eased, money remains a seemingly unmovable obstacle.
Villaraigosa's office over the last year has been quietly gauging whether the public would agree to foot the bill. In one of the many private polls it has
commissioned on a variety of subjects, the mayor's office asked residents if they would support some type of tax increase to pay for the subway and
other transit improvement.
The results have not been released. But City Hall sources have said gaining the needed two-thirds majority for either a bond measure or a sales tax
hike for the subway looks daunting.
Midway through 2007 — with high turnouts expected for next year's presidential primary and general election — Villaraigosa has yet to produce a
proposal to take to voters to help pay for the project.
His aides say they are studying all possible scenarios. These include "benefit assessment districts" that would levy extra taxes on residents within half
a mile of the subway line. Another idea is to find a private firm that could build and possibly operate the subway.
"The project is possible, but it is not a done deal," said Deputy Mayor Jaime De la Vega. "What needs to change is that we need to grow the funding
pie."
One vocal supporter of the subway is Jane Usher, president of the Los Angeles Planning Commission. Yet, Usher believes that the Westside line was
closer to getting built when she worked as general counsel for Mayor Tom Bradley in the early '90s than now, when there is no consensus or funding
plan in place.
"I thought it was going to happen back then and then I watched the dismantling of consensus in the 1990s and replaced with so much less than was
promised," Usher said. "Building a rail line takes a consensus and that consensus is bigger than the mayor, though I believe he can lead us in that
direction — and I believe he is."
Officials at the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which operates L.A.'s other rail projects, have in recent months stressed that the project is far
from a top priority.
"We're just really starting and any project of this magnitude is a long-haul program because we have to do the planning studies, preliminary
engineering, [receive] environmental clearance, get our funding partners in place. This is not something that we can do quickly," said MTA Chief
Executive Officer Roger Snoble.
A telling moment will come later this year when the agency's board approves a long-range plan that prioritizes future projects. Villaraigosa and his
appointees to the board are pushing for the subway to be at or near the top of the list.
The MTA is now working to complete two new rail lines — to Culver City and to East L.A. Moreover, the Wilshire subway faces tough competition
for funds from other regional rail proposals, including a less expensive line that would connect Pasadena with the Inland Empire.
The MTA board approved a $5-million "alternatives" study of the Wilshire subway last month, a necessary step that requires the agency to justify
why the line should be built. But several board members who approved the study pointedly raised questions about the project's viability.
"When we speak in terms of competing for federal funds, there's also other projects we're looking at for federal funds," said board member and Los
Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe. "I want to be clear that this action, although a first step, is not in any way, shape or form approving a
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'Subway to the Sea.' "
In the end, local taxpayers will probably have to contribute heavily to the subway effort, as they do in most large mass transit projects being
constructed around the country.
Art Guzzetti, vice president of policy for the American Public Transportation Assn., said the federal government rarely, if ever, pays 100% of big
capital improvements, such as a new light-rail or subway line. Instead, the federal government usually chips in about half — and only after local
agencies show they can provide the rest.
Some subway backers are not giving up on a sales tax increase.
Former Santa Monica Mayor Denny Zane is organizing a nonprofit group tentatively called Subway to the Sea, and said that raising the sales tax
could possibly provide enough money for construction.
One key question is who should be taxed. Transportation experts believe a countywide sales tax measure faces an uphill battle because the subway
would run through only one part of the county — on the Westside. Moreover, other regions like the San Gabriel Valley are competing for rail lines in
their areas.
"Everybody is banging their head against the wall and saying 'how can we pay for this?' " said Bart Reed, executive director of the nonprofit Transit
Coalition. "How can we take an electorate that doesn't completely understand the project and get them to go for this?"
The idea of a subway down L.A.'s premier boulevard has been talked about for decades. Wilshire runs through several of the area's biggest hubs,
including the Miracle Mile, Beverly Hills, Westwood and Santa Monica — and passes near Century City. Officials in the early 1980s planned for the
subway to run from downtown to the corner of Wilshire and Fairfax Avenue. But in 1985, an underground methane gas explosion a mile north at a
Ross Dress for Less store raised concerns about the safety of a tunnel. The gas threat was emphasized by longtime subway critics and homeowner
groups who feared their residences would explode. Still other residents worried about crime if the line opened Westside neighborhoods to so-called
outsiders.
Rep. Waxman responded to the 1985 blast by pushing through legislation prohibiting federal funding for any tunneling projects in the area.
Improvements in underground digging technology and a favorable 2005 safety study from several tunneling experts across the country changed
Waxman's mind. The appropriations bills in the House and Senate that would allow federal funding are expected to be voted on this fall.
And then the hard work begins.
It remains to be seen if Villaraigosa has the political muscle or even the willingness to push a tax increase, although he raised garbage pickup fees in
his first year in office. The mayor is widely expected to run for governor in 2010, and few believe that he will be judged by voters solely on one mass
transit project, particularly if he can claim that he got the subway moving forward in the planning process.
"Even back in the olden days when Mayor Tom Bradley was promoting some kind of coordinated mass transit system, it still took years before there
was even a hole in the ground for a subway," said Councilman Herb Wesson, whose district includes the Koreatown terminus for the subway. "But no
one can take away from him that he initiated it."
Some advocates for bus riders are among those fighting the subway, saying money would be more efficiently spent on more buses.
"We think it is a grotesquely expensive project," said Francisca Porchas, lead organizer of the Bus Riders Union, based in Los Angeles.
These realities don't stop some from dreaming.
Pedro Nava, 33, lives on the Westside and commutes about 45 minutes each way to his job as an education reformer near Vermont Avenue and
Washington Boulevard.
One Friday morning last month, Nava walked out of a bagel shop with a coffee in hand, ready to tackle that day's tough commute. If a subway was
available, Nava said he would hop right on. "If you have a bad day on the road, you're likely to have a bad day at work," Nava said. "The commute is
stressful … stress really affects your health."
-ari.bloomekatz@latimes.com
steve.hymon@latimes.com
Times staff writer Rong-Gong Lin II contributed to this report.
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Transit system is good enough for you, but the mayor's too busy.
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“You’ve got to use public transit,” Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa declared. “You can't
keep on pointing to someone else and saying it's their responsibility.”
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Imagine the credibility and public relations points Villaraigosa could have racked up uttering
those words while commuting on a bus to City Hall. But instead of being the “eco-friendly
transit-riding mayor” Villaraigosa rides an SUV to work.
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Yet many Angelinos probably sympathize with the mayor. “Give me a first-rate transit system, and
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I’ll use it,” they might say. Until that system arrives, they support new transit proposals, like the
$5 billion “subway to the sea,” while continuing to drive everywhere.
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But what would it say about the practicality of mass transit if the mayor of the city with the
nation’s best subway system also took an SUV to work?
After Michael Bloomberg became mayor of New York City, he invited reporters to follow him to
work. The billionaire mayor didn’t slip into a limo—he piled into a subway car like a “regular Joe
mayor.” Positive press gushed forth. Bloomberg was the real-deal, a green leader and blue-collar
populist. One transit group dubbed him “the MetroCard Mayor.” Bloomberg bragged about taking
transit, and urged others to follow.
Yet, after a five-week stakeout, New York Times reporters discovered that Bloomberg’s
enthusiasm for transit has since fizzled. These days he only takes the subway to work about twice
a week. That’s more transit travel than Villaraigosa, but not enough to meet the federal
government’s definition of a transit commuter.

