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1
Torrance, California, Monday, April 26, 2010
2
6:30 p.m.
3
4
5
(Presentation by Randy Lamm was followed by
6
public comments, as reported.)
7
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Randy.
8
I am standing over here for this part of the
9 meeting because I'm going to ask, as I call the speakers
10 up, if you can speak into that microphone and you kind of
11 want to keep in your peripheral the timer, which will be
12 over your left shoulder.
13
So, again, just a few things. And some of this,
14 you can tell it's required that we say that.
15
Tonight's meeting is a formal process in the
16 required Environmental Review of the South Bay Metro
17 Green Line Extension Project. Metro has a legal
18 obligation to make sure that we hear your comments about
19 potential alternatives, impacts, and mitigations that
20 should be analyzed in the EIS/EIR process.
21
Most importantly, this meeting is an opportunity
22 to hear from you and I want to be sure to give all of you
23 a chance to speak and to provide project-related
24 comments. However, if you prefer to provide written
25 comments, comment forms are available at the front desk
0006
1 and if you raise your hand or want one, one of us will
2 bring these to you and we will collect these forms also,
3 these comment forms.
4
You may comment on the EIS scope here at this
5 meeting during the comment session. You can fill out
6 this comment sheet or, as Randy mentioned, mail or e-mail
7 comments to -- we'll bring it up in a second -- to the
8 e-mail address and to the address at Metro.
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9
We want, need, to receive -- let me back up.
10
These comments must be received by May 28th,
11 2010.
12
Before we start taking comments, I would just
13 like to review a few quick ground rules for the comfort
14 of everyone. If you wish to make a comment, I do need -15 and so far I've only collected one speaker card. So if
16 others have speaker cards that they've filled out, if you
17 would hold them up, Devin and Broman (phonetic) are going
18 to collect those and bring them up to me, and then that
19 way I can call two or three people at a time.
20
We've got two up here. And that way, we can
21 call up about two or three people at a time, have you
22 queue up over here, and it allows things to move a little
23 bit quicker. Thank you.
24
Each speaker will be allotted two minutes, hence
25 the timer to my left. Please state your name and address
0007
1 and speak clearly so that the court reporter can
2 accurately transcribe your comments. And, again, we ask
3 that you address your comments to the project purpose and
4 need, project alternatives, and potential impacts and
5 mitigations.
6
Any general questions before I start?
7
We've got a request for a speaker card here, so
8 so far I've got three speaker cards. We've got one more
9 coming.
10
Okay. So, again, just a reminder. It is
11 shortly before 7:00. It's shortly before 7:00. After I
12 take these four -- we've got roughly about seven speaker
13 cards. After I take these speaker cards, which are
14 probably going to take us about 15 minutes, if we don't
15 have other speakers, we are here. Again, the consultant
16 and project team will be here until 8:00, but we'll then
17 go back into the lobby and it will be more of a
18 discussion format. Those conversations, the comments,
19 and the discussion there doesn't become part of the
20 formal comments as your spoken comments or your written
21 comments submitted.
22
Okay. I saw one -- and I'm assuming -- very
23 general question.
24
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yeah. Could you briefly
25 describe who the consultant team is and who are the
0008
1 comments directed to?
2
MS. ROBERT: Okay. Let me do this. I would ask the
3 consultant team to stand and acknowledge yourself, and
4 the Metro team. So we've got a number of consultants
5 here from STB, from ACOM, from Metro, and the comments
6 are generally directed -- I mean, we are here to receive
7 them, but most importantly these are the comments that
8 are part of the formal record so that when we go back
9 into the analysis, that is the audience.
10
And I would also just note there is from the
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11 Federal Register, there is the explanation of the scoping
12 meetings and what they are and why we do this. So if you
13 get a chance, this is also a very good overview that
14 talks about what the scoping process is and what it's
15 expected to accomplish.
16
Yes, Todd?
17
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I guess just to clarify a
18 little bit, too, this is kind of we're starting the study
19 now. We want to hear what we should be studying. That's
20 really what these meetings are about.
21
MS. ROBERT: Thank you. If anyone didn't hear this,
22 this is to hear what we should be studying.
