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EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 20,2012
SUBJECT:

FEDERAL ADVOCACY EFFORTS DURING THE 112TH CONGRESS

ACTION:

RECEIVE AND FILE

RECOMMENDATION
Continue efforts to aggressively pursue federal funding to augment local and state
funding for Metro's project and programmatic needs.
ISSUE
During the course of the 112th Congress, our agency has sought, with measured and
substantial success and consistent with our Board approved Legislative Program, to
expand the scale and scope of our efforts in Washington, DC. These efforts have
included, but are not limited to, gaining legislative support for the America Fast Forward
initiative, building a national coalition to support our America Fast Forward efforts,
securing a large number of federal grants, winning support for Records of Decision for
our New Starts projects and the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor, effectively working
with the U.S. Department of Transportation on our Project Labor Agreement, gaining
approval for proceeding with our rail car procurement, building unity among the Los
Angeles County Congressional Delegation on transportation issues, working to
conclude a $546 million Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
program loan for the Crenshaw/LAX light rail line, among other initiatives.
Four of the achievements cited above are the first time the federal government has
taken such actions, namely the creation of a substantial section of the innovative
finance title (America Fast Forward) of America's new surface transportation bill (MAP21); gaining Record of Decisions from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for
three major rail projects within a twelve month period; securing FTA approval for our
agency's innovative jobs program with respect to our rail procurement and lastly,
securing from the FTA a letter acknowledging that our agency's approach to increasing
job opportunities for low income or unemployed individuals meets federal procurement
requirements.
Metro staff will continue, consistent with our Board approved Legislative Program, to
advance our board approved America Fast Forward initiative to seek the
implementation of a federal qualified transportation bond program during the upcoming
113th Congress.

DISCUSSION
America Fast Forward:

Over the past two years our agency was able to propose, advocate for and successfully
embed our America Fast Forward into the new federal surface transportation bill.
Specifically, the surface transportation legislation signed into law on July 6,2012 by
President Obama included an innovative finance section entitled America Fast Forward
that provided $1.75 billion in lending authority through the Transportation Infrastructure
Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program ($750 million in Fiscal Year 2013 and $1
billion in Fiscal Year 2014). In addition, MAP-21 substantially reformed the TIFIA
program in ways that reflected our agency's America Fast Forward initiative. The
conference report for MAP-21 shares that the America Fast Forward program will "help
communities leverage their transportation resources and stretch Federal dollars further
than they have been stretched before."
The America Fast Forward initiative was endorsed by our Board of Directors and
repeatedly advanced at the White House, U.S. Department of Transportation and the
U.S. Congress by our Board member, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.
Our agency is deeply appreciative to the Chair of the U.S. Senate Environment and
Public Works (EPW) Committee Barbara Boxer (D-CA), the Ranking Member of the
Senate EPW Committee James Inhofe (R-OK), the Chair and Ranking Members of the
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, members of the Los Angeles
County Congressional Delegation and other key transportation stakeholders for working
to embed the America Fast Forward initiative into our nation's new surface
transportation program.
Our agency looks forward to actively participating in the newly strengthened TIFIA
program to advance the mobility of Los Angeles County residents.
Strong Support For Metro From The Los Angeles County Congressional
Delegation:

During the 11 ih Congress our federal affairs team worked closely with the Los Angeles
County Congressional Delegation in both Houses of Congress in support of Metro's
Board approved Legislative Program. Over the past congressional session we have
initiated and/or supported congressional correspondence on a wide variety of agency
priorities with the aim of securing more federal funds for our agency. In addition, our
Federal Affairs Representative in Washington, DC has conducted comprehensive
quarterly legislative updates, weekly communications and timely updates for staffers
supporting members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation.
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In 2011, with two of Metro's New Starts Projects included in the President's Budget and
with U.S. Department of Transportation grants available under SAFETEA-LU for non
New-Starts Projects, our Congressional Delegation came out in full force. U.S.
Representatives Karen Bass (D-33), Maxine Waters (D-35), Laura Richardson (D-37)
and Janice Hahn (D-36) all signed a letter to Secretary LaHood in support of TIGER III
and TIGER IV funds for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor. Congresswoman Bass all
wrote a letter to FTA Administrator Rogoff in support of a Metro Grant Request for the
Crenshaw Intermodal Transfer Facility and the Downtown Inglewood Intermodal
Transfer Facility. Senator Feinstein wrote an all-inclusive letter to Secretary LaHood in
support of Metro's five Livability Initiative Grant Requests and two State of Good Repair
Grant Requests. Additionally, U.S. Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Dianne
Feinstein (D-CA) sent a letter to Chairman Patty Murray (D-WA) and Ranking Member
Susan Collins (R-ME) on the Senate Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee in
support of fully funding the President's New Starts request, which would have included
our two New Starts projects. U.S. Representatives Karen Bass (D-33), Henry Waxman
(D-30), and Howard Berman (D-28) crafted a letter to Chairman Tom Latham (R-IA) and
Ranking Member John Olver (D-MA) of the House Transportation Appropriations
Subcommittee to fully fund the President's New Starts request as well. That letter
garnered the support of 31 other Members of Congress (including Los Angeles County
Congressional Delegation Representatives Laura Richardson (D-37), Judy Chu (D-32),
Grace Napolitano (D-38), Brad Sherman (D-27), and Xavier Becerra (D-31).
Our Los Angeles Delegation was even busier in 2012, with even more grant requests
and Fiscal Year 2013 Appropriations Requests, not to mention the long-awaited MAP21 Authorization Bill. Included in the 2012 Grant Requests are letters from U.S.
Representatives Brad Sherman (D-27) and Howard Berman (D-28), alongside U.S.
Senator Boxer (D-CA), in support of a TIGER IV Grant for the North Hollywood
Pedestrian Connector and another letter from U.S. Representative Howard Berman (D28) for the same Connector under the Bus & Bus Facilities grant program. U.S.
Representative Laura Richardson (D-37) also wrote letters to Secretary LaHood in
support of two grant requests made for the Rosa Parks Transit Station. Additionally, a
Delegation letter, spearheaded by U.S. Representative Linda Sanchez (D-39) in
support of new CNG buses for LA County, acquired the signatures of all 13 Democratic
Members of the Los Angeles County Congressional House Delegation. For our
Appropriations Requests, U.S. Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Dianne Feinstein
(D-CA) wrote to Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood in support of including our New
Starts Projects in the President's Budget, and 11 House Members wrote to Chairman
Latham and Ranking Member Olver in support of the President's New Starts Request.
In addition to working well with our local congressional delegation, our agency also
maintains strong ties to leadership offices in both the House and Senate, including
House Speaker Boehner's office and key transportation leaders and aides in the U.S
Senate and U.S. House of Representatives.
For your review, we have attached copies of the congressional correspondence cited
above.
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Federal New Starts Funding:

