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Responses to Comments from the Savoy Homeowners Association
Response to Comment CN10-1
This letter and the signature pages are included herein as part of this Final EIS/EIR. This Final
EIS/EIR also includes refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative presented in the Draft
EIS/EIR that reduce construction impacts both in Little Tokyo and other parts of the project area
(see Chapter 2). The Locally Preferred Alternative involves reconstruction of a portion of the
st
Metro Gold Line underground, including the tracks at the 1 and Alameda intersection. All
trains would run underground or in an open-cut portal in the vicinity of the Savoy complex. This
would reduce train activity on the surface in front of the building. The rail infrastructure and
trains would be less visibly noticeable than the current at-grade Metro Gold Line. No pedestrian
bridges in Little Tokyo are proposed as part of the Locally Preferred Alternative. Metro will
continue to work with the community throughout project construction. Metro believes that the
mitigation measures presented in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR would minimize project impacts to
the extent feasible, including business loss, traffic congestion, air pollution, and noise. It should
also be noted that light rail trains are powered by electricity, and do not generate air pollution in
the vicinity of the vehicles.
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Japanese American National Museum
October 15, 2010
Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli
Project Manager
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:
The Japanese American National Museum is appreciative for the opportunity to
provide its position on Metro’s proposed Regional Connector and, more
specifically, on the Draft Environmental Impact Study and Environmental Impact
Report (Draft EIS/EIR) for the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Study which
was first released on September 3, 2010.
Given the magnitude of the proposed project and the direct impact on the
Japanese American National Museum’s facilities (located at the corner of
Alameda and First Street) and operations, the Board of Trustees wants to convey
the following to Metro:
1) Of the proposed build options listed in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Japanese
American National Museum believes the Fully Underground Alternative is
the best choice in terms of long-term economic, social, environmental,
and public benefit to the local and greater community. By constructing
the Regional Connector entirely underground, Metro would mitigate
potential problems of great concern to the National Museum, such as
safety, noise and traffic. The commitment to construct a Little Tokyo
station is of primary importance. Given the potential disruption to Little
Tokyo during a construction period that could span four years or more, it
would be unjust if the community does not receive a commensurate
benefit when the project is completed. The National Museum deems the
Little Tokyo station as an essential part of the proposed project.
2) The two other build options, the At-Grade Emphasis and the Underground
Emphasis, are both problematical for the National Museum. Because the
light rail lines would run at-grade, traffic will continuously be disrupted,
creating hazards for pedestrians trying to visit our facilities and producing
an unhealthy environment filled with noise pollution. One scenario has as
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many as 24 trains an hour running adjacent to the Museum’s Pavilion and
the Museum’s tenant, Chado Tea Room. The two other build proposals
would require the excavation of Alameda Street, adjacent to the
Museum’s Pavilion and Chado Tea Room. Such a development would
inhibit access to the Museum’s underground garage, loading dock, and
bus loading zones on First Street and Alameda, jeopardizing thousands of
student visits as well as normal operations for the institution.

3
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3) The National Museum, while expressing its preference for the Fully
Underground Alternative, has grave concerns on how the project and its
lengthy construction period will affect the stability of the institution. There
are three major areas in which the National Museum will be severely
impacted by the construction of the Regional Connector:
a. access to the Museum;
b. facilities/operations; and
c. business revenue.
Mitigation for each area is essential to ensure that the Museum may
continue day-to-day operations without suffering an increased burden
on its finances and human resources and to compensate for any lost
revenue due to construction circumstances that prevent the Museum
from doing business with visitors and event rental clients. The National
Museum is concerned about its members and visitors not being able to
visit its facilities. The perception alone that access is difficult is enough
to decrease the institution’s attendance. For facilities, increased wearand-tear on its HVAC (Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning)
equipment, specifically in regard to air filtration systems, ventilation
shafts and rooftop condenser coils due to dust and debris from
construction are enormous expenses. Also of major concern is the
likelihood of utility service disruptions, including electrical power,
natural gas, plumbing and telecom. The construction will likely inhibit
the Museum’s ability to host visitors and event rental clients, of which
the Museum depends for operating revenue. Construction noise and
lack of accessibility will greatly reduce the appeal and logistical ability
for the Museum to rent event space for meetings, lectures, seminars
and receptions. Renting location space for events and media
productions constitute an important stream of earned income for the
Museum. Noise and accessibility challenges will certainly make the
location undesirable and the Museum would lose that revenue source.
4) The Japanese American National Museum seeks assurances from Metro
that it will be responsive to these concerns and will engage in direct
discussions throughout the process and duration of construction. Given
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the length of the project, direct communication with Metro leadership
and staff will be crucial to facilitating resolution of any challenges. The
National Museum is gratified by the amount of cooperation shown by
Metro since the proposed Regional Connector project was made public
and believes that continued cooperation with the willingness to seek new,
innovative solutions will be the key to making the project successful for all
involved.