L.A. Airport Shuttle
Professional & Courteous
Drivers. Comfortable and
Clean Vehicles.
www.primetimeshuttle.com

New york commute
Commute Using
GoToMyPC Pro. Access
Your Office PC From Any
Web Browser
www.GoToMyPC.com/Pro

Even during transit days, Bloomberg doesn’t schlep to the nearest subway stop. Staffers drive him
22 blocks so he can hop aboard an express train, avoiding the hassle of making a transfer and
shrinking his commute time by about a third. Avoiding transit is commonplace for those who run
some of our nation’s other top-tier transit systems.

Transit Bus
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The Philadelphia Inquirer discovered that only four of 14 transit board members interviewed
used that city’s system at least twice a week. And when asked by the Washington Post, only five
out of 10 local transit board members said they rode their rail system even occasionally (two
others refused to talk, so it’s probably safe to file them under “infrequent transit user”).
Villaraigosa’s actions make the obvious point that his words never would: Public transit doesn’t
work for the vast majority of Angelinos, 95 percent of whom find another way to get to work. Still
he and other public officials fuel a double fantasy.
First, they claim our existing public transit system is a better choice for motorists, at least those
who aren’t serving as mayor.
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Villaraigosa says he’d use transit more often, “But my problem is I have to go all over the city …
It’s very tough because of my schedule.”
City Councilman Herb Wesson, a transportation committee member, says the same thing, "Given
the type of work I do, it just doesn't work for me to take public transportation."
Don’t the rest of us also have busy schedules - jobs to get to, kids to pick up, and errands to run?
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Why are we being urged to ditch our cars for a transit system that is ill-suited to serve city
officials?
The second fantasy is that each new rail transit project represents a step toward building a New
York-style transit system. New York’s subway system boasts 468 stations; LA’s 78 (if you
generously count light rail stations too). The current piecemeal transit approach should get LA to
New York’s level sometime in the middle of the next millennium, and the “build it all at once”
strategy made fashionable by Denver is really just a replay of LA in 1980, when Prop A was
supposed to fund 11 rail transit lines. What committing to rail really did was soak up funds that
could have gone toward more sensible fixes: mainly improving and expanding bus service for the
transit dependent poor

Amazon | Laissez Faire Books

Bloomberg’s falling out with transit adds another disturbing wrinkle: Maybe even a system as
extensive as New York’s couldn’t transform Villaraigosa into a transit-riding mayor. In Metro New
York, 25 percent of commuters rely on transit, much more than LA’s 5 percent, but not in step
with the popular view that “everyone” takes transit in New York.
Back when workers traveled in beelines from homes in the suburbs to offices in a city center, it
was relatively easy to design successful transit systems. Today, old fixed-route systems don’t serve
most travelers. Yet officials still prefer to fund snazzy rail lines over buses because for them
transit’s primary use isn’t transportation but a backdrop for photo ops: Cut the ribbon, huddle
around the others who fought for funding, smile, and then jump back into your SUV
Imagine how much transit might improve if public officials actually had to ride the systems they
tout.
Ted Balaker is a policy analyst at Reason Foundation and author of The Road More Traveled:
Why the Congestion Crisis Matters More Than You Think and What We Can Do About It
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2006). This column originally appeared in the Los Angeles Daily News.
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Rev on the Red Line
As L.A. traffic worsens, Rep. Waxman now favors a
long-blocked Wilshire subway to the sea, and political will is
building
~ By KATHERINE HORN ~
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~ Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky doesn't want local tax dollars going to
subway construction ~
here is renewed hope that a subway to the sea down Wilshire
Boulevard could finally become a reality. Twenty years after a
methane explosion ripped apart a Ross Dress For Less store in
the Fairfax District and halted plans for building a subway there, a new
report by the American Public Transportation Association (APTA)
unanimously concluded that improved technology has now made it
possible to safely tunnel under Wilshire and extend the Red Line subway
toward the coast. The struggle remains in winning funding for the hugely
expensive project.
U.S. Rep. Henry A. Waxman, whose district includes the Westside, wrote
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legislation shortly after the methane explosion in 1985 that banned the use
of federal money for tunneling projects in the Fairfax area, and near the
LaBrea Tar Pits, which was designated as an extremely high methane
zone. At the time, Waxman chaired the Health and Environmental
Committee in Congress, and during hearings about the methane problem,
he noted that “some of the witnesses warned us that it could be a disaster
going through that area…. It could be a fireball. It could be a real safety
hazard.”
As a result, federal funding for the project evaporated, and the dream of
extending the Red Line from its current endpoint at Western and Wilshire
was squelched. But now, as worsening L.A. traffic slows to a crawl and
use of mass transit increases, Angelenos have made it clear they want
more subway and they want it fast.
Waxman said he was inspired to revisit the issue after Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and others began resurrecting the idea. “If people think it can
be done safely – that was my only objection, has always been my only
objection – let’s have another review of it,” said Waxman, who has
formed an independent committee to reevaluate the prospect of tunneling
through the high-methane area.
The APTA report concluded: “The panel shared a unanimous perspective
that it is, indeed, possible to both safely tunnel and safely operate a
subway along the Wilshire Boulevard corridor using current tunneling,
station construction, and operation technologies.” Congress seemed
pleased by these findings, as members of the Health and Environmental
Committee told Waxman that they no longer had misgivings about
tunneling under Wilshire, thanks to improvement in tunneling methods.
“I’ve agreed to fight to lift the restrictions on tunneling through the area,”
said Waxman, who recently introduced legislation in Congress to lift the
prohibition of federal aid. Waxman explained he doesn’t think it will be
difficult to get his new legislation passed, and it will probably be voted on
this year. He did say, however, that any federal money given to the project
must be matched with state and local money, and with a price tag of over
$300 million per mile, the subway extension remains a lofty goal.
Another hurdle in any Wilshire Red Line extension came in 1998 when
Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky wrote a ballot measure
that banned the use of local sales tax dollars for further subway tunnel
construction. Voters approved the measure, and the ban remains in ´´
effect today. Although subway proponents criticized Yaroslavsky’s
measure, he maintained that it really didn’t hamper the progress of subway
growth.
“The conventional lore is that [the measure] stopped subway
construction,” Yaroslavsky said. “The fact is that it actually induced more
light rail and busway construction.” He pointed out that since his measure
passed in 1998, “liberalizing” the use of sales taxes, the Gold Line light
rail in Pasadena and the Orange Line bus route in the San Fernando Valley
were both built.
Yaroslavsky has no plans to repeal the measure, he said, because it would
be of little consequence to the Red Line extension. When L.A.’s first
underground subways were built before Yaroslavsky’s proposition was
passed, the local share of the funds was raised when the MTA borrowed
against sales tax revenues. Now, he explained, even if the MTA could still
borrow against these revenues for subway tunnel construction, it would be
of no help because recent light rail and bus line projects have used up the
MTA’s borrowing capacity.
Yaroslavsky said that a big chunk of the money will have to come from
the state. “We are going to have to get something in the governor’s
infrastructure bond for mass transportation, and for the Red Line extension
specifically,” he said.
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The initial phase of the extension would be along Wilshire, from Western
to Fairfax avenues. That three-mile stretch has an estimated price tag of a
billion dollars, and so far the governor has not designated any state money
for it, according to MTA spokesman Marc Littman. There is still some
chance that the state legislature could tweak the governor’s recent bond
measure and designate funds to the Red Line extension, and the fact that
Villaraigosa and other leaders are promoting the idea may help, said
Littman.
“There seems to be more support for transit because people are getting so
weary of traffic here,” Littman explained. “If the subway is going to make
sense anywhere, Wilshire is definitely the corridor.” The dense artery
through the city is lined with high-rise office buildings, condominiums,
shopping districts, museums, and runs near UCLA. Increased development
in Koreatown, Westwood, and Beverly Hills indicate that traffic problems
will only grow worse in the future.
High-capacity buses currently run every three minutes along Wilshire, but
are not keeping up with demand, said Littman. In fact, buses actually add
to the traffic problem because there are so many stopped and blocking the
right lane at any given time. Every weekday, 100,000 people ride a bus
somewhere along Wilshire from downtown to the ocean. A six-car subway
train could carry a thousand people. To match that, Littman, said, would
take 50 buses and an army of drivers and mechanics.
The $300-million-per-mile price tag, however, is daunting. “There are
only three places in L.A. that warrant that kind of investment: downtown,
Hollywood, and the Wilshire corridor,” said Yaroslavsky. “Two of those
three have been served, and Wilshire is the last piece.”
Yaroslavsky also said he believes the MTA is now ready to undertake a
project of such proportions. Back in 1998, he explained, the MTA did not
discipline itself. The agency was also unable to make a case to taxpayers
on the outskirts of the county why they should pay for an L.A. subway
they might never use, said Yaroslavsky. By the same measure, a freeway
can’t be built along Wilshire, as it can in the San Gabriel Valley. The
MTA has now embraced the idea that “you need a site-specific solution to
the traffic problems of the region,” Yaroslavsky said, which is an
important argument for the Red Line extension.
That amounts to some progress to the long-delayed vision of a subway to
the sea, as Rep. Waxman begins fighting for federal dollars in
Washington. “That’s good news,” said the MTA’s Littman. “But where is
the rest of the money going to come from?”
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Gold Line add-on studied
Train extension sought from Montclair to Ontario Airport
Fred Ortega, Staff Writer
San Bernardino County Sun
Article Launched:10/12/2007 10:18:24 PM PDT