Prior to entering into Final Design our two New Starts projects were both identified in
the annual New Starts report issued by the U.S. Department of Transportation and
recommended for $81 million in federal funding. In the Fiscal Year 2013 Annual New
Starts Report, the Obama Administration recommended that the Westside Subway
Extension be allocated $50 million and the Regional Connector $31 million. The U.S.
Senate earlier this year adopted a transportation appropriations bill including $50 million
for the Westside Subway Extension and $31 million for the Regional Connector. The
U.S. House of Representative moved to adopt a transportation appropriations bill that
cuts New Starts funding and does not include funding for our two New Starts projects,
despite strong support to do so from the Los Angeles County Congressional
Delegation. Metro's federal advocacy team actively worked with transportation
stakeholders in Washington, DC to advance our New Starts program.
Light Rail Vehicle Procurement:

The Metro Board approved award of the P3010, New Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) contract
in April 2012, to provide Metro with 235 new LRVs. This important rolling stock
procurement is the first capital project in the United States to include a U.S.
Employment Program that used new job creation as a part of the evaluation criteria in a
Best Value Request for Proposal (RFP). In May 2011 , the Federal Transit
Administration approved Metro's innovative jobs program for use in a source selection
process to increase job opportunities for low income or unemployed individuals in the
U.S. The result of this U.S. Employment Program will be the creation of up to 350 new
rail car manufacturing jobs across the United States. These new jobs carry a value
of $97 million in wages and benefits, with a total economic impact of $141 million on the
U.S. economy. The project will see Metro's Contractor, Kinkisharyo
International, transfer car shell manufacturing of most of the Contract LRVs from Japan
to the U.S. for the first time in its history. Metro's strong working relationship in
Washington, DC with the FTA was an important factor in making possible Metro's
innovative jobs program for use in the rail car source selection process.
Project Labor Agreement:

The Metro Board approved implementation of a Project Labor Agreement (PLA) on all
major construction projects in January 2012. The PLA includes targeted hiring
requirements for economically disadvantaged individuals. In February 2012, the FTA
issued the first ever letter acknowledging that Metro's approach to increasing job
opportunities for low income or unemployed individuals meets federal procurement
requirements. Metro has created a national database, available on Metro's website,
which identifies the zip codes that meet the targeted hiring requirements approved by
the Metro Board. Numerous transit properties, the high speed rail agency, and several
cities have contacted Metro to gain more information about this ground-breaking federal
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approval. Metro's strong working relationship in Washington, DC with the FTA was an
important factor in making the PLA possible.

Record of Decision - Regional Connector
Earlier this year, the FTA granted our agency a Record of Decision (ROD) for the $1.37
billion project, officially certifying that the project has now satisfied all federal
environmental guidelines. This action was a key milestone for our agency to commence
final design of the nearly two-mile underground light rail line and for the agency to seek
federal funding to help build it. The outstanding work of our agency's planning
department and the strong outreach of our federal advocacy team with FTA
professional staff ensured that the ROD was considered in a thoughtful, comprehensive
and timely manner. With the ROD approved, our agency is closer to commencing
discussions with the FTA to secure a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA), which will
constitute a federal matching contribution to the project. As this process moves forward,
our federal advocacy team will remain a vital part of communicating key information to
the FTA on this project.

Record of Decision - Westside Subway Extension
On August 9,2012 the FTA granted our agency a ROD for the $5.6 billion Westside
Subway Extension, officially certifying that the project has satisfied all federal guidelines
for environmental analysis. Our agency will now pursue a FFGA for the project for New
Starts funding. Metro is planning to build the project with a combination of local
Measure R funds and the federal money; getting a Record of Decision was a necessary
step to secure a future FFGA the Full Funding Grant Agreement from the FTA. The
outstanding work of our agency's planning department and the strong outreach of our
federal advocacy team with FTA professional staff ensured that the ROD was
considered in a thoughtful, comprehensive and timely manner. Specifically, our federal
advocacy team was repeatedly called upon to brief FTA officials and Capitol Hill offices
on the status of the project and to provide accurate information regarding different
aspects of the project.