The Japanese American National Museum looks forward to working with Metro
to find ways to handle the challenges that lie ahead.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Akemi Kikumura Yano
President & CEO
Trustees
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Gordon Yamate
Chairman of the Board of
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Responses to Comments from Japanese American National Museum, Yano,
Akemi Kikumura
Response to Comment CN11-1
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
Response to Comment CN11-2
The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. This alternative includes a new underground
st
nd
station on the block bounded by 1 Street, Central Avenue, 2 Street, and Alameda Street.
Response to Comment CN11-3
Comment noted. Metro will ensure that access to the museum, including bus loading areas, is
maintained during construction. The Locally Preferred Alternative would not involve at-grade
st
train operations at 1 and Alameda Streets like the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative and
Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative would have.
Response to Comment CN11-4
Preference for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The Metro Board of Directors
voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally
Preferred Alternative. Metro will provide replacement parking during construction on the
Mangrove property to offset displaced parking spaces and help maintain access to the museum
and other destinations nearby. Pedestrian and automobile access to the museum will be
maintained during operating hours throughout the construction phase of the project, and Metro
will ensure that visitors remain able to access the museum. Mitigation measures to assist
businesses and organizations, including the Japanese American National Museum, are included
in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative
(Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Metro will work to minimize any utility service disruptions,
and will notify the community in advance should any brief outages be necessary. Metro will
repair any inadvertent damage to private property that occurs as a result of construction,
including heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. Metro will work to
establish construction schedules around important community events at the museum so as to
accommodate the museum’s need to utilize its outdoor spaces. Barriers will be placed around
construction staging areas to minimize the visual and noise impacts of construction activities.
Response to Comment CN11-5
Metro intends to engage in direct discussions with the museum throughout the construction
phase and will be responsive to the museum’s concerns. Metro agrees that direct
communication will be crucial to resolving challenges. Metro looks forward to the continued
involvement of the museum.
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Responses to Comments from Go For Broke National Education Center,
Ozawa, Michael
Response to Comment CN12-1
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures
identified in the Draft EIS/EIR for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative have been refined and
confirmed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.
Response to Comment CN12-2
Comment acknowledged.
Response to Comment CN12-3
The impacts of the proposed pedestrian bridge and roadway underpass in Little Tokyo were
discussed in Sections 4.17.3.3.2 and 4.17.3.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR,
nd
respectively. The potential impacts of beginning tunnel boring machine operations at 2 and
Central were described in Section 4.18.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Impacts were adequately
analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR. Disproportionate impacts on the Little Tokyo community were
analyzed in Section 4.17, Environmental Justice, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The refined Locally Preferred Alternative would
not involve construction of any pedestrian bridges or roadway underpasses in Little Tokyo, and
nd
would not involve starting tunnel boring machine operations at 2 and Central. Tunnel boring
machine operations would instead begin at the Mangrove property as indicated in Section 4.18,
Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR which is farther from the center of Little Tokyo and
would involve fewer impacts.
Response to Comment CN12-4
Metro recognized the proximity of the proposed At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative alignment
to the Go For Broke Monument in Section 4.1.4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.
The alternative’s potential traffic access impacts to the Go For Broke Monument were identified
in Section 4.17.3.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. This alternative is not being
pursued for further study. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate
the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The Locally Preferred
Alternative alignment would not use any part of the lot containing the Go For Broke Monument,
and would run along the opposite side of Alameda Street in an underground configuration.
Response to Comment CN12-5
Metro will implement the mitigation measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR with the
goal of minimizing impacts to businesses and institutions affected by the project. As part of the
refinements made to the Locally Preferred Alternative in response to public comments on the
Draft EIS/EIR, Metro is no longer considering inserting tunnel boring machines from the
Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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2 /Central Avenue station or the 2 /Hope Street station sites. Instead, the tunnel boring
machine would be inserted from the Mangrove property, which is farther from the center of
Little Tokyo. This refinement would reduce impacts to the Little Tokyo community and its
businesses. Metro will have at least one project office in the Little Tokyo community, and staff
will be available via a 24-hour hotline to ensure the minimization of impacts
during construction.
Response to Comment CN12-6
Comment acknowledged. Metro will create a Regional Connector Community Leadership
Council a committee, consisting of local business and property owners, to streamline Metro’s
communication with all communities affected by the project and respond to their concerns
during construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative.
Response to Comment CN12-7
Thank you for your comment. Metro has met and will continue to meet with the Little Tokyo
community groups regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project. During
preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, Metro held meetings with community groups, which included
the Little Tokyo community, and identified municipal leaders to guide them in the decisionmaking process as it relates to the proposed station locations, alignment options, and
anticipated mitigation measures. Input from the community was incorporated into the
refinement of the Locally Preferred Alternative and the mitigation measures presented in this
Final EIS/EIR.
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October 18, 2010