Commuters might soon be able to use a train to catch a plane, if a study endorsed by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa leads to
funds to pay for an extension of the Metro Gold Line.
Current plans call for extending the line from Pasadena to Montclair.
The study, which is funded with $500,000 from the Southern California Association of Governments and the San Bernardino Associated
Governments, will examine extending the end of the line from Montclair to the Ontario International Airport.
It will take 12 to 16 months and include community and government representatives from Ontario, Upland and Rancho Cucamonga, said
Metro Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority spokeswoman Susan Hodor. The study will also involve public meetings to determine
possible routes the light rail line would take to the airport.
Providing rail service to the Ontario Airport would accomplish Villaraigosa's goal of regionalizing airport services and relieving congestion
around LAX, said the mayor's spokesman, Darryl Ryan.
"We want to make sure residents of Los Angeles and all over the country have transportation alternatives," said Ryan. "Extending the Gold
Line to Montclair is important in that aspect."
Villaraigosa's support for the Gold Line extension is a departure from the mayor's past focus on transportation projects centered in Los
Angeles, including the proposed "Subway to the Sea," said local officials.
"I see it as a definite warming up to the Gold Line and the benefits it will provide," said Duarte Councilman John Fasana, a member of the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Board.
Support for the project from Villaraigosa gives the project some leverage, said Habib Balian, CEO of the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension
Construction Authority.
"What MTA Board members are beginning to understand is that this is the only project ready to go in the county," said Balian, noting that
the Gold Line extension's environmental studies have been completed and that the authority already owns the right-of-way for the
project. "We can virtually be under construction a year from now."
But Villaraigosa's public support has to be followed up by tangible results - like MTA approval of $8 million a year to cover the line's
operating expenses - in order to give the project a chance to become reality, said Fasana.
"That is a necessary step in order for (Gold Line officials) to pursue federal funding," said Fasana.
A decision about including that funding in the MTA's long-range plan should be reached by next spring, said Fasana.
Metro Gold Line officials plan on requesting hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funds next year to kick off the first stage of the more
than $1 billion project. If that money comes through, construction could begin next year and be completed by 2014.
Despite its distance from Los Angeles, the Gold Line extension could have major benefits for the city, said Michael Cano, transportation
deputy for L.A. County Supervisor Michael Antonovich.
"This could be a de facto traffic relief program around LAX and the Westside by expanding transit to Ontario Airport," Cano said. "There is
definitely a relationship there, and it seems the city of Los Angeles is beginning to realize that."
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Los Angeles subway route through
Hollywood considered
Saturday, November 3, 2007

(11-03) 09:41 PDT Los Angeles (AP) -Los Angeles' long-talked-about subway to the sea may
end up getting there by way of Hollywood.
County transit officials, who have pushed plans for
decades to put a subway line underneath busy Wilshire
Boulevard, are now considering moving it farther north. That would send it through Hollywood, West
Hollywood and Beverly Hills on its way to the Pacific Ocean.
Going that route would avoid opposition from the tony Hancock Park neighborhood. At the same time, it
would accommodate the large number of young apartment dwellers in the Hollywood area who say they
would welcome subway access that connects Santa Monica and Hollywood to existing lines that link
downtown and the San Fernando Valley.
Even if all concerned eventually agree on a route, however, there is still the question of where the $6
billion needed to build the subway line will come from.
___
Information from: Los Angeles Times,
www.latimes.com
http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2007/11/03/state/n094125D54.DTL
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Supporting the subway to the sea
(Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series
that tracks the city’s expenditures appearing on
upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent
agendas. Many of the items have been part of public
discussion in the past.)
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By Emily Skehan
Special to the Daily Press
CITY HALL Gridlock on the Westside is in City Council’s sights, as elected officials look
to support the extension of a subway line as part of the MTA’s Long Range
Transportation Plan.
The extension, set as a top tier priority after the completion of a Light Rail project, is
part of 14 moves expected by the council tonight that will affect city residents, items
ranging from inspecting trees to approving a request for a new beach club.
The council was asked to confirm commitment to the subway project and to collaborate
with member cities to decide on the best route. Some conflict exists between Beverly
Hills and West Hollywood, as the cities hold differing perspectives on where the subway
line should run.
City Council is planning to support the project and agree to work with the cities to
decide whether the subway should travel straight down Wilshire — as advocated by the
Beverly Hills task force — or through West Hollywood, as that city would prefer, or
along a different route altogether.
The Subway Extension project is part of the Westside Cities COG’s continual effort to
ease traffic congestion on the Westside.
TAKING ON TREES
A cost of $50,000 per year will accompany the council’s anticipated authorization of a
contract with a consulting firm that will work to protect city trees by inspecting and
monitoring private development.

7/26/2007 9:02 AM

Supporting the subway to the sea

2 of 4

http://www.smdp.com/article/articles/3804/1/Supporting-the-subway-to-t...

R. Dan Jensen & Associates was chosen from among four recommended firms for the
service, because of the firm’s knowledge of Santa Monica’s goals in sheltering trees, as
well as experience in tree protection requirements, customer service, and timeliness.
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The council’s move will work to preserve street trees, replace unhealthy or missing
trees, and review the impact of private construction projects on public trees.
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Residents who hope to develop near city trees will have to undergo inspection and
approval by the firm.
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BIG BLUE BUS GETS A MAKEOVER
The Big Blue Bus looks to go greener, and this week could represent another step
toward the company’s mission to clean up the city’s air. The public transit line will
revamp 67 New Flyer busses, equipping the vehicles with environmentally friendly
diesel emission control devices, if the Council accepts a local vendor’s bid.
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Ironman Parts & Services is recommended as the best bidder to retrofit the 1997 diesel
busses with a California Air Resource Board approved device. The emissions control
device will reduce particulate matter emissions by at least 85 percent, and decrease the
release of nitrogen oxide by 25 percent.
While the project could total a costly $1,659,234, funds of up to $577,965 might be
reimbursable by a grant sponsored by the South Coast Air Quality Management District.

www.sublet.com

Architect and
Contractor
Residential
Design- Build
Experts Your One
Stop Shop
Resource

Landmark appeal denied
A historic apartment complex on San Vicente Boulevard will be designated as a city
landmark, despite the wishes of the building’s owner.
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The structure at 130-142 San Vicente Blvd. is a pinwheel-shaped multi-family unit
constructed in 1949 in modern vernacular style. Originally known as the Teriton, the
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Santa Monica building was designated by the Landmarks Commission as a landmark
parcel, meaning that it will be preserved, maintained and protected as a historical
property.