National Coalition Building and Leadership:
Over the past two years, Metro's federal affairs team has created a national movement
involving the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the AFL-CIO, Mayors from across the nation
and other key stakeholders in support of America Fast Forward. The team has also
worked with the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce in coordinating their annual
trip to Washington, as their primary focus over the past two years has been on the
surface transportation bill. The federal affairs team has created a national presence
with Chambers of Commerce from Greater Spokane, WA to Daytona, FL and dozens of
other chambers across the nation. Mayors from as far away as Missoula, MT and
Utica, NY have also pledged their support to the Metro Board approved America Fast
Forward. This national coalition building has placed Metro at the forefront of
transportation policymaking in the United States.
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Federal Transportation Grants:
Prior to and during the course of the 11ih Congress our agency has successfully
competed for a number of federal transportation grants issued by the U.S. Department
of Transportation. This success was the result of aggressively pursuing the Board
approved Legislative Program, which includes languages that encourages our agency
to seek federal transportation grants. We have sought and/or supported applications to
secure federal grant funds for, consistent with Board policy, our Non-New Starts
projects, including the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor and the Gold Line Foothill
Extension.
During the 11 ih Congress our grant requests were repeatedly advanced at the White
House, U.S. Department of Transportation and the U.S. Congress by our Board
member, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. The success of our pursuit of federal
transportation grants has also been greatly enhanced by the outstanding work of
individuals in our agency's regional capital development department.
Over the past twenty four months we have secured in excess of $100 million in federal
transportation grants:
In October 2010 the FTA announced that as part of their State of Good Repair Bus
Initiative, our agency was awarded $47.7 million by the U.S. Department of
Transportation for a bus operations and maintenance facility.
In June of 2011 the FTA announced that as part of the Innovative Transit Workforce
Development Program our agency was awarded $480,000 for Metro University:
Developing the Next Generation of Transportation Professionals Project.
In October 2011 the FTA announced that as part of the State of Good Repair bus
initiative our agency was awarded $25 million for the purchase of new CNG buses.
In October of 2011 the FTA announced that as part of the Livability Grant Initiative grant
program our agency was awarded $9.6 million for a new station linking the Patsaouras
Plaza at Union Station to the Silver Line and EI Monte Busway.
In November of 2011 the FTA announced that as part of the Veterans Transportation
and Community Living Initiative our agency was awarded $2 million to upgrade the 511,
One Call/One Click Center.
In December of 2011 the FTA announced that as part of the Public Transportation
Research Program our agency was awarded $175,000 Transit Climate Change
Adaptation Pilot Program.
In July 2012 the FTA announced that as part of the Bus & Bus Facilities Program/State
of Good Repair (SGR) Initiative our agency was awarded $10 million to procure
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 40-foot buses that are needed to replace buses
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among our fleet that have exceeded, or are about to exceed, the end of their useful
service life.
In July 2012 the FTA announced that as part of the Bus & Bus Facilities Program/
Livability Initiative our agency was awarded $10 million for the Metro Orange Line Bus
Enhancement - Pedestrian Connector to North Hollywood Red Line Station. Metro will
use these funds to help construct a pedestrian passage (under Lankershim Boulevard)
between the platforms of the existing Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) station on
the west of Lankershim Boulevard, to the mezzanine level of the existing North
Hollywood Red Line subway station at the east of Lankershim Boulevard.
In August of 2012 the U.S. Department of Transportation as part of the Ferryboat
Funding discretionary program awarded $2.4 million for the Cabrillo Mole ferry terminal
rehabilitation. As a result of our close cooperation with the City of Avalon and the
USDOT, it is our understanding that this is the first time our region has been awarded
funds under this program.
In September of 2012 we plan to successfully execute a $546 million Transportation
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit
Corridor project that was made possible through a TIGER II grant.
NEXT STEPS

Continue to aggressively advance our agency's Board approved Legislative Program
with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, key transportation
stakeholders in the House and Senate and with members of the Executive Branch,
including but not limited to, the U.S. Department of Transportation.
ATTACHMENTS

A.

Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project TIGER Grant Correspondence - April 4,
2011

B.

New Starts US Senate Correspondence - May 20, 2011

C.

New Starts "Dear Colleague" - May 20,2011

D.

US Representative Karen Bass (D-33) Support Letter for Crenshaw/Exposition
Intermodal Transfer Facility Park and Ride Lot and Lay Over Facility and
Downtown Inglewood Intermodal Transfer Facility and Park and Ride Lot August 12, 2011

E.

US Senator Dianne Feinstein Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor, Rosa Parks
Transit Station, etc. Grant Support Correspondence - October 5, 2011

F.

Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor
TIGER Grant Support Correspondence - November 22, 2011

G.

US Senate New Starts Correspondence - January 12, 2012
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H.

US Representative Laura Richardson (D-37) Rosa Parks Transit StationJanuary 19, 2012

I.

Los Angeles County Delegation New Starts Correspondence - March 19,2012

J.

US Representative Laura Richardson (D-37) Rosa Parks Transit Station Support
Correspondence - April 5, 2012

K.

Los Angeles County Delegation CNG Grant Correspondence - April 23, 2012

L.

Metro Orange Line Bus Enhancement Pedestrian Connector Support
Correspondence - April 24, 2012

M.

Metro Orange Line Bus Enhancement Pedestrian Connector Support
Correspondence - June 27,2012

N.

Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation Letter in support of Innovative
Transit Workforce Development Program Grant - August 23,2012

Prepared by:

Raffi Haig Hamparian, Director, Federal Affairs - (213) 922.3769
Marisa V. Yeager, Manager, State and Federal Affairs - (213) 9222262
Joshua Englander, Federal Affairs Representative
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Paul C. Taylor
Deputy Chief Exe utive Officer

Arthur T. Leahy
Chief Executive Officer
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ATTACHMENT A
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April 4, 2011