23
So with that, I took these in the order in which
24 I received them, so I would ask Monroe Jones,
25 John Parsons, and Don Szerlip -- I apologize,
0009
1 Mr. Szerlip -- to come forward.
2
We're going to go to this. If Monroe, John, and
3 Don would line up here, and, again, restate your name,
4 especially for those that I will mispronounce, please,
5 and join us for the two -- be mindful of the two minutes.
6 Thank you.
7
Mr. Jones.
8
MR. JONES: Yes, ma'am.
9
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My name is
10 Monroe and I'm from the Metro Westside Governance
11 Council, and this is for those who ride the Metro Green
12 Line to the South Bay, and most of you do go to
13 Redondo Beach sometimes. I know that you guys are like
14 really looking forward to extending it to Torrance and
15 wherever -- wherever location you need to go to. Since
16 sometimes you guys want to go somewhere like a little
17 differently, like to Hawthorne or 190th Street, you guys
18 can actually get on the Green Line and go to Hawthorne,
19 so it will be a little easier if you guys wanted to go
20 to -- like to Torrance or go to Redondo Beach. So
21 sometimes you guys want to be like on the train; and if
22 you guys come from another part of the city, like from
23 the San Fernando Valley, and it'll take you at least an
24 hour and a half to get from the Valley to Torrance, so
25 sometimes it might get you to where you need to be. So
0010
1 sometimes you've got to switch from one train to another
2 or from a bus to a train or whatever.
3
So I think that you guys should try to find a
4 way to get to where you need to go and have a great,
5 great travel experience so that if you follow what the
6 draft EIS and EIR are telling you, you can better
7 understand what those documents really mean.
8
So I strongly urge you guys to go to the
9 meetings and get involved, 'cause if you get involved, it
10 will be a lot easier for you guys to step up and make
11 Metro the best and safest transportation.
12
Thank you.
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13
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. Jones.
14
Mr. Parsons?
15
MR. PARSONS: Thanks, Monroe.
16
My name is John Parsons. I represent a couple
17 of groups, the South Bay Association of Chambers of
18 Commerce and the South Bay Economic Development
19 Partnership, and I'm hopeful that someday if we get all
20 the study in place for the continuation of the Green Line
21 all the way down to San Pedro and the Red Car and
22 Long Beach and the Blue Line, then, you know, we can find
23 some funding someday to make it go all the way. But
24 since right now the focus is on the South Bay Green Line
25 extension, I sure do support that happening.
0011
1
I think it's imperative that we get a lot of
2 community support. So I think what Monroe was saying is
3 really important, that we do get out, tell our friends
4 and neighbors to come out; don't have to parrot and say
5 everything is just wonderful.
6
I mean, there's things that we do need to be
7 careful about; that it's going to come out and be a good
8 community transportation; and one of those things I think
9 is right now the Green Line ends in the air up above
10 Marine Avenue and as it goes further south and comes
11 towards Inglewood Avenue and Manhattan Beach Boulevard, I
12 think it needs to continue to be elevated, and before -13 so that as it crosses those two real critical
14 intersections, we don't get the interference or
15 interruption in the traffic on the street.
16
Right now, prior to the Alameda Corridor
17 opening, we used to have up to 22 trains a day and
18 traffic would be backed up, horrible, right there at the
19 freeway. It would be a mile or two-mile backup on the
20 405. It would be backed up for long distances on
21 Inglewood Avenue and on Manhattan Beach Boulevard.
22
So I don't want to see those kind of
23 interruptions. Obviously the trains wouldn't be that
24 long, but they would be often and I think that that could
25 cause interference. So elevated I think is important.
0012
1
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. Parsons.
2
And before Mr. Szerlip comes up, I'm going to
3 ask Jay Gould and Chris Graue to also queue up, and if
4 you wouldn't mind helping me with your last name.
5
MR. SZERLIP: You had it right the last time,
6 Szerlip.
7
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
8
MR. SZERLIP: I'm Don Szerlip from Redondo Beach. I
9 also sit on the Metro South Bay Governance Council.