Advanced Search
The apartment’s owner, Haim Hashalom, appealed the commission’s decision, but the
Council is expected to vote to uphold the building’s landmark status and deny further
appeals. The complex was confirmed to hold aesthetic value and manifest elements of
the social, economic, and architectural history of the city.
Designed by architect Stanford Kent, the San Vicente apartments are noteworthy in
their incorporation of outdoor space, courtyards, and maximization of social interaction
between tenants. After Kent’s similar structure on Seventh Street was demolished,
130-142 San Vicente Blvd. became the only property with a pinwheel arrangement in
Santa Monica, and one of two such properties in Los Angeles.
The complex has remained almost entirely unchanged since its construction, and
exemplifies the clean, sunlight-enhancing style of modern garden apartment
architecture that was popular in Santa Monica in the years following World War II
through the 1960s.
BLOCK PARTY
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Residents of Yale Street will be called on to applaud or object to the costs of
improvements to their road and parkway. City Council plans to set a public hearing on
September 25 to hear any protests to the confirmation of costs for a street
improvement project that was completed this February.
The Yale Street Improvement Project was a collaborative project between area
residents and the city to preserve the character of Yale Street between Montana
Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard. The project widened the existing parkway which
preserved the street’s tree canopy while allowing for necessary street repairs.
Homeowners will pay per lineal foot of their affected property for the improvements,
but may be pleased to find out that the improvements cost less than initially forecast;
residents voted to approve a cost of $195 per lineal foot, while the final estimate came
to $188.03 per front footage for both commercial and residential property owners, a
difference of $6.97 for each foot.
Property owners have the option of either paying for the improvements over ten years
at an 8 percent interest rate, or paying their assessment in full within 30 days after
being invoiced. Owners of controlled rental units may not pass through the cost of the
assessment to their tenants.
Residents of Yale Street will be informed of the official hearing date at least 45 days
before the meeting.
BETTERING THE BEACH
Beach-goers will have a wide new array of options available for their oceanside outings
starting in early 2009, when a new beach club opens in Santa Monica. City Council is
expected to approve a request to submit a contract term for the restaurant portion of
the Annenberg Community Beach Club located just off Pacific Coast Highway.
Currently known as Back on the Beach, the seaside cafe will be updated and expand to
include to-go food service and beach equipment rentals, and possibly seasonal mobile
food cart services. Before proposing this expansion, the city must get approval for the
minimum bid requirements for the project.
The city expects to benefit from the improvements, generating at least $100,000 per
year in the form of rent. However this is a modest projection and the new additions to
the club will probably generate more customers and increased public usage of the
beach, thus conservative revenue projections for the Annenberg Community Beach
Club include approximately $175,000 a year in rental revenue from the restaurant
concession.
Following approval by Council, a request to the state for minimum bid requirements will
be submitted in August 2007. If accepted by the state, it will be forwarded to the state
legislature for consideration. Staff training and physical changes will take place in the
fall of 2008.
news@smdp.com
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Turning Green Into Gold
The Top 10 Los Angeles Environmental stories of 2006
~ By DEAN KUIPERS ~

The Year Iraq Came
Home to Roost
The war in Iraq destroyed
the Bush administration,
and took Tony Blair down
with it
Bursting the Bush Bubble
If last year was like a trip
into ‘The Twilight Zone,’
2007 could easily be more
of the same. For your
consideration …
Turning Green Into Gold
The Top 10 Los Angeles
Environmental stories of
2006
A Long Way From Home
Despite legislative and
policy gains, 2006
wasanother tough year for
foster youth who leave state
care with nothing

resident George W. Bush’s reign as the Worst Environmental
President of All Time was certain to bring on a backlash, and
sure enough, 2006 was the year former Vice President Al Gore
invented environmentalism. Instant karma’s gonna get you! Los Angeles
leapt into the fray with a collective sigh of relief, grateful to think about
something – anything – other than Iraq, and gave itself over to what is
probably only the leading edge of a green wave. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and the TreePeople began planting 300,000 new trees, surfers
protested the construction of offshore liquefied natural gas terminals, and
the recent Democratic sweep of Congress may just have killed the
decades-old proposal to truck nuke waste across the Southland to
Nevada’s Yucca Mountain. On the downside, smog and traffic got worse,
and not one California ZIP code made Forbes’s Top 20 list of greenest
U.S. cities, but 2006 was one of L.A.’s greenest years in memory.
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1. “Governator” Action Hero For Real
President Bush has not only refused to sign onto the Kyoto Protocol on
climate change, but he’s the only person in America who skipped Al
Gore’s polar bear movie, so Brentwood resident Arnold Schwarzenegger
just went ahead and took action for him, even signing a pact with British
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Prime Minister Tony Blair – a foreign head of state – to join a European
carbon-trading plan. In September, the governor signed Assembly Bill 32,
the nation’s first truly meaningful cap on greenhouse gas emissions by
utilities, refineries, and manufacturing plants (the state already has the
nation’s most aggressive automobile emissions caps, which automakers
are battling savagely in court), acknowledging that California is the 12th
biggest greenhouse gas emitter in the world. A companion Senate bill, SB
1368, also requires that electricity purchased outside the state meet these
same criteria.

Meet the New Bosses
2. My Hummer Runs on Paparazzi Flash

Cartoon By Ted Rall

Photographs by Gary
Leonard

A STATESMAN’S
SONGS

Hot on the heels of Chris Paine’s film Who Killed the Electric Car? and
pushed by California’s zero-emissions auto goals, L.A.’s obsession with
all manner of alternatively fueled vehicles came roaring back as the hottest
fad since Trader Joe’s Two-Buck Chuck. Biodiesel – peanut or soy oil,
sometimes mixed with gasoline – became available at pumps on the
Westside and Silver Lake. Santa Monica became the newest stop on the
hydrogen highway, with the installation of a hydrogen fueling station
powered completely by renewables. And L.A.’s first Alternative Car and
Transportation Expo (concomitant with the L.A. Auto Show) showed that
the race is on for the fastest, sportiest, design-iest hybrids, from Electrum
Spyder electric sports cars that do 0-60 mph in four seconds to ethanol and
natural-gas powered trucks to soon-to-market plug-in electric/gas hybrids
from major auto manufacturers. Schwarzenegger’s hydrogen Hummer is
about to have a lot of competition. A green technology boom reminiscent
of the ’90s dot-com rush will now determine which fuel(s) will win out.
3. Ask the Dust

Fascinating Pictures
Black Panthers, disco
dollies, urban grit – 2006
photo books captured these
subjects and more
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The Knitters step in and out
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Sam’s
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Orlando’s pioneering
progressive DJ slows it
down with ‘Balance’

On the day in 1913 when L.A. water engineer William Mulholland
delivered water from the far-north Owens River to the parched San
Fernando Valley, he was quoted as saying, “There it is! Take it!” And on
December 6 of this year, when L.A. Department of Water and Power
board president David Nahai helped turned the gate and let a tiny bit of
that water back into a 63-mile stretch of the lower Owens, which has been
dry ever since, he quipped, “There it is. Take it back.” Environmentalists
have been fighting to have the lower Owens restored since 1970, when the
L.A. DWP opened a second barrel on their pipeline and began pumping
groundwater into it, literally sucking dry a region from Lone Pine to
Bishop. In 2012 or so we’ll go fishing there. Chinatown is going to need
an update.
4. Brentwood A-Glow-Go
Armed with his trusty Geiger counter, CityBeat reporter Michael Collins
discovered that remains of an old UCLA-Veterans Administration dump
contained radioactive debris from Atomic Age tests – and that this debris
was just under the surface of a popular Brentwood dog park and the
athletic fields of an adjacent school. Collins’s reporting raised serious
questions about the VA’s contention that the dump had been declared
“safe” decades ago and, as of December, the whole area is now being
tested. See the progress at EnviroReporter.com.
5. Eminent Restraint