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:
We are pleased to convey our strong support for a grant application submitted by the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) requesting funding from the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Program.
Metro is requesting $125 million from the TIGER program for the Crenshaw/Los Angeles
International (LAX) Airport Transit Corridor Project. This project would greatly improve the
access and mobility to public transportation for the people of Los Angeles and stimulate
economic growth throughout the CrenshawlLAX transit corridor.
Los Angeles County is consistently ranked as the most congested traffic area in the United States
with transportation time and costs continuing to climb. In order to combat these costs and ensure
that. Los Angeles infrastructure is able to handle the area's transportation, mobility and
accessibility needs and offer improved travel times, reliable transit service and access to the
regional transit system, critical infrastructure and transit investments, like the Crenshaw/LAX
Transit Corridor Project, are necessary.
The Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project will provide essential congestion relief and connect
LAX, the Metro Green Line, the Exposition Line and the countywide bus network and will
improve transit connections to the entire Metro Rail and Bus system. It will also provide crucial
assistance for the congested 405 and 110 Interstates.
More specifically, the CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project consists of the construction of an
8.5 mile light rail transit line between the Exposition Line and the Metro Green Line, including
at least six stations and up to two additional stations, a maintenance facility, and procurement of
rail vehicles. It will provide critical connections in Los Angeles County's growing transportation
network. The project provides a critical north-south link connecting the South Bay and the LAX
Airport area with the Exposition Line, which will open within the next few months and will
provide connections to downtown Los Angeles and the Westside of Los Angeles (and ultimately
to the City of Santa Monica).
Additionally, the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project will provide jobs and community
revitalization opportunities in a historically underserved portion of Los Angeles County, and is
expected to be a significant engine for economic development generating an estimated 7,800 jobs
during its five-year construction period.
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The CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project is largely funded by Measure R, Los Angeles
County's third half-cent sales tax for transportation. It is also anticipated to be financed by a
$546 million TIFIA loan supported by $20 million in TIGER n funds to pay for the loan's
subsidy and administrative costs. As the majority of our project is funded by local sources,
namely our Measure R sales tax, this application supports the option to implement two additional
important features: An additional below-grade station at Crenshaw BoulevardIVemon Avenue
and an extension of a below-grade alignment between 39th Street and the Exposition Line. The
additional station at V emon Avenue will serve historic Leimert Park Village, a neighborhood
which serves as the central arts and cultural hub of Los Angeles County's African American
community. The additional below-grade segment supports efficient operations at the connection
with the Exposition Line and supports economic development near the major intersection of two
light rail lines.

Improving mobility and ensuring an accessible, integrated, and efficient transportation system is
a priority we all share. The CrenshawlLAX line will greatly improve the quality of life for
residents of Los Angeles County. Therefore, we urge the Federal Transit Authority to grant Los
Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority's TIGER Discretionary Grant application to
provide funding for the expansion of the CrenshawlLAX Light Rail Line.

Sincerely,

~8~
Member of Congress

)f~~
MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

cc:

Peter M. Rogoff, Administrator, Federal Transit Administration
Art Leahy, CEO, Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority
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ATTACHMENT B

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 20, 2011
The Honorable Patty Murray
Subcommittee on Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Susan Collins
Subcommittee on Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Murray and Ranking Member Collins,
We are writing to express our support for the President's Fiscal Year
2012 Budget Request for the Federal Transit Administration's New Starts
program. This important funding supports mass transit investment across
the country, leveraging significant State and local funding, and creating
good-paying jobs for thousands of American workers.
Investing in our Nation's public transportation infrastructure is key to
America's continued economic revitalization. New Starts funding, as
outlined in the President's Budget, will provide new transit options to reduce
congestion, improve mobility, cut energy consumption, and create more
livable communities. We applaud the President's inclusion of $3.2 billion
for this important program, and urge you to fully fund this request in the
FY12 Transportation - Housing and Urban Development Appropriations
Bill.
We are specifically pleased that the Federal Transit Administration
included a new funding section for New Starts projects entitled "Other
Capital Investment Program Funding Recommendations." This category
recognizes four valuable projects - two of which are in our State of
California, one in North Carolina and one in Washington State - that are in
earlier stages of development but may be eligible for full funding grant
agreements before the end of FY12. Both of the California projects are
bolstered by strong local fmancial support, based on a newly adopted half
cent sales tax measure that was overwhelmingly adopted by Los Angeles
County voters in November of 2008.

As your Subcommittee drafts its FY12 bill, we encourage you to
include the full $3.2 billion for New Starts requested by the President, and
specifically to ensure that $400 million is made available for the
Administration's priorities under "Other Capital Investment Program
Funding Recommendations." Thank you for your consideration of this
request and your diligent work to improve our nation's transportation
infrastructure. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
us, or have your staff contact my office.
Sincerely,

..
...
~ I~

......... ~
VAoo'l(f\,II"WI..........

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator
~

~:B~xj'3fUnited States Senator

ATTACHMENT C
KAREN BASS

408 CANNON House OffiCE BuILDING
(202)225-7084

331m DISTRICT. CALiFORNIA
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"OUSt of l\tprtStntatwtS
RtEbington, 1K 20515-0533
May 20, 2011
The Chairman Tom Latham
Transportation, Housing & Urban Development
Subcommittee, House Appropriations Committee

The Ranking Member John Olver
Transportation, Housing & Urban Development
Subcommittee, House Appropriations Committee

Dear Chairman Latham and Ranking Member Olver:
We write to express our strong support for the New Starts program administered by the Department of
Transportation's Federal Transit Administration (FTA). We urge you to :fully fund this national program with a $3.2
billion appropriation, matching the level_requested by President Obama in his FY 2012 budget for existing and
pending full funding grant agreements as well as other capital investment projects that have been recommended for
grants.
The New Starts program. moves America forward, providing access and sustaining commerce in our economy. The
program. which has existed for over five decades, provides critical funding for new fixed guide way constructionincluding commuter rail, subway, light rail, ferries and bus rapid transit projects - in our communities. Such
infrastructure spending not only creates jobs, but spurs economic development, eases congestion, and fosters the
development of safer, environmentally sustainable and more livable communities by connecting commuters to places
of employment, commercial businesses, educational institutions, health centers, and residential areas on a daily
basis.
Congress has played a significant role in structuring the New Starts program, with strict criteria, set forth in statute,
requiring the FTA to rigorously evaluate and rate New Starts projects according to their projected capital costs,
operating costs, and ability to commit local funds to finance at least 40% of the project's construction. In addition,
the FTA is required to examine each project's cost effectiveness, mobility improvements, environmental benefits,
land use, operating efficiencies, and economic development. Only those projects that achieve established rating
thresholds can receive a full funding grant agreement under which Federal :funding can be committed.
A recent report issued by Reconnecting America identified hundreds of eligible New Starts projects in various stages
of planning, engineering and construction from coast to coast. While the need continues to be great, the amount
requested for New Starts in FY 2012 is modest. In the tight budgetary times we face today in Congress, the
considerable financial commitment made by our localities to leverage Federal dollars through the New Starts
program must be recognized and continue to be encouraged.

