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Background
Environmental approvals have been received, allowing work
to move forward towards bringing the Metro Purple Line to
the Westside. When completed, the subway will extend nine
miles from its current terminus at Wilshire/Western and
add seven new stations at Wilshire/La Brea, Wilshire/Fairfax,
Wilshire/La Cienega, Wilshire/Rodeo, Constellation/Ave of
the Stars, Wilshire/Westwood, and Westwood/VA Hospital.
Current funding streams allow the project to be built in three
phases, with the initial phase to Wilshire/La Cienega planned
to open in 2023. Construction for this ﬁrst section is planned
to begin in 2014. Between now and then, a variety of preconstruction activities will take place. The most visible of
these activities are work related to an exploratory shaft and
advanced utility relocation. This fact sheet will explain these
two activities. Please see our Pre-Construction Fact Sheet for
more information about this period of time.

Exploratory shaft site

Exploratory Shaft
In the area around the La Brea Tar Pits where there are higher
levels of tar sands and geotechnical conditions that are
expected to contain fossils and other paleontological
resources, Metro contractors will be constructing an
exploratory shaft to provide additional information about
earth pressure and gas conditions regarding the unique
ground conditions in this area. This information will build
on data gathered during environmental analysis for the
project, and will be used during the ﬁnal design of the
Wilshire/Fairfax station.
Since the work is near the La Brea Tar Pits, there is a possibility
that fossil deposits will be encountered. Metro will have a
full-time paleontologist on-site during shaft excavation.
Any fossil discoveries will be carefully removed and turned
over to the George C. Page Museum. Metro will continue
to coordinate with Museum sta= on removal methods
throughout the process.

The shaft will be constructed on the lot at the southeast corner
of Wilshire Bl and Ogden Dr and will measure approximately
40 x 20 x 75 feet. Work will begin in winter 2012-13 and continue
until subway construction commences in 2014.
>The
>
shaft will be supported by a standard excavation 		
support system that includes steel piles, beams, and 		
bracing struts.
>>Shaft construction will occur over approximately 13 months,
followed by an additional 9 months of monitoring.
>>Most of the work will be conducted during weekdays from 		
7am to 5pm. However, if needed, the contractor may 		
perform work at night or on weekends.
>>A project fence will be erected with sound absorption materials.
>>Regular noise monitoring will be performed.
>>Construction sta= will park o= street.
>>The contractor will be required to use haul routes
approved by LADOT.
>>Daily street cleaning will be required of the contractor.

Advanced Utility Relocation
Facilities for various utilities run beneath city streets. These
can include service for electricity, water, gas, cable,
telecommunications, etc. Relocating utilities is an expected
and important step in preparing for construction of tunnels
and stations where that work might impact service. Prior
to the start of construction, any utilities which could be
impacted by tunnel or station construction will be relocated
to ensure continued service. Utility companies or Metro
contractors will be doing this work beginning in late 2012
and continue until subway construction begins in 2014.

40 feet
below

Metro contractors will be relocating underground utilities
to prepare for construction of the ﬁrst section of the subway.
Work will occur along Wilshire Bl near Western Av where the
subway extension will connect to the existing Metro Purple
Line. We will also work along Wilshire Bl near the three
stations in the ﬁrst section – La Brea, Fairfax and La Cienega.
All work will receive needed approvals. Communities
closest to the work locations will be informed and
information will be posted on the Subway homepage,
metro.net/westside.

Typical cross-section of underground utilities
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Planned Schedule

Forecasted Schedule*

		
section 1

section 2		
section 3

Length
New Stations

3.9 miles

2.6 miles		 2.9 miles

Wilshire/La Brea

Wilshire/Rodeo		 Westwood/UCLA

		
Wilshire/Fairfax
		
Pre-Construction Activities
Construction
Operations

Century City		 Westwood/VA Hospital

Wilshire La Cienega		
Current–2014

2017-2018		2025-2027

2014-2023

2019-2026		2027-2035

2023

2026		2035

* metro is pursuing alternate funding scenarios that could accelerate subway construction,
possibly allowing the entire 9-mile project to be built in one phase at a reduced cost and
opened as early as 2023. this schedule will be updated as new information becomes available.

How to Stay Involved and Give Input
Metro invites you to stay involved throughout the project.
You can review public reports and information documents
on our web site, metro.net/westside. You can ﬁnd information
as the work progresses, leave comments, and let us
know how to contact you so we can keep you informed
of upcoming meetings and other milestones.
213.922.6934
westsideextension@metro.net
metro.net/westside
twitter.com/westsidesubway
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