Critix Flix Pix for Oh-Six
Ask us again next week and
we might have a different
answer
~ LATEST REVIEWS ~
~ SHOWTIMES ~

After a narrow 2005 Supreme Court ruling that said it was OK for cities to
grab private homes and property in order to turn them over to
tax-base-raising developers, reforming “eminent domain” became a
national obsession. But Californians got wise and defeated last fall’s
Proposition 90, which contained fine print that would have turned many
administrative rulings into government “takings” for which owners must
be reimbursed – including environmental regulations and zoning changes.
Oregon found out the hard way, with its Measure 37, which contained
similar language, and has regretted it ever since.
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6. Rocketdyne Melts Down For Real!
2006 was the year that the Santa Susana Field Laboratory in Simi Valley –
the defense industry test site more commonly known as Rocketdyne – was
officially declared dirty by L.A.’s two mainstream newspapers. After the
toxic legacy of two nuclear reactor meltdowns and decades of rocket
engine tests elicited years of stories about cancer clusters and community
rage over EPA foot-dragging over the monstrous cleanup needed there,
carried in CityBeat and other local papers, a new study found that toxins
are, indeed, migrating downhill into the local communities and
watersheds, eliciting a first-ever above-the-fold headline in the L.A Times:
“Study Says Lab Meltdown Caused Cancer.” About time.
7. Million Solar Roofs
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SB1, California’s Million Solar Roofs Initiative, was signed into law in
2006 and will facilitate the construction of a million solar-powered homes
and businesses in California over the next 10 years, allowing citizens to
actually sell power back to the grid. This no-brainer will create thousands
of jobs as companies now race to create new solar applications and ways
to install them (see “green technology boom” above), but it was held up
for years by unions trying to make sure a lot of those jobs went to
brotherhood electricians. Shameful.
8. Renewables Become Affordables
The encouraging news in 2005 was that Southern California Edison, the
nation’s second-largest utility, determined that electricity generated by
new Stirling Energy Systems solar dishes was competitive with that from
other sources like coal or natural gas, and so bought 500 megawatts’ worth
– enough to power 325,000 to 552,500 homes. San Diego Gas & Electric
was right on its heels. Now SCE has taken another leap and bought the
rights in December to 1,500 megawatts of wind power being built in the
gusty Tehachapi area. The era of renewables is upon us.
9. Dick Pombo Before He Dicks You
Environmentalists from coast to coast quivered with paroxysms of gleeful
disbelief as formerly unassailable, six-term Republican Rep. Richard
Pombo, the outspoken chairman of the House Resources Committee, was
swept out of office by the Democratic wave in November. Pombo’s
relentless push to gut the Endangered Species Act and the other holy laws
at the bedrock of American environmentalism made him a hero to a
rear-guard of people-firsters, but the reality community came back
swinging when he was sent packing by newcomer Jerry McNerney, a
wind-power engineer. Oh, yeah, and hardcore green Dems like Barbara
Boxer also took over many of the other key environmental posts in
Congress.
10. Purple Train, Purple Train
The eastward expansion of the MTA’s Green Line will open in 2009.
Ground was broken in September on the Expo light rail line into Culver
City. But the big news is, after being blocked by the federal government
for 20 years, the subway to the sea became viable again. In August, MTA
renamed the Wilshire subway segment the Purple Line and Rep. Henry
Waxman introduced a bill in Congress to get federal dollars to extend it
toward Santa Monica. Umpteen gazillion dollars are still needed, but at
least the political will is building.
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WeHo Demands Subway Along SMB
November 1, 2007 - By Ryan Gierach, West Hollywood

West Hollywood, California (November 1, 2007) - Wehoans turned out in
force on Monday, October 29, when they had a chance to speak their
piece about the proposed Metro Westside Expansion of the “subway to the
sea.”
Virtually all the comments
requested that the Metro
agency, apparently
already planning to use
the Wilshire Corridor as
the main route, change
that thinking to include
the more vital Santa
Monica Boulevard route.
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West Hollywood had been kept on the outside looking in until this
meeting on the Metro System’s proposed Westside expansion.
Photo by Ryan Gierach.

The subject before the
public, expanding public
transportation on the
Westside of Los Angeles
and how to approach it,
laid out two major options

along with several minor additions to those.
Plans are being made to tunnel underneath one of two major through
ways – Wilshire Boulevard or Santa Monica Boulevard.
Council member John Heilman spoke after a presentation by Metro
officials at the Plummer Park Community Center, and said in no uncertain
words that the Metro board seems to have prejudged the direction of the
line.
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||

He mentioned that a substantial station property operated by the Metro
already existed in the city – the original Sherman Rail yard on which now
stands a bus depot – that ought to figure prominently in the Metro’s
expansion plans.
He also took umbrage to
the apparent lack of
concern the Metro has for
Wehoans’ thoughts on the
transportation subject. “It
took our city’s demand
that we be allowed to
have input – Metro put this
meeting together only at
our insistence – and they
seem to have already
More than 100 people attended the meeting on the Metro System’s
proposed Westside expansion. Photo by Ryan Gierach.
decided on the Wilshire
route,” he said. “That
doesn’t give us a fair shot at giving input.”
Another council member, Abbe Land, asked for old thought patterns to be

11/12/2007 9:51 AM

West L.A. Online: News and information for West Los Angeles: Money i...

1 of 2

Westside News
Blog
WestsideToday.com

http://www.westlaonline.com/2007/07/money-is-remain.html

« Senate panel votes to lift subway tunnel ban | Main

Money is remaining obstacle to Westside
subway
The LA Times reports: 'Subway to the Sea' plan still adrift.

Jim Bursch, Editor
Despite moves in Congress this week to lift a
longtime ban on subway tunneling, the epic struggle
to build a subway under Wilshire Boulevard remains
very much in the slow lane.
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The "Subway to the Sea" has long been seen by
transportation leaders as a key to easing L.A.'s
notorious traffic congestion — but its $5-billion price
tag has long been a stumbling block.
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Over the last year, the subway has been the subject
of much discussion. Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa called the "Subway to the Sea" crucial to
the city's future and made it a top priority. Rep.
Henry Waxman (D-Los Angeles), who two decades
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earlier had pushed through legislation effectively
banning tunneling under Wilshire, had a change of
heart, and bills moved forward in Congress this week
to reverse course.
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But although political opposition has eased, money
remains a seemingly unmovable obstacle.
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Your Bumpy Road
As riders face steep rate hikes, the MTA, Schwarzenegger, and
local cities wrestle over threatened public transportation funds
~ By DAN ABENDSCHEIN ~

Carlos Mencia Just Said
That
As ‘Mind of Mencia’ starts
its third season, the
comedian keeps his vow to
unite people by outraging
everyone
Photo by Alix Lambert