As you begin to work on the fiscal year 2012 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development & Related Agencies
bill, we urge you to fully fund New Starts at $3.2 billion to ensure that critical transportation initiatives move
forward, our infrastructure is improved and enhanced, jobs are created, and our communities remain Vibrant places to
live and work The regrowth of our economy starts locally and its success hinges on infrastructure investment and
the economic development that transportation creates.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your continued support of this essential program.

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

~L?Member of Congress

MELVIN L. WAIT
Member of Congress

.; :::;>
DAVlDWU
Member of Congress

~

ALBIOSIRES
Member of Congress

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.
Member of Congress

•
GENE GREEN
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

~.oJka~
D.CLARKE

of Congress

~A:.~

MAZIE K.. HIRONO
Member of Congress
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~ LUMENAUER

Member of Congress
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CHRIS VANHO
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

~$ ().~
DORiS O. MATSUI

Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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t. ... ·
JOHN LEWIS
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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ATTACHMENT 0

BUDGET COMMITIEE

W ASHlNGTON OFFICE:

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

408 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
202-225-7084

SUBCOMMITIE ON AFRICA, GWBAL HEALTH
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

DISTRICT OFFICE:

SUBCOMMITfEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
INVESTIGATIONS

KAREN

WWW.Ki\RENBASS.HOUSE.GOV

BASS

4322 WilSHIRE BLVD_ SUITE 302
Los ANGELES. CA 90010
323-965-1422

CONG~~SOFTHEUNITEDSTA~
33RD DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

August 12, 2011
Mr. Peter M. Rogoff
Administrator, Fedeml Transit Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Administrator Rogoff:
I am writing in strong support of the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority's grant
applications for the Crenshaw/Exposition Intermodal Transfor Facility, Park & Ride Lot and
Layover Facility and the Downtown Inglewood Intermodal Transfer Facility and Park & Ride
Lot, both submitted through the Bus & Bus Facilities Program & Livability Initiative. These
projects will greatly benefit the residents of California's 33M Congressional District as well as
the rest of the Los Angeles region.
These facilities will enhance the CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Light Rail for thousands of my
South Los Angeles constituents who depend on public buses to get to and from work and go
about their daily lives. With the new light rail underway, it is necessary to construct appropriate
bus facilities and parking lots to maintain the travel routes already in existence as well as
advance the connectivity of Los Angeles regional transportation network.
The CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project will greatly improve the access and mobility to
public transportation for people in the 33M Congressional District and stimulate economic growth
throughout the transit corridor. The project will connect the Los Angeles International Airport
(LAX), the Metro Green Line, the Exposition Line and the countywide bus network and will
improve transit connections to the entire Metro Rail and Bus system. It will also provide relief
for the congested 405 and 110 Interstates.
Additionally, the CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project will provide jobs and community
revitalization opportunities in a historically underserved portion of Los Angeles County, and is
expected to be a significant engine for economic development generating an estimated 7,800 jobs
during its five-year construction period. These positive outcomes will be augmented with support
from the Bus & Bus Facilities Program & Livability Initiative.

~"

Improving mobility and ensuring an accessible, integrated, and efficient transportation system is
one of my office's top priorities. The CrenshawlLAX line will greatly improve the quality of life
for constituents in the 33M Congressional District and throughout Los Angeles County. I urge the
Federal Transit Authority to support the CrenshawlExposition & Downtown Inglewood Transfer
Facilities and Park & Ride Lots as well as the entire CrenshawlLAX Light Rail Line.
If you have any questions or need more infonnation, please feel free to contact Jenny Wood in
my office at 202-225-7084.

Sincerely,

KAREN R. BASS
Member of Congress

CC:

Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood
Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority CEO Art Leahy

ATTACHMENT E
DIANNE FEINSTEIN
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COMMITTEE (lttTHE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504
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OctoberS, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20059
Dear Secretary LaHood:
I am writing to express my support for several grant requests submitted by
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to the
Department of Transportation in response to Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
grant opportunities.
Metro is one of the largest transportation agencies in the United States and is
responsible for transportation planning, design, construction and operation of bus,
'subway, and light-rail services for the 10 million residents of Los Angeles County.
Metro also has strategic partnerships with Caltrans and Metrolink that support an
extensive HOV and 'commuter rail network..
Metro has submitted five applications for funding within the FTA's
Livability Initiative. Each of these projects has been designed to provide critical
services that connect members of the community with employment, health,
educational, and other important opportunities and services:
• CrenshawlExposition Intermodal Transfer Facility - This facility will serve
as a major transfer point and provide enhanced connections fo~ area
residents, domestic and international visitors, and for regional connections to
two light rail lines.
• Downtown Inglewood Intermodal Facility - The proposed new location will
provide a more direct connection to a light rail line and to the historic areas

within Inglewood. These facilities include bus stop amenities, park-and-ride
spaces, and layover space for buses.
• Rosa Parks Transit Station - The Rosa Parks Station will be renovated to
provide a well lit, safe and convenient inter-modal facility.
• El Monte Busway and Union Station Linkage - This project will create a
direct pedestrian connection between the existing El Monte Busway and
Union Station's Patsaouras Plaza in downtown Los Angeles.
• Glendale Community College and Metrolink Linkage - This project will
allow for the purchase of three compressed natural gas buses for use
between Glendale Community College and Metrolink., the area's regional
rail provider.
Additionally, Metro has submitted two applications under the FTA's State of
Good Repair Initiative:
• Clean Fuel Bus Purchase - This purchase will provide for alternatively
fueled buses in Los Angeles that would mitigate the region's air quality and
traffic congestion problems.
• Energy and Utility Retrofits - Funding will allow for the installation of .
energy and utility retrofits at the existing bus facilities to increase the energy
efficiency of bus facilities.
I appreciate your full consideration of these requests. If you need any
additional information, or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me,
or have your staff contact Matt Nelson in my Washington, DC office at (202) 2242745.