10
I think it's very exciting that we find this
11 moving forward. If I understand things correctly -- you
12 weren't quite explicit -- but the extension of the Green
13 Line option is adjacent to the current rail line that is
14 there. Is that correct?
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15
Okay. I would like to see that extension move
16 forward more so than just the basic on the -17 on-the-surface rail, particularly because of what
18 Mr. Parsons mentioned, the need for grade separations at
19 the corner of Inglewood and Manhattan Beach Boulevard,
20 and I think that that's best accomplished with the
21 light-rail option.
22
Also, you talk about potential stations at the
23 corner of 190th and Manhattan Beach Boulevard -- excuse
24 me -- Manhattan Beach and Inglewood and 190th and
25 Hawthorne, and it just seems to me that those additional
0013
1 stations on top of the Redondo Beach Regional Transit
2 Center and the Torrance Transit Center are superfluous.
3 They're too short. The ride between those stations,
4 you're barely going to get up to speed before you're
5 stopping; and if the idea is to move more people through
6 the South Bay in a better, convenient way than bus alone,
7 I would encourage fewer stations even though you're going
8 with the Green Line option.
9
Obviously I'm very much in favor of this. I've
10 been in support of it for a long time and I'm glad to see
11 this process moving forward.
12
Thank you.
13
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. Szerlip.
14
Jay Gould, followed by Chris Graue.
15
MR. GOULD: How you doing? I live in Lawndale. I'm
16 actually not part of Torrance, but the train runs right
17 by my house. Every seven minutes, you here ding, ding,
18 ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding,
19 burp, burp, burp.
20
I waited for the Alameda Corridor to be built
21 for 40 years, 40 years for that Alameda Corridor to be
22 built so I wouldn't have to hear the train go by every
23 five minutes.
24
Now, the train goes by back and forth, back and
25 forth. Now you want to put this in and it's going to
0014
1 destroy our property value. If you're next to the
2 tracks, the property value is going to go down. Who's
3 going to pick up the slack when I sell my properties?
4 Are you guys? No, but, you know, there are going to be
5 more people down in the South Bay.
6
Do we really need this? I say no. I say no.
7 If you're going to do it, put it underground. Do
8 something else with it. You can't have it running back
9 and take my property value, to hear that every seven
10 minutes, to look out my window 'cause I'm elevated, my
11 property. I have to look out my window and see the train
12 every single day for every seven minutes? I don't think
13 it's fair.
14
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
15
Chris Graue, followed by Charles Michael Deemer,
16 who will be followed by Arthur Evans.
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17
MR. GRAUE: Hi. My name is Chris Graue and I live in
18 old Torrance, right near the tracks as well. And I live
19 near the tracks, but I am very much in favor of this
20 project. My car exploded three days ago. I would love
21 for there to be a station right by my house right now,
22 actually. That would be great, but not a possibility, I
23 know.
24
But I tell you what though. Building this
25 extension to where it's going to go now isn't going to
0015
1 change the fact that I don't take the train, ever, and
2 I'll tell you why. Because it doesn't -- even with
3 everything that's being proposed, everything on the
4 board, all those little dotted lines, it still doesn't go
5 anywhere that's going to really help me in any sort of
6 reasonable fashion.
7
Like most people in the South Bay, I spend a lot
8 of time going to Orange County or going to Santa Monica.
9 Well, even if they build everything up there, it's still
10 going to take me like two hours to get to Santa Monica
11 and three and a half to get to Orange County if I cut up,
12 go inland and them come back out.
13
I mean, the Green Line needs to extend the other
14 way; it is going to be a major line, getting hooked up
15 that mile and a half that it's sitting before it gets to
16 the Norwalk Transit Center so I could get to
17 Orange County in maybe -- I don't know -- an hour and a
18 half would be reasonable. I think that would be amazing,
19 instead of going up through Downtown.
20
I think on the other side, heading up through
21 LAX, heading up along the 405, really cutting out the
22 need for driving along the 405 up through the Valley, the
23 center of the Valley, which is completely unserved, the
24 train's going to box around the Valley, so like up to
25 San Fernando or whatever, then I could really get around
0016
1 this place and I think that's something we would all like
2 to see.