Via Email & U.S. Mail
RegionalConnector@Metro.net
Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli
Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re:

Comments of East West Players on Draft EIS/EIR for Regional Connector

Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:
On behalf of East West Players (“EWP”), I am submitting comments on the
Draft EIS/EIR for the proposed Regional Connector.
By way of introduction, EWP is the nation’s largest producing organization of
Asian American artistic work and the longest-running professional theater of color in
the country. EWP performs in a 240-seat theater in a restored, historic building once
known as the Union Church of Los Angeles, now the Union Center for the Arts. The
Union Center, which also houses EWP’s administrative offices, is located at 120 John
John Aiso Street near the corner of First and San Pedro Streets in the heart of the
historic Little Tokyo District in downtown Los Angeles. The Union Center’s parking
lot is shared with the Go for Broke Monument, the Geffen Contemporary at MOCA and
the Japanese American National Museum.
EWP is a member of the Little Tokyo Community Council (“LTCC”) and has
participated in the prior discussions that Metro has had with Little Tokyo community
stakeholders concerning the proposed Regional Connector. EWP fully supports
LTCC’s position on this issue and joins in LTCC’s comments dated October 1, 2010 on
the Draft EIS/EIR. Specifically, EWP strongly urges Metro to adopt the Fully
Underground LRT Alternative for the proposed Regional Connector as it is the only
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option that adequately addresses the environmental, economic, social and cultural impacts to the
community.
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cont'd

The balance of this letter addresses a few comments specific to EWP and the potential impact
the proposed Regional Connector may have on EWP.
Through its main stage productions, Actors Conservatory, David Henry Hwang Writers
Institute and other programs, EWP is a cultural and economic engine for Little Tokyo and the
surrounding downtown area. Surveys confirm that over 70% of our patrons visit local restaurants and
shops before and/or after attending EWP performances.
Because most of our patrons arrive at the theater via private cars, EWP’s main concerns about