LJ'1,,,.....u.e Feinstein

United States Senator
DF/mbnlac

Gratlgre.6S af tIJe llttliieb .tates
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November 22,2011

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary LaHood:
We write in strong support of the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority's
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant
application for the Exposition to 39th Below-Grade Section addition to the Crenshaw/ Los
Angeles International (LAX) Airport Transit Corridor Project. This project would greatly
improve the access and mobility to public transportation for the people of Los Angeles and
stimulate economic growth throughout the Crenshaw/ LAX transit corridor.
Los Angeles County is consistently ranked as the most congested traffic area in the United States
with transportation time and costs continuing to climb. In order to combat these costs and ensure
that Los Angeles infrastructure is able to handle the area's transportation, mobility and
accessibility needs and offer improved travel times, reliable transit service and access to the
regional transit system, critical infrastructure and transit investments, like the CrenshawlLAX
Transit Corridor Project, are necessary.
The CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project will provide essential congestion relief and connect
LAX, the Metro Green Line, the Exposition Line and the countywide bus network and will
improve transit connections to the entire Metro Rail and Bus system. It will also provide crucial
assistance for the congested 405 and 110 Interstates.
To further expand the benefits of the CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project throughout South
Los Angeles, additional funding is needed to extend the project below grade between 39th Street
and Exposition Boulevard. and provide an underground station to service the Leimert Park
Village commercial district. The Exposition Below Grade Approach will reduce travel time for
all riders using the northern section of the transit line, while providing expanded developmental
ability of local areas and eliminating traffic and transportation issues that would occur if the
project was constructed above ground.
Additionally, the CrenshawlLAX Transit Corridor Project will provide jobs and community
revitalization opportunities in a historically underserved portion of Los Angeles County, and is
expected to be a significant engine for economic development generating an estimated 7,800 jobs
during its five-year construction period.
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Improving mobility and ensuring an accessible, integrated, and efficient transportation system is
a priority we all share. The addition of the Exposition Below Grade Approach to the
CrenshawlLAX line will greatly improve the quality of life for residents of Los Angeles County.
Therefore, we urge the Federal Transit Authority to grant Los Angeles Metropolitan
Transportation Authority's TIGER Discretionary Grant application to provide funding for the
expansion of the CrenshawlLAX Light Rail Line.

Sincerely,

KAREN BASS
Member of Congress

>t~~~
MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

CC:

Peter M. Rogoff, Administrator, Federal Transit Administration
Art Leahy, CEO, Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority
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January 12, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
u.s. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Mr. Secretary:
We are writing to urge you to include funding for two Los Angeles
County subway projects in the Fiscal Year 2013 New Starts Report.
Recommending both the Westside Subway Extension and the Regional
Connector for Full Funding Grant Agreements (FFGAs) in Fiscal Year 2013
would demonstrate this Administration's commitment to transfomring the
transit system in America's second largest city.
F or many years, Los Angeles County has not received any funding
from the Federal Transit Administration's New Starts program. The last Los
Angeles project to enjoy Federal New Starts funding was the Metro Gold
Line project, which secured a $491 million FFGA in June of2004. Since
this FFGA was granted, Los Angeles has built two light-rail projects with
local funding, and the people of Los Angeles County have voted
overwhelmingly to tax themselves in order to build a 21 st century
multimodal system.
Measure R, adopted in 2008, will provide more than $14 billion in
locally-generated funds for twelve transit projects, including the Westside
Subway Extension and the Regional Connector. If the Federal government
recommends these projects for FFGAs, it would leverage Measure R funds
to accelerate the construction of both transit projects, bringing mobility and
jobs to a region that needs both. The Federal government's contribution to
these two New Starts projects would be less than 25 percent of the total cost
of the twelve transit projects.

In 2010, Los Angeles residents wasted 521 million hours and 278
million gallons of fuel while stuck in traffic, at an estimated cost of
$11 billion, according to the Texas Transportation Institute's Annual Urban
Mobility Report. In each of these categories, the congestion problem in Los
Angeles was the most severe in America.

As you said in a 2010 letter regarding the innovative funding model
utilized by Los Angeles to leverage Federal funding, ~'This would create
needed jobs immediately, and wbuld allow the citizens of Los Angeles to
reap the benefits of these transit investment- cleaner air, reduced
congestion, lower construction costs and improvements in the quality of life
-- much sooner than would otherwise be possible. I share your belief that
the 30110 model--Ieveraging a comprehensive long-range transportation
plan and a sustainable local funding stream -~ has the potential to transfonn
the way we invest in transportation projects across the Nation."
The Westside Subway Extension and the Regional Connector are
essential components of Los Angeles' vision to provide its 13 million
residents with an alternative to the gridlock and could serve as a model for
the rest of the nation with your help.
We thank: you in advance .for your thoughtful consideration of our
request to include the vVestside Subway Extension and the Regional
Connector in the Fiscal Year 2013 New Starts Report.