~ This is your brain on MTA: bus stop art on the Orange Line ~
Your Bumpy Road
As riders face steep rate
hikes, the MTA,
Schwarzenegger, and local
cities wrestle over
threatened public
transportation funds
Condos Vs. Cameras
Continuing development in
downtown L.A. threatens to
send essential film
production scurrying out of
town
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s it struggles with a $100 million deficit that is projected to
grow to over $1 billion, the Los Angeles Metro Transit
Authority was understandably alarmed to hear Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger propose diverting $1.1 billion away from public
transit agencies in his 2007 budget. With local cities giving new attention
to buses and trains, the governor seemed to be sending exactly the wrong
message.
“It is very much a serious concern of ours that the government is taking
money that was intended by the voters to be used for public
transportation,” said Michael Turner, the MTA’s government relations
manager.
The billion and change comes from the Public Transportation Account
(PTA), which is primarily funded by fuel taxes, and is mandated to be
used on public transportation projects. Schwarzenegger’s plan is opposed
by members of the state’s Senate Transportation Committee, and
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transportation advocates expect the proposal to be beaten down in the May
revision of the state budget.
“We have a lot of representatives who are speaking about this, so we are
hopeful that the situation will change,” said Josh Shaw, executive director
of the California Transit Association.
The governor’s proposal would allocate the bulk of the $1.1 billion to pay
for school bus transportation, which normally falls under the budget of the
education department. The loss of funding could be a problem for MTA,
which recently cut some bus lines in the San Fernando Valley to save
costs, another disturbing trend to bus rider activists groups.
“MTA acts like people in the Valley only hang out in the Valley,” said
Manuel Criollo, an organizer for the Bus Rider’s Union. “We do not live
in isolated pockets.”
The same group also opposes fare hikes proposed last week buy the MTA,
which would raid base fares from $1.25 per ride to $2 in 2009. Day passes
would increase from $3 to $5 this coming July, and again to $8 by 2009.
The monthly pass would bump up from $52 to $75 in July and then up to
$120 in 2009, and the semi-monthly pass would be eliminated.
The MTA is also concerned that some of the money allocated to the
agency from Proposition 1B, the $19.9 billion transportation bond issue
passed by voters last November, could be used to fill the state’s regular
budget for the agency, rather than as a supplement to fund new
transportation projects. Meanwhile, the agency has been busy fighting to
get its share of the money from Proposition 1B’s $4.5 million-dollar
Corridor Mobility Fund that is being used to fund projects that reduce
congestion on California freeways.
The MTA’s highest-priority project, according to David Yale, MTA’s
director of regional programming, is a 10-mile carpool lane for the 405
freeway between I-10 and the 101. MTA managed to win $730 million for
the project, the state’s largest single allotment.
The California Transportation Commission (CTC), the state authority that
distributed the funds, initially shocked the MTA and local leaders by
allocating Los Angeles County only $327 million dollars, well short of the
$1.8 billion requested by the MTA.
Spurred into action by this perceived snub, L.A. Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa held a press conference on Wilshire Boulevard the Monday
after the initial recommendations. After he spoke, he darted into traffic
during red lights, handing out pamphlets condemning the CTC’s
negligence of Los Angeles. The next day, the mayor jetted off to
Sacramento to lobby the CTC with County Supervisor Gloria Molina and
Congressman Brad Sherman (D-Sherman Oaks) in tow.
A week later, the lobbying effort paid off: the 405 project received $730
million in funding, and L.A. County as a whole received $1.2 billion.
None of that money went to the San Gabriel Valley’s major project, an
upgrade to the interchange between I-10 and I-605. “The Westside got the
money and the Eastside got the bill,” said state Senator Gloria Romero,
who blames MTA for failing to lobby hard for projects in the San Gabriel
Valley. “It was the MTA board that screwed us over. We may have to
have a further discussion about making changes on the MTA board.”
The next step to disbursement of Proposition 1B funds is divvying up
money for public transportation, which will be done with a formula based
on population density. This will ensure that Los Angeles County will get
its fair share, which MTA estimates to be about $1 billion, but that will not
be nearly enough to satisfy the desires of suddenly pro-transit Southland
politicians.
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With tunneling already under way on the Gold Line extension into East
L.A. and funding secured for the Expo Line that is slated to run from
downtown to Culver City along Exposition Boulevard, the bond money
will likely go towards new projects, and leaders and agencies all over the
county are working to sell their needs to the MTA.
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The Gardens on Glendon

Rep. David Dreier (R-Glendora), whose 26th District spans across the San
Gabriel Valley, is insistent that the MTA should prioritize a $1.1 billion
Gold Line expansion that would extend the line from its current terminus
in east Pasadena all the way to the Ontario Airport.
“We are really on track because of Congressman Dreier’s support for the
project,” said Susan Hodor, the public affairs director of the Gold Line
Foothill Extension Authority, created in 1999 to plan the construction of
the Gold Line. But she acknowledged it will be a struggle to get a fair
share of bond money to fund the project. “We are going to have to fight
really hard to make sure we get consideration for part of that pot of
money.”
Mayor Villaraigosa, who sits on the MTA board, has thrown his support
behind a “subway to the sea” that would extend the Wilshire/Western line
– to be known as the Purple Line – through the Westside. Although the
planning process is not yet underway, a recent House bill sponsored by
Rep. Henry Waxman has made it legal for the project to be funded with
federal money.
Waxman had previously led the charge to ban federal funds for the
project, citing safety concerns after a methane explosion in the Fairfax
district in 1985. Some have charged that the ban reflected Beverly Hills
citizens’ opposition to the project rather than actual safety concerns.
Other leaders from South L.A. and the coast are pushing for an extension
of the Green Line into LAX. Currently, getting to the airport from the
subway line requires an additional bus trip from the Aviation station.
“Extending a key Los Angeles mass transit corridor to one of the nation’s
busiest airports is a no-brainer,” said state Senator Jenny Oropeza
(D-Carson), who was one of a dozen state officials to sign a letter to the
MTA in January that urged the agency to use bond money to fund the
project.
The MTA will not announce new funding priorities until the summer or
early fall release of its new long-term building plan. A project cannot use
federal funds unless it is in the plan, so the lobbying will only intensify in
coming months.
“It is possible we could use the bond money to carry out objectives of our
current long-term plan, or for operating costs, but it is not likely,” said the
MTA’s David Yale.

03-29-07

© 2007 Southland Publishing, All Rights Reserved. Development and Hosting OurGig.com

9/27/2007 9:17 AM

1 of 2

http://www.dailynews.com/fdcp?1196357697770

$52-a-parcel tax
proposed for
transportation

down to San Pedro, everywhere in the city,"
LaBonge said.
LaBonge said he does not yet have a specific
plan and has not prepared a proposal to submit
the parcel tax to other jurisdictions in the county
and to place it on a ballot for voter approval.

By Rick Orlov, Staff Writer
Article Last Updated: 11/28/2007 09:12:29 PM PST

Los Angeles City Councilman Tom LaBonge said
Wednesday that he will call for a countywide
parcel tax, designed to raise $1.7 billion, to help
make long-term improvements to the
region's transportation system.
The proposal came as the council's
Transportation Committee recommended
approval of an 18-month process to develop a
20-year transportation plan.
But officials said the tax proposal would need
support from all cities within Los Angeles County,
as well as from county supervisors.
Holding up a $1 bill, LaBonge said he will
propose the countywide parcel tax of $52 to fund
solutions to traffic congestion. Coupled with
that, he said, officials would seek to lift a ban on
heavy-rail construction that has constrained
transit planners.
"I want to see us not only build a subway to the
sea, but subways from the Valley to downtown,

Councilwoman Wendy Greuel, who introduced a
proposal for a transportation mission statement,
said it is designed to broaden transportation
improvements.
"We will continue to do the left-turn lanes and
the traffic signals and all the other short-term
solutions, but we need to also look at what we
can do long-term, so we have a plan in place
that we can tell state and federal officials how
we will use the money," Greuel said.
LaBonge also called for a regional summit to
include representatives from Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, Ventura, San Diego and Santa
Barbara counties to cooperate on transportation
planning.
Councilman Richard Alarc n said the city has
been hampered by not having a strategic plan to
present to state and federal officials when they
determine transit funding.
"We need to be city-centric in our planning, but
we also need to develop support around the
region," Alarc n said.
rick.orlov@dailynews.com 213-978-0390
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L.A. City Hall's
newest tax-hiking scheme
Article Last Updated: 11/29/2007 09:04:57 PM PST

That was Los Angeles City Hall's last
proposal to come up with a tax increase without
actually having a plan for how to spend it. That
idea was quietly nixed - at least for now - when
city officials decided to focus their energy
instead on the phony phone tax that will appear
on the February ballot.
But that doesn't mean City Hall has given
up on pay-first, plan-later taxes.
The latest comes by way of City Councilman Tom
LaBonge, who's proposing a $52 countywide
parcel tax to pay for sone unspecified traffic
mitigation, to be determined later.