3
Being able to travel without a car would be
4 amazing, and I think that's something we need to embrace,
5 the fact that Los Angeles is no longer a city that is
6 centered by Downtown L.A. It's a series of places around
7 it and the need to be better connected.
8
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
9
Charles Michael Deemer, followed by Arthur
10 Evans, and Mr. Evans will be followed by Kate Anderson.
11
MR. DEEMER: Okay. Hello.
12
I live not too far from here, actually, in
13 Torrance, and you're talking -- looking at the station,
14 you're talking about from 190th and Hawthorne Boulevard.
15 It should be, to be more effective, to be a little bit
16 further east as the tracks are down there underneath with
17 the power lines, because just south of there you have a
18 shopping arcade, mall, along Hawthorne Boulevard and then
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19 you backslide between that and Medrano, and you have a
20 substantial number of offices and small businesses.
21
So as far as your corridor, if you had one -- as
22 close as you could site the station on the back side of
23 that shopping center there, so you'd actually be in
24 between the two streets to -- instead of having 190th and
25 Hawthorne where you have no parking in all possibility
0017
1 and people have a longer walk, you'd be a much more
2 shorter distance for people to have it more useful at
3 that particular station.
4
Now, the one on the north end where you're
5 talking about on Manhattan Beach Boulevard, again, you're
6 sort of in between. By running the tracks down the
7 existing freight line, you are going behind a lot of
8 traffic, whereas Hawthorne Boulevard originally had rail
9 lines for many years down to just north of where the
10 South Bay Galleria is. So if you parallel the freeway
11 down to Hawthorne Boulevard and run it down Hawthorne
12 Boulevard as an elevated line all the way down and leave
13 the freight line where it is, then you would eliminate
14 having to coordinate two of the systems and you'd have it
15 where the traffic of the people would be running much
16 easier.
17
So that would be the main thing I would like to
18 say. I will write to you a lot more once I read the
19 entire EIS/EIR.
20
MR. EVANS: Good evening. My name is Arthur Evans.
21 I live in the city of Torrance. I've lived in the South
22 Bay area since '42. I'm very familiar with this whole
23 area.
24
I would suggest that if you take a look at this
25 map and where they've got the proposed station for the
0018
1 transportation, city of Torrance, and they go further
2 south the extension of the lines that they're talking
3 about going into the Harbor, we are against that because
4 we have a high school, an elementary school, and a public
5 park and it cuts right through those areas.
6
Now, that -- if you do that, you're going to
7 have to double window all the schools and be prepared for
8 a lot of noise. This gentleman who was talking about
9 noise, I understand his problem.
10
Now, if you do anything about 190th and
11 Hawthorne Boulevard, there is homeowners, mobile homes,
12 and there's old folks' homes around 186th Street. All
13 that area will require that you double window it because
14 of the noise.
15
Then, this map (indicating) is a little wrong
16 because as you go further north, the area they call
17 El Nido, El Nido -- all those homes at least a block away
18 because it's traffic. You're going to have major traffic
19 there on 182nd there by the cemetery.
20
As you go further north into Lawndale, I happen
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21 to agree with this gentleman here, of which I reported
22 before, if you go down Inglewood Avenue north to 165th
23 Street and turn east, the houses were built just after
24 the war and they're -- most of them were butted up right
25 next to the railroad tracks. Now, if you're going to
0019
1 have a double line in there, you're going to have a lot
2 of homeless people in that area. It's something to look
3 into, and I pointed this out before. The intersection
4 that they talked about with the Hawth- -- well, thank you
5 for your help.
6
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. Evans.
7
After Ms. Anderson, I've got Diana Barbosa and
8 Edgar Saenz, and that -- Mr. Saenz would be my last
9 speaker.
10
I've got another card here that I'll take, but
11 just as a reminder that if you want to speak, please give
12 us your speaker cards.
13
Ms. Anderson?
14
MS. ANDERSON: Hi. My name is Kate Anderson and I am
15 a candidate for State Assembly, which means that over the
16 past few months I've been spending a lot of time knocking
17 on doors, and I've been hearing from people what I think
18 you in this room are probably thinking, which is you're
19 tired of the traffic. It can take me ten minutes to get
20 from Torrance up north early in the morning when there's
21 no traffic, and when there's -- in the middle of the day
22 when there's a lot of rush-hour traffic, it can take me
23 up to an hour, and we need mass transit.