Sincerely,

......
Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator
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January 19, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary LaHood,
On behalf of California's 3~ Congressional District, I am writing to express my strong
support for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority's (Metro)
request for Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program (TCSP)
funds for the Rosa Parks Bus Station. The TCSP program funds will relocate the Rosa
Parks Bus Station south of the I-lOS freeway and integrate it with the adjacent retail
center and critically anchor the north end of the Transit Oriented District.
The current Bus Plaza is located directly under the 105 Freeway and west of the Metro
Blue Line LRT Tracks, it is dated, barren, loud, hostile and disconnected from the
community. The relocation of the station is consistent with the Rosa Parks Station Area
Master Plan developed in cooperation with the surrounding community, County of Los
Angeles, Martin Luther King/Drew Medical Center revitalization plan and LA Metro.
The bus facility, in combination with the other elements of the Master Plan, will address
the service needs of the area by enhancing mobility for the people who use the LRT
station each day and the 1500 transit users who board Metro's buses. Funds for the
project would not only address the aforementioned problems but would also meet the
following goals:
1)
2)

3)
4)

Improve the efficiency of the transportation system of the United States.
Reduce the impacts of transportation on the environment.
Reduce the need for costly future investments in public infrastructure.
Provide efficient access to jobs, services, and centers of trade.

5)

Examine community development patterns and identify strategies to encourage
private sector development that achieves the purposes identified in (1) through
(4).

Los Angeles increasing population is requiring the need for LA Metro to expand and
upgrade their vast nehvork of rail and bus lines. Creating a mass transit system that is
accessible and will increase the efficiency of moving people is a goal that is shared a both
the local and federal level. The relocation of the Rosa Parks Bus Station will greatly
improve the quality of life for residents in the surrounding area as well as the Los
Angeles County as a whole. I would urge the Department of Transportation to grant Los
Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority's TCSP application to provide funding
for the Rosa Parks Bus Station relocation.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Laura Richardson
Member of Congress
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March 19,2012
The Honorable Tom Latham

The Honorable John Olver
Ranking Member
Transportation, Housing & Urban
Development Subcommittee
Washington, DC 20515

Chairman
Transportation, Housing & Urban
Development Subcommittee
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman Latham and Ranking Member Olver:

We write to express our strong support for the New Starts program administe~ed by the U.S.
Department of Transportation's Federal Transit Administration (FTA). We urge you to fully
fund this national program with a $2.235 billion appropriation, matching the level requested by
President Obama in his FY 2013 Budget for existing and pending full funding grant agreements
as well as other capital investment projects that have been recommended for grants. Included
within the other capital investment projects, is funding for two Los Angeles County
transportation projects. Both of these projects would serve to both enhance Los Angeles
County's existing transit system and strengthen the ridership on over 10 planned transit systems
that are slated to be built across Los Angeles County in the decades to come.
The New Starts program moves America forward, providing access and sustaining commerce in
our economy. The program, which has existed for over five decades, provides critical funding for
new fixed guide way construction - including commuter rail, subway, light rail, ferries and bus
rapid transit projects - in our communities. Such infrastructure spending not only creates jobs,
but spurs economic development, eases congestion, and fosters the development of safer,
environmentally sustainable and more livable communities by connecting commuters to places
of employment, commercial businesses, educational institutions, health centers, and residential
areas on a daily basis.
Congress has played a significant role in structuring the New Starts program, with strict criteria,
set forth in statute, requiring the FTA to rigorously evaluate and rate New Starts projects
according to their projected capital costs, operating costs, and ability to commit local funds to
finance at least 40% of the project's construction. In addition, the FTA is required to examine
each project's cost effectiveness, mobility improvements, environmental benefits, land use,
operating efficiencies, and economic development. Only those projects that achieve established
rating thresholds can receive a full funding grant agreement under which Federal funding can be
. committed.
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As you begin to work on the fiscal year 2013 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
& Related Agencies bill, we urge you to fully fund New Starts at $2.235 billion to ensure that
critical transportation initiatives move forward, our infrastructure is improved and enhanced,
jobs are created, and our communities remain vibrant places to live and work. The success of
our economy hinges on infrastructure investment and the economic development that
transportation creates.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your continued support of this essential
program.

Sincerely,

v
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April 5, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary LaHood,
On behalf of California's 37th Congressional District, I am writing to express my strong support
for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority's (Metro) request for Bus &
Bus Facilities Program (Livability Initiative) funds for the Rosa Parks Transit Station. The Bus &
Bus Facilities Program (Livability Initiative) program funds will develop pedestrian, bicycle, car,
bus and rail connections at the Rosa Parks Transit Station.
The station, located in the Willowbrook community is a major transit hub, serving many bus
routes operated by Metro and other transit agencies. The station also serves two rail lines: the
Metro Green Line and the Metro Blue Line. The station has the third highest volume of users in
the entire Metro rail system and the projects include a multitude of improvements such as
improving the multimodal capital improvements of street and parking facilities. It also
improves the connection between pedestrian, bicycle, bus, rail and car modes from the park and
ride facility to the station and bus plaza.
The proposed multimodallinkage enhancements will improve mobility and accessibility for
more than 30,000 transit patrons daily, and are critical to extending the station's amenities into
the surrounding communities.
I would urge the Department of Transportation to grant the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority's Bus & Bus Facilities Program (Livability Initiative) application'to
provide funding for the Rosa Parks Multimodal Transit Station.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Laura Richardson
Member of Congress
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April 23, 2012
Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC20590
Dear Secretary LaHood:
We are writing to express our support for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (LA Metro) proposal for the procurement of 66 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) buses
to replace their current diesel bus fleet. Metro is seeking a grant of $1 0 million from the Clean
Fuels Program within the Federal Transit Authority to complete the $36.2 million project.
Specifically, LA Metro is requesting $10 million dollars to procure 66 CNG buses that would
replace 66 Orion diesel buses that have exceeded or will soon exceed their useful service life.
Metro is already funding $26.2 million of the proposal and is looking for the Federal
Government to help complete the necessary financing.
As you may know, the Los Angeles South Coast Air Basin (SCAB) has serious air quality and
traffic congestion issues. The EPA has found that SCAB reaches "extreme" nonattainment for
the 8-hour ozone standard and "serious" nonattainment for particulate matter (PM-l 0). These
pollution levels present a significant danger to the long-term health and quality oflife of our
constituents.
The proposal LA Metro has put forth would help greatly reduce their bus fleet's air pollution
contribution, while also addressing service quality concerns of an aging bus fleet. Department of
Energy research demonstrates that CNG buses release 53% lower nitrogen oxide (NOx), 85%
lower total particulate matter, and 89% lower carbon monoxide. All of these reductions would
directly impact SCAB's ability to meet the National Ambient Air Quality Standards and have a
positive impact on the health of Los Angeles residents who will be able to breathe cleaner air.
We strongly support LA Metro's proposal for $10 million to procure 66 CNG buses be granted
under the Clean Fuels Program in order to ensure the health and transit needs of our districts are
met.
Sincerely,