2

the proposed Regional Connector is that automobile traffic in the downtown area not be unduly
hindered during the construction phase, that access to the Union Center be maintained at all times and
that parking in Little Tokyo be preserved as much as reasonably practicable. EWP understands that
LTCC has advocated for Metro to implement construction/traffic mitigation measures in addition to
those already contemplated in the Draft EIS/EIR, and we join those recommendations.
Moreover, upon the completion of the proposed Regional Connector utilizing the Fully
Underground Alternative, EWP’s patrons will be able to reach the theater using various light rail lines,
thus potentially reducing traffic. Many of EWP’s patrons reside in Los Angeles’ West Side (West LA,
Culver City, Beverly Hills, Santa Monica, etc.), South Bay (Gardena, Torrance) and San Gabriel
Valley (Pasadena, Monterey Park, Alhambra). The proposed Regional Connector will fulfill the goal

3

stated in the Executive Summary of connecting the spokes of Metro’s expanding rail lines and
providing a “one seat ride,” via the Blue, Gold and Expo lines, from home to the theater for many of
EWP’s patrons.
Given the importance of EWP to Little Tokyo’s cultural and economic life, and the impact that
the proposed Regional Connector can have on EWP, we believe it would be appropriate to include a
specific reference to EWP in the final EIS/EIR as follows and as reflected in the attached pages:
--In Chapter 4, “Environmental Analysis, Consequences and Mitigation,” Section 4.3.2.4.6
Little Tokyo, the following (or similar) sentence should be inserted immediately before the final
sentence of the third paragraph: --
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East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in the country, is located

4

cont'd

across from the Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument.
--In Appendix O, “Community and Neighborhood Impacts,” Section 4.9.6 Little Tokyo, on
page 21 before the last sentence of the third paragraph, insert the following (or similar) sentence:

5

East West Players, the nation’s largest and oldest producing organization of Asian American
artistic works, is housed in the historic Union Church Building (now the Union Center for the
Arts) located across from the Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument.
In conclusion, East West Players thanks Metro for this opportunity to comment on the draft

6

EIS/EIR and reiterates its support for the staff recommended Preferred Alternative of the Fully
Underground LRT Alternative for the proposed Regional Connector. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you require any further information.
Sincerely,

Tim Dang
Producing Artistic Director
cc:

EWP Board of Directors
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Responses to Comments from East West Players, Dang, Tim
Response to Comment CN13-1
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Please refer to Responses to Comments CN13-2
through CN13-6, below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the commenter.
Response to Comment CN13-2
As indicated in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and Section 4.18,
Construction Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, during construction of the
Locally Preferred Alternative significant traffic impacts would occur due to temporary lane
closures and installation of decking above proposed stations. Mitigation has been incorporated
to reduce traffic impacts associated with construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative to the
maximum extent feasible. Nonetheless, traffic impacts associated with construction of the
Locally Preferred Alternative would be significant and unavoidable. However, access to Union
Station would be maintained.
On-street and off-street parking impacts were discussed in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts
and Mitigation, and Section 4.2, Displacement and Relocation, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this
Final EIS/EIR, respectively. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures to reduce parking
impacts associated with the Locally Preferred Alternative were identified in the Draft EIS/EIR and
confirmed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Examples of parking mitigation include
development of a parking mitigation and circulation plan by the contractor in coordination with
Metro and the City of Los Angeles; possible sequencing of construction activities so that
multiple blocks of on-street parking are not temporarily removed at one time; and any unmet
st
demand for parking spaces eliminated from the northern portion of the block bounded by 1
nd
Street, Central Avenue, 2 Street, and Alameda Street shall be replaced with spaces within one
block of the land uses that rely on those spaces, or through a combination of strategies
identified in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative.
Response to Comment CN13-3
Comment acknowledged. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
Response to Comment CN13-4
Comment acknowledged. The following sentence has been added to Section 4.3.2.4.6 of this
Final EIS/EIR:
The Go For Broke Monument, located North north of The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA at
Temple and Alameda Streets is a monument dedicated to the Japanese-American veterans of
World War II. East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in
the country, is located across from The Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument,
Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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in the Union Church Building (now the Union Center for the Arts). Little Tokyo also houses the
Little Tokyo Service Center that provides affordable housing and community services to
residents of the area.
Response to Comment CN13-5
Comment acknowledged. The following sentence has been added to Section 4.3.2.4.6 of this
Final EIS/EIR instead of Appendix O, Community and Neighborhood Impacts
Technical Memorandum:
East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in the country, is
located across from The Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument, in the Union
Church Building (now the Union Center for the Arts). Little Tokyo also houses the Little Tokyo
Service Center that provides affordable housing and community services to residents of the area.
Response to Comment CN13-6
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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Responses to Comments from Los Angeles Conservancy, Chou, Flora
Response to Comment CN14-1
Thank you for your comment. Please refer to Responses to Comments CN14-2 through CN14-5,
below, for detailed responses to concerns raised by the commenter regarding historic and
cultural resources.
Response to Comment CN14-2
Comment acknowledged. On October 28, 2010, the Metro Board of Directors voted to
designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The
nd
alignment of the Fully Underground LRT Alternative does not travel through the 2 Street Tunnel
as with the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative.
Response to Comment CN14-3
Metro appreciates the comments from the Los Angeles Conservancy and the Office of Historic
Resources regarding the development of mitigation measures for the impacts to the S. Kamada
Restaurant, Atomic Café, Señor Fish, and Coast Imports building. Although the facts of the
case for the Office of Historic Preservation and the League for Protection of Oakland’s
Architectural and Historic Resources v City of Oakland differ in that Metro is already developing
an EIR for this project. The Draft EIS/EIR did include alternatives that avoided impacts to the S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Señor Fish, and Coast Imports building. However, the
Locally Preferred Alternative identified in this Final EIS/EIR would require acquisition of the S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Señor Fish, and Coast Imports building property. The S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Señor Fish, and Coast Imports building has been significantly
altered from its original condition and does not meet the criteria for architectural historic
significance. However, this location played an important role in California history as the
commenter points out. Metro agrees that mitigation is required for the change to the property.
Metro also agrees that additional mitigation measures are warranted to mitigate for the impacts
to this historic resource and that the proposed additional mitigation, while not required to reach
the CEQA determination in the Draft EIS/EIR, would reinforce that determination. Metro has
developed additional mitigation measures to enhance reduction of the impacts to a less than
significant level and to be responsive to these comments. These include Metro offering the
building for a period of one year following certification of this Final EIS/EIR for the price of one
st
dollar to any party willing to move the building off of the 1 /Central Avenue station site at their
own expense. Should no parties come forward, Metro would incorporate materials from the
building into the project facilities. Metro would also offer to provide an exhibit commemorating
the Atomic Cafe at the Japanese American National Museum or other suitable location,
st
including exploring incorporating such an exhibit into the proposed 1 /Central Avenue station;
and developing an individual Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering
Record (HABS/HAER) submission. Section 4.12, Historic Resources, of this Final EIS/EIR and
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter
8) have been updated accordingly with the new mitigation measures. Please also refer to
Response to Comment AL3-101.
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Response to Comment CN14-4
Metro utilizes industry standards that are particular to California in identifying mitigation
measures for potential ground-borne vibration and settlement near historic and non-historic
resources during construction. These measures were identified in Section 4.7, Noise and
Vibration, and Section 4.12, Historic Resources, of the Draft EIS/EIR and have been refined and
confirmed in this Final EIS/EIR. These measures have been utilized on the Metro Red Line
North Hollywood extension and the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension where Metro completed
two miles of tunnel with almost zero settlement near historic and culturally significant structures
st
such as the Boyle Hotel at 1 and Boyle Streets which was built in 1889. In addition, structures
st
st
at 2130 East 1 Street, Hollenbeck Masonic Lodge, 2415 East 1 Street and 2001-2009 were
among some of the historic structures along the alignment where a tunnel boring machine,
specifically an earth pressure balance (EPB) machine, was used successfully to limit
ground settlement.
Response to Comment CN14-5
Metro has included this measure in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Metro will further stipulate that
whatever repairs that are done to damaged historic properties are implemented in a manner
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Metro has consulted
with the California State Historic Preservation Officer and other consulting parties concerning
this measure and its inclusion in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative and the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the project.
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