That's funny. We thought there already was
a subway from the downtown to North
Hollywood, if not the rest of the Valley as once
was promised.
Still, given the exorbitant costs of subways,
compared to cheaper by billions and more
popular by far transit options like the Orange
Line, one would think LaBonge would be more
realistic.
But then, if he were being realistic, he and his
fellow city leaders would come up with a real
plan for solving L.A.'s traffic before
devising plans for seizing more money.
L.A. voters are prudent and would likely accept a
reasonable tax hike if it would truly make our
traffic situation better.
But given local government's track record,
there is little public appetite for a city leadership
that can't seem to make up its mind about
anything - except its desire for more taxpayer
money.

So what would L.A. residents get for this
regressive tax - which would bill every mansion,
every condo, every car dealership and every
mom-and-pop shop the same - and net the
county $1.7 billion?
"I want to see us not only build a subway to the
sea," says LaBonge, invoking a bad idea that
alone would easily cost many times the amount
his tax would generate "but subways from the
Valley to downtown, down to San Pedro,
everywhere in the city."
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Resurrecting L.A.'s Subway to the Sea
by Joan Shim

Los Angeles has made some headway in the
effort to build a “subway to the sea,” which
would extend the Metro Red Line from
downtown to the Pacific Ocean via Wilshire
Blvd. This would provide a vital connection between downtown Los
Angeles and Santa Monica and alleviate traffic in the most congested city
in the nation according to Texas Transportation Institute standards.
On Sept. 12, 2007, the Senate approved a bill that repeals an old ban on
using federal monies for subway tunneling in the Wilshire Corridor.
“Today’s vote by the Senate brings us one step closer to bringing the
long-awaited expansion of the Metro Red Line closer to reality,” Sen.
Diane Feinstein, (D-Calif.) said. “It’s time to give the commuters of Los
Angeles relief from the severe gridlock they face every day.”

If procurement
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implemented in
the transit
industry, do you
feel it would
make the process
simpler?
Yes
No
Not sure
View Past Polls

The 1985 ban had been pushed through Congress by Rep. Henry
Waxman, (D-Los Angeles), who deemed tunneling dangerous after a
methane gas explosion at a local clothing store in the area.
But the issue came back onto the radar a few years ago, and the L.A. City
Council passed a motion in 2004 to request a repeal of the ban. Then in
2005, the board of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) voted to renew discussions about the Wilshire subway.
Later that year, L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Waxman convened
an APTA peer review panel to reassess the possibility of tunneling in the
methane gas area. The panel determined that tunneling in the Wilshire
Corridor could be done safely. Convinced, Waxman put language into HR
4653 to lift the ban, and the bill was passed in the House in Sept. 2006.
Before the bill can be brought to the President for his signature, it must be
reconciled with the House in conference and approved by an up-or-down
vote by both congressional chambers.
Villaraigosa, who coined the name “subway to the sea,” said the Wilshire
Blvd. corridor is the most-used corridor in Los Angeles for east-west traffic
from downtown to the Westside, according to news reports. Villaraigosa
believes the subway to the sea would be one of the most well-traveled
transit systems in the nation.
Another Westside subway supporter is Denny Zane, former mayor of
Santa Monica and executive director of the Subway to the Sea Coalition,
a nonprofit group that is building support for the subway’s development
and funding.
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“Of all the options, the Wilshire subway will have the greatest impact on
congestion on the Westside and downtown, carrying twice the number of
passengers as the current Wilshire bus system from downtown to the
coast in Santa Monica in half the time,” Zane says. Along with the traffic
relief, Zane says the subway would stimulate economic and housing
development along the Wilshire corridor.
MTA conducting study
Anticipating a green light from the federal government, MTA is moving
forward with a re-evaluation of the public transit needs on the Westside, a
requisite step before any decisions are made.
“We had always been prohibited from studying any type of subway
configuration out there,” said Rick Jager, senior communications
representative for MTA. “We’re beginning the process of studying so that
if money were to become available, and the Board as a whole wants to
move forward, at least we’ve started that process.”
The Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study is looking at subway, light
rail and bus modes as well as different alignments and segment lengths.
All modes are equally viable at this point, according to Jager. The agency
is considering two main alignments. The 13-mile Wilshire Blvd. route
would start at the station on Wilshire and Western Ave. and end in
downtown Santa Monica. The other alignment would be further north and
roughly follow Santa Monica Blvd.
The study is expected to be completed by June 2008, and then the board
will likely decide whether or not this project will be included in the MTA’s
long range plan.
Funding hurdle
The problem of funding remains the biggest obstacle to getting this
subway built. The MTA estimates that it will cost roughly $4 billion. And it
will have to compete with all the other transit projects in the works.
“L.A. County has at least $30 billion in responsible transit projects on the
list of highest performing options, and only $4 billion identified to pay for
it,” Zane says.
To make matters worse, Zev Yaro¬slavksy, an L.A. County Board of
Supervisors member, spearheaded a measure in 1998 to prohibit the use
of local sales tax dollars for subway construction. The measure passed.
The hope is that the federal government will help foot the bill for the
subway. “With this language lifted on the federal side, hopefully we would
go back to the federal government and see if they would fund a portion of
the project,” says Jager.
Project History