ff~~.5~
Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress

N"ard L. Berman
ember of Congress

~I.~_tn
....
race F. Napolitanol
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

I~~

4e~
Brad Sherman

...~.~

~elQ·~·
enry . Waxm
Member of Congress

CC:

Peter M. Rogoff, Administrator, Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation
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Hon. Ray LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:
We are pleased to convey our strong support for grant applications submitted by the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) requesting $17.6 million in funding from
the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Program and the Bus
and Bus Facilities Livability Initiative Program for the Metro Orange Line Bus Enhancement
Pedestrian Connector to the North Hollywood Red Line Station.
It is our understanding that Metro has submitted applications for $17.6 million for both TIGER
and Bus and Bus Facilities funds for the Orange Line Bus Enhancement Pedestrian Connector to
the North Hollywood Red Line Station. This pedestrian connector will allow a direct pedestrian
connection between the Orange Line (busway) and Red Line (rail) stations in the San Fernando
Valley (North Hollywood). At present, the Orange Line handles daily boardings of27,100,
while the Red Line manages over 148,000 daily hoardings. In the summer of2012 the Orange
Line is slated to be expanded by four miles, adding many more riders to this popular busway.
The pedestrian connection, which would be made by constructing a tunnel underneath
Lankershim Boulevard, would serve thousands of Orange Line and Red Line patrons who cross
this location on a daily basis. The project will reduce vehicle traffic delays and will make it safer
for patrons to transfer between Metro's existing busway and rail system. The new pedestrian
connector will reduce the connection time of patrons connecting from the Orange Line and the
Red Line and reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated from traffic delays - all while creating
a connection that many of our patrons need. The grant application for this worthwhile project
meets the parameters outlined in the Bus and Bus Facility grant program.
We very much appreciate your consideration of grant applications for the Orange Line Bus
Enhancement Pedestrian Connector to North Hollywood Red Line Station.
Sincerely,

~'i.~
1.
HOWARD BERMAN
Member of Congress
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June 27, 2012

Hon. Ray LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary LaHood:
I am writing to follow up on the conversation we had earlier this month regarding the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority'S (LACMTA) grant application for funding the Orange
Line Bus Enhancement Pedestrian Connector project in my congressional district. While I was
disappointed that neither LACMTA's, nor any other applications from Southern California were included
in the latest round of TIGER funding announcements, I wanted to remind you that LACMTA has also
submitted this project for funding under the Bus and Bus Facilities program..
I understand your Department received applications many times in excess of the funds available for
TIGER N grants, however, I would like to note this project is a priority ofLACMTA's, having been its
top request in the last round of grant submissions. With the recently completed extension of Metro's
Orange Line to Chatsworth, California, many additional riders are expected to transfer between Orange
Line and Red Line services in North Hollywood - providing even greater urgency for this project.
This pedestrian connection would serve thousands of Orange Line and Red Line patrons by allowing
direct transfers between busway and rail services, thereby eliminating a hazardous pedestrian crossing
across Lankershim Boulevard. In addition to enhancing pedestrian safety for Orange and Red Line riders,
this project would also reduce motor vehicle traffic and passenger transfer delays. I strongly believe that
the grant application for this worthwhile project meets the parameters outlined in the Bus and Bus Facility
grant program..
This project is important for me and the thousands of my constituents in the San Fernando Valley who
patronize Orange and Red Line services. I appreciate your careful consideration of LACMTA's Bus and
Bus Facilities grant application.
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August 23, 2012

Mr. Peter Rogoff, Administrator
Federal Transit Administration
Department of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C., 20590

Dear Administrator Rogoff:
As Members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, we are pleased to convey our strong support
for a grant application submitted by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)
requesting funding under the Innovative Transit Workforce Development Program.
Metro is requesting $923,760 to implement a "Transit Operations Trainee Program" in partnership with the Los
Angeles Community College District, as well as other in-state and out-of-state partners, including the Denver
Regional Transportation District and the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Authority. The total cost to implement this
program is $1,228,760 and Metro, along with its partners, are committed to leverage $305,000 for a 25% local
match.
This much needed funding will support the second phase of the "Metro University: Developing the Next
Generation of Transportation Professionals" grant that FrA awarded Metro in 20l1. It is estimated that 40% of
Metro's current operations employees are at least 55 years old, with a majority of them likely to retire in the
next five to ten years. This grant is critical to recruiting and training the next generation of transit operators for
the 21 st Century.
Therefore, we ask the FTA to support Metro's Innovative Transit Workforce Development grant request.

Sincerely,

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Uiura Richards
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Linda Sanchez
Member
of Congress
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tlaxman
herman
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