24
Los Angeles made some really poor decisions
25 30 or 40 years ago when we decided to rely on the freeway
0020
1 system instead of doing things like Seattle or
2 Washington, D.C. or even San Francisco did in building
3 mass transit.
4
So I'm very supportive of seeing this, really
5 encouraged by the work that you're doing. I think we
6 need mass transit down in the South Bay. It certainly
7 isn't going to solve all of our problems. We need much
8 more to connect us, as the gentleman before me said, to
9 Santa Monica and the Westside, and down into
10 Orange County, but it's a start, and I'm really glad to
11 see it.
12
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
13
Diana Barbosa, followed by Edgar Saenz, followed
14 by David -- we'll get to that.
15
MS. BARBOSA: Okay.
16
MS. ROBERT: Ms. Barbosa?
17
MS. BARBOSA: Oh, this is hard, but I'm a resident
18 here and I am against the one that they propose on
19 Crenshaw. I don't think that many people would be taking
20 it. I think they'll do with the one near Galleria or
21 somewhere in that area. Here, I just think people live
22 in their cars to go Downtown.
file:///D|/b4547nco.txt[5/11/2010 11:53:27 AM]

23
I think it's unsafe in the morning. I know. I
24 took the Green Line -- I mean, the Blue Line or Green -25 the Blue Line, the one near the casino. Early in the
0021
1 morning, I'm there, nobody around. The people had just
2 taken the last car and I'm stuck there. There's this
3 tall six-foot-three guy on skates wearing a trench coat
4 going around in circles. I'm not kidding you. I work
5 for MTA and I know, and all they have is a camera with
6 somebody looking at you. Nobody there. You have to hope
7 that a deputy is going to come around.
8
Is this going to have our Torrance Police
9 securing the area? I trust them. Deputies, they're all
10 over the place. I don't care if they're just on there.
11 They get on the train. They get off. All kinds of
12 people can be there.
13
I just think there will be more graffiti. It
14 will be money spent. Save your money. Don't build a
15 building. You don't have to have the custodians, the
16 groundskeepers fixing the roofs, making sure people don't
17 scratch up the windows.
18
There's other things, but -- I'm so nervous -19 but that's the main one I don't like is safety. Put it
20 where there's more people using it. And, besides, people
21 that stop there will still have to take a bus to go to
22 the Galleria.
23
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Ms. Barbosa.
24
Edgar Saenz, followed by David Bachelorin, and
25 I've got a couple more cards and he'll be followed by
0022
1 Mike Griffith.
2
MR. SAENZ: Thank you. Good evening. My name is
3 Edgar Saenz, S-a-e-n-z. I live in the 7300 block of 85th
4 Street in Los Angeles and that's in Westchester, which is
5 where LAX is. I'm excited to see this go forward
6 finally.
7
I support the Green -- South Bay Metro Green
8 Line extension and I'm supportive of the light-rail
9 alternative. I think that makes sense because we already
10 have the infrastructure of the Green Line. It would be
11 nice to leverage that.
12
That being said, I know Metro will be sensitive
13 to the needs of the community. We've heard comments
14 about noise and we've heard comments also about the
15 safety and traffic. Those are big issues and we'd hate
16 to make traffic worse when what we're trying to do is to
17 make an alternative so people can get out of their cars.
18
I'm also supportive of the idea of fewer stops
19 rather than more, so that the train goes faster.
20
And I think I forgot to mention I'm a candidate
21 for the Assembly in the 53rd District. Thank you for
22 this moment.
23
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. Saenz. Sorry for the
24 earlier mispronunciation.
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25
David Bachelorin.
0023
1
MR. BACHELORIN: Bachelorin.
2
MS. ROBERT: Followed by Mike Griffith, which will
3 then be followed by Mr. McCoy.
4
MR. BACHELORIN: I'd like to address the noise.
5
Now, after -- I've taken the Green Line Downtown
6 and originally you'd take the Green Line to the Blue
7 Line. The Blue Line would go along the street, so it
8 went very slow and it was hitting people all the time.