Wilshire Boulevard is one of Los Angeles’ main thoroughfares and a vital
artery for east-west traffic through the county. The corridor is densely
populated and crosses several major business and cultural centers,
including Downtown Los Angeles, Koreatown, Miracle Mile, Beverly Hills,
Century City, Westwood and Santa Monica.
The city has considered a Wilshire subway since the 1980s. When voters
passed Proposition A in 1980, which set aside a half-cent sales tax to
help cover the cost of a regional transit system, a Wilshire subway from
downtown to Fairfax Ave. was included in the plan. But other lines took
precedence, funds ran short and opposition grew from Westside residents
who didn’t want a transit system bringing in unwanted ‘outsiders.’
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While the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
continued to build subways in the ‘90s, Rep. Henry Waxman’s legislation
blocked the Wilshire subway — the Metro Red Line — at Western Ave.
The final segment of the Red Line, which heads north and connects to
North Hollywood and the San Fernando Valley, was built in 2000. The
Wilshire segment to Western Ave. was renamed the “Purple Line.”
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using federal monies for subway tunneling in the Wilshire Corridor.
“Today’s vote by the Senate brings us one step closer to bringing the
long-awaited expansion of the Metro Red Line closer to reality,” Sen.
Diane Feinstein, (D-Calif.) said. “It’s time to give the commuters of Los
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The 1985 ban had been pushed through Congress by Rep. Henry
Waxman, (D-Los Angeles), who deemed tunneling dangerous after a
methane gas explosion at a local clothing store in the area.
But the issue came back onto the radar a few years ago, and the L.A. City
Council passed a motion in 2004 to request a repeal of the ban. Then in
2005, the board of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) voted to renew discussions about the Wilshire subway.
Later that year, L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Waxman convened
an APTA peer review panel to reassess the possibility of tunneling in the
methane gas area. The panel determined that tunneling in the Wilshire
Corridor could be done safely. Convinced, Waxman put language into HR
4653 to lift the ban, and the bill was passed in the House in Sept. 2006.
Before the bill can be brought to the President for his signature, it must be
reconciled with the House in conference and approved by an up-or-down
vote by both congressional chambers.
Villaraigosa, who coined the name “subway to the sea,” said the Wilshire
Blvd. corridor is the most-used corridor in Los Angeles for east-west traffic
from downtown to the Westside, according to news reports. Villaraigosa
believes the subway to the sea would be one of the most well-traveled
transit systems in the nation.
Another Westside subway supporter is Denny Zane, former mayor of
Santa Monica and executive director of the Subway to the Sea Coalition,
a nonprofit group that is building support for the subway’s development
and funding.
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“Of all the options, the Wilshire subway will have the greatest impact on
congestion on the Westside and downtown, carrying twice the number of
passengers as the current Wilshire bus system from downtown to the
coast in Santa Monica in half the time,” Zane says. Along with the traffic
relief, Zane says the subway would stimulate economic and housing
development along the Wilshire corridor.
MTA conducting study
Anticipating a green light from the federal government, MTA is moving
forward with a re-evaluation of the public transit needs on the Westside, a
requisite step before any decisions are made.
“We had always been prohibited from studying any type of subway
configuration out there,” said Rick Jager, senior communications
representative for MTA. “We’re beginning the process of studying so that
if money were to become available, and the Board as a whole wants to
move forward, at least we’ve started that process.”
The Westside Extension Transit Corridor Study is looking at subway, light
rail and bus modes as well as different alignments and segment lengths.
All modes are equally viable at this point, according to Jager. The agency
is considering two main alignments. The 13-mile Wilshire Blvd. route
would start at the station on Wilshire and Western Ave. and end in
downtown Santa Monica. The other alignment would be further north and
roughly follow Santa Monica Blvd.
The study is expected to be completed by June 2008, and then the board
will likely decide whether or not this project will be included in the MTA’s
long range plan.
Funding hurdle
The problem of funding remains the biggest obstacle to getting this
subway built. The MTA estimates that it will cost roughly $4 billion. And it
will have to compete with all the other transit projects in the works.
“L.A. County has at least $30 billion in responsible transit projects on the
list of highest performing options, and only $4 billion identified to pay for
it,” Zane says.
To make matters worse, Zev Yaro¬slavksy, an L.A. County Board of
Supervisors member, spearheaded a measure in 1998 to prohibit the use
of local sales tax dollars for subway construction. The measure passed.
The hope is that the federal government will help foot the bill for the
subway. “With this language lifted on the federal side, hopefully we would
go back to the federal government and see if they would fund a portion of
the project,” says Jager.
Project History

Wilshire Boulevard is one of Los Angeles’ main thoroughfares and a vital
artery for east-west traffic through the county. The corridor is densely
populated and crosses several major business and cultural centers,
including Downtown Los Angeles, Koreatown, Miracle Mile, Beverly Hills,
Century City, Westwood and Santa Monica.
The city has considered a Wilshire subway since the 1980s. When voters
passed Proposition A in 1980, which set aside a half-cent sales tax to
help cover the cost of a regional transit system, a Wilshire subway from
downtown to Fairfax Ave. was included in the plan. But other lines took
precedence, funds ran short and opposition grew from Westside residents
who didn’t want a transit system bringing in unwanted ‘outsiders.’
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While the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
continued to build subways in the ‘90s, Rep. Henry Waxman’s legislation
blocked the Wilshire subway — the Metro Red Line — at Western Ave.
The final segment of the Red Line, which heads north and connects to
North Hollywood and the San Fernando Valley, was built in 2000. The
Wilshire segment to Western Ave. was renamed the “Purple Line.”
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L.A. City Hall's
newest tax-hiking scheme
Article Last Updated: 11/29/2007 09:04:57 PM PST

That was Los Angeles City Hall's last
proposal to come up with a tax increase without
actually having a plan for how to spend it. That
idea was quietly nixed - at least for now - when
city officials decided to focus their energy
instead on the phony phone tax that will appear
on the February ballot.
But that doesn't mean City Hall has given
up on pay-first, plan-later taxes.
The latest comes by way of City Councilman Tom
LaBonge, who's proposing a $52 countywide
parcel tax to pay for sone unspecified traffic
mitigation, to be determined later.

That's funny. We thought there already was
a subway from the downtown to North
Hollywood, if not the rest of the Valley as once
was promised.
Still, given the exorbitant costs of subways,
compared to cheaper by billions and more
popular by far transit options like the Orange
Line, one would think LaBonge would be more
realistic.
But then, if he were being realistic, he and his
fellow city leaders would come up with a real
plan for solving L.A.'s traffic before
devising plans for seizing more money.
L.A. voters are prudent and would likely accept a
reasonable tax hike if it would truly make our
traffic situation better.
But given local government's track record,
there is little public appetite for a city leadership
that can't seem to make up its mind about
anything - except its desire for more taxpayer
money.

So what would L.A. residents get for this
regressive tax - which would bill every mansion,
every condo, every car dealership and every
mom-and-pop shop the same - and net the
county $1.7 billion?
"I want to see us not only build a subway to the
sea," says LaBonge, invoking a bad idea that
alone would easily cost many times the amount
his tax would generate "but subways from the
Valley to downtown, down to San Pedro,
everywhere in the city."
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William Morris Gets OK on New Building in
Beverly Hills
DEVELOPMENT: City acts to retain agency in wake of CAA’s and
ICM’s exits.
By ANNE RILEY-KATZ
Los Angeles Business Journal Staff
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The city of Beverly Hills has paved the way for a new, six-story headquarters for
William Morris talent agency on Beverly Drive.
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The Beverly Hills City Council voted 4-1 last week to approve the project in a
bid to retain a talent agency while others have moved to new digs in Century City
over the last year. Creative Artists Agency and International Creative
Management both headed west last year.
“It’s a high priority for the city to retain our entertainment business,” said
Assistant City Manager Cheryl Friedling. “We are extremely desirous to keep
William Morris as a tenant.”
William Morris has outgrown its current home on El Camino Drive. The new
development includes a 200,000-square-foot headquarters with a 200-seat
screening room and about 750 parking spaces, as well as plans for a subway
station entrance on a proposed extension of the Red Line. The agency would have
a 20-year lease on the building.
Among the conditions are penalties for early departure.
A number of community members spoke out in opposition to the project.
One particular area of contention – along with parking and traffic-related
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complaints – was representation of the developer by former Beverly Hills Mayor
Mark Egerman, who is lobbying on behalf of the New York-based George
Comfort & Sons Inc., which, along with Morgan Stanley, will own the building.
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Councilwoman Nancy
Krasne was the lone
dissenter in the vote. The
project will come back for
final review before the
council on Dec. 5.
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The strong box office
showing for Paramount’s
3-D “Beowulf” could
have Sony Pictures seeing
more interest from
investment partners.
Early this month, Sony Pictures Entertainment confirmed reports it was looking
to sell at least half of its Sony Pictures Imageworks animation unit and digital
effects production division.
“Beowulf,” a motion-capture film based on performances by actors that are later
turned into animation, was made with Imageworks animation and brought in
more than $50 million worldwide, and represented 83 percent of the total box
office gross its opening weekend. Increasing popularity of digitally produced
movies could make animation units look like attractive buys.
Imageworks also works with other rival studios on their films, and according to
executives is performing below expectations.
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