9 Well, they must have known they were going to hit people
10 so they dinged the -- they bring the thing down and make
11 noise at every intersection going in town.
12
I'm kind of concerned with the fact that, like,
13 I live behind 182nd Street and I'm thinking of every time
14 the train comes by, which would be six minutes times two,
15 because you're gonna go in both ways. If the
16 intersection thing comes down and goes ding, ding, ding,
17 ding, ding, you know, and so it would be nice if it was
18 elevated. That's what I was thinking.
19
And I know that the Green Line was designed to
20 go at 65 miles an hour because for a period of time, they
21 redid the -- it used to go 55 and then they redid it so
22 that they could go over the Harbor Freeway going in town.
23 They would shift the trains to one side while they made
24 the other side very smooth until they got all the Green
25 Line going 65.
0024
1
Now, if you decided to go over surface streets,
2 you're going to take the whole train from one end to the
3 other and have to slow it down. I don't think that's a
4 wise thing. If it was elevated, that would be something
5 else and then I would be concerned where you're going to
6 put the stops. If you start letting people off at 2:00
7 in the morning at El Nido Park, I think we'd better have
8 more law enforcement. And I could tell you stories about
9 incidents on the train like at night with people, but I
10 think I'm done.
11
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
12
Mike Griffith, followed by Shawn McCoy.
13
MR. GRIFFITH: Good evening. My name is Mike
14 Griffith. I'm a resident of Manhattan Beach and my
15 comment is on the finances of the project and how much it
16 would cost and how much that would cost per rider.
17
I'm -- as compared to maybe in the study,
18 compare the costs of what the alternative would be for a
19 rider to take a bus or to drive his vehicle, but what is
20 the overall benefit of the environment to expend -- to
21 spend and to build the infrastructure? Hopefully that
22 made sense.
23
MS. ROBERT: Thank you.
24
Shawn McCoy is next, and that's now my last
25 speaker card. Okay. Mr. McCoy?
0025
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1
MR. MC COY: Yes. My name is Shawn McCoy and I'm a
2 resident of Torrance. I live over in north Torrance, not
3 too far from the Galleria across Hawthorne Boulevard. I
4 also have some concerns with the noise and the dinging,
5 as mentioned earlier by one of the speakers.
6
My other concern is the 405. This is going to
7 reduce the congestion of the 405 to LAX. I drive the 405
8 to and from work every day. In the morning from Torrance
9 to LAX is the easiest part of the drive. When you get
10 beyond LAX is where you have problems and I don't see
11 what the purpose of building a train here is if you're
12 not really going to reduce any congestion.
13
On the way back, it is a little worse in the
14 afternoons, but it's not unmanageable; but in the
15 morning, it doesn't seem to justify the cost. It seems
16 like a bus would make more sense. Run a study off that
17 and see if people use it even, you know, 'cause if you're
18 not going to use a rail system, you spend millions and
19 millions of dollars on a rail and no one uses it, what's
20 the purpose? It seems like a bus and a study of a bus
21 and how that would work would be a much better
22 alternative.
23
Thank you.
24
MS. ROBERT: Thank you, Mr. McCoy.
25
Okay. Last chance. If anyone wants to speak,
0026
1 we need a speaker card.
2
Okay. It's about five after 7:00 (sic).
3
Just a reminder, the public comment period is
4 open until May 28th. We have meetings Wednesday of this
5 week, Saturday, and next Tuesday. All of those meetings
6 will be identical. The same content will be shown. We
7 ask that you share that we're having these scoping
8 meetings with members of your organizations, your other
9 organizations that you serve in. The consultant team,
10 the project team, will be here until 8:00 o'clock for
11 those of you wanting to further the conversation around
12 the boards.
13
I think there are a few cookies that are left.
14 Do me a favor and take some cookies home, please.
15
With that, I would again on behalf of Metro
16 thank you for taking time from your schedule for coming
17 out tonight, for your attention, and for your comments,
18 and we will see you next time. Thank you.
19
(Proceedings concluded at 7:15 p.m.)
20
21
22
23
24
25
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