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Attachment A
BILL:

AB 1532

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER JOHN PEREZ
(D- LOS ANGELES)

SUBJECT:

AUTHORIZATION THE CREATION OF THE GREENHOUSE GAS
REDUCTION ACCOUNT

STATUS:

PENDING COMMITTEE REFERRAL

ACTION:

SUPPORT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board support AB 1532 which establishes a Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Account to fund measures and programs to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
ISSUE
AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, authorizes the California
Air Resources Board (GARB)to implement amulti-year program to reduce greenhouse
gas(GHG)emissions. The AB 32 Scoping Plan outlines a comprehensive list of actions
to implement AB 32, one of which is market-based compliance mechanisms. This `capand-trade' program will apply a declining aggregate cap on the sources responsible for
85 percent of the state's total GHG emissions. The funding resulting from the auction
will be placed in Air Pollution Control Fund, to be appropriated by the Legislature. AB
1532 would establish that funding process.
PROVISIONS
Specific language for AB 1532 is still being developed. As of now AB 1532 outlines four
potential funding areas: 1) Clean and efficient energy 2) Low-carbon transportation 3)
Natural resource protection 4)Sustainable infrastructure development.
Staff recommends that the Board adopt general objectives for this legislation. These
objectives would be that:
AB 1532 would:
• Ensure a robust level of funding for public transit.
• Ensure a competitive opportunity for Los Angeles County which experiences
some of the worst pollution in the state.
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DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
Staff has reviewed this proposal for any impacts to safety and has determined that the
legislation will not impact safety.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
Until AB 1532 and the funding allocations have been finalized, the financial impact is
uncertain.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
AB 1532 will provide funding to Metro for measures and programs that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, including low-carbon public transportation and sustainable
infrastructure. Revenues for the `cap-and-trade' program are anticipated to be close to
$1 billion in 2012-2013. AB 1532 would establish a mechanism for allocating these
funds and specifically allocate funds for public transit purposes. Ultimately the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Account would be distributed by CARB.
In a time when Metro is embarking on an ambitious number of projects seeking
additional funding sources is essential. The formulation of this bill could significantly
benefit the agency and region given the region's size and air quality issues. Of the four
areas currently identified in AB 1532, Metro would be competitive in two of these areas:
low-carbon transportation and sustainable infrastructure development. It is these areas
where we would seek to incorporate our objectives.
Staff is currently exploring ways to structure the legislation so that it provides maximum
benefit for our projects and is working with the Speaker's office. Even though the
language states intent, at this time staff recommends that the Board adopt a support
position on AB 1532.
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Attachment B
BILL:

AB 1600

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER NORMA TORRES
(D- POMONA)

SUBJECT:

METRO GOLD LINE FOOTHILL CONSTRUCTION AUTORITY
EXTENSION INTO SAN BERNADINO COUNTY

STATUS:

PENDING COMMITTEE REFERRAL

ACTION:

SUPPORT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board support AB 1600 which would allow the Metro Gold
Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority to plan, design and construct the Foothill
Extension into San Bernardino County.
ISSUE
Current law establishes the Metro Gold Line Authority Foothill Extension Construction
Authority to develop a light rail line from the City of Los Angeles to the Cities of
Pasadena and Claremont. It also allows for the authority to accept grants, fees, and
allocation from state, local agencies, and private entities. In addition, Metro is required
to assume the operation of the project upon the dissolution of the Authority. The
sponsors of the project ultimately plan to extend the project to Montclair in the County of
San Bernardino.
PROVISIONS
AB 1600 would:
• Define the Foothill Extension of the Metro Gold Line as extending to Montclair in
the County of San Bernardino.
• Authorize the existing Construction Authority to carry out its current roles and
responsibilities for the project which would extend into San Bernardino.
• Maintain the requirement that Metro operate all of the completed phases of the
project, including the segment in San Bernardino County.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This legislation would have no impact on safety at the agency.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT
This legislation has no immediate financial impact to the agency, however, the capital
and operating costs of this segment have not been identified. The Board would have to
take subsequent action to address the financing of the extension.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
The existing Foothill Extension project is defined as running between Los Angeles and
Claremont solely in Los Angeles County. The authorization of the existing construction
authority is limited to that project definition and therefore its authority is limited to Los
Angeles County. The project's sponsors however ultimately intend on constructing the
project to Montclair in San Bernardino County. This would require a change in both the
project definition in state law and the authorization of the authority to plan and construct
the project in San Bernardino County.
AB 1600 would modify the existing construction authority statute to both define the
project as extending to Montclair and allow the construction authority to carry out its
roles and responsibilities in San Bernardino County. Additionally AB 1600 maintains the
requirement that Metro operate the line once it is extended.
As noted earlier, funding for the final project has not been secured and will be subject to
future decisions of the Metro Board. Passage of AB 1600 into law does not preclude the
need to have a Memorandum of Understanding and related agreements between Metro
and the Construction Authority and also between the Counties of Los Angeles and San
Bernardino. These agreements would be required to resolve the various future funding
issues with this segment.
Metro is working with the construction authority on the various phases of the project and
staff believes it would be appropriate at this time to support this legislation. Staff
recommends that the Board adopt a support position on AB 1600.
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Attachment C
BILL:

AB 1706

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MIKE ENG
(D- MONTERREY PARK)

SUBJECT:

BUS AXLE VEHICLE WEIGHT ISSUE

STATUS:

PENDING COMMITTEE REFERRAL

ACTION:

SUPPORT WORK WITH AUTHOR

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board adopt a support work with author position on AB 1706
which would amend current law and increase current vehicle weight limits.
ISSUE
Current law establishes weight limits for various types of vehicles using our road
systems. This law has not been amended since the Federal Surface Transportation
Law, ISTEA, was adopted in 1991.
Various rules and regulations like the addition of clean fuels, ADA requirements as well
as safety and security systems have added to the weight of our buses such that there is
currently no bus manufactured that can meet the weight requirements. AB 1706 would
update state law to address the current bus weights operating in our state.
PROVISIONS
This bill has intent language. Metro staff, in partnership with California Transit
Association, are working with the author on amendments that would update the weight
limits to conform with the current weight of buses.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This will have no impact on safety because the bill will update the law on the current
weight of our buses.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
Failure to pass this bill could have substantial impacts to our agency if our fleet is found
to not conform with current law.
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IMPACT ANALYSIS
Existing law, which establishes weight limits dates back to Federal legislation passed
over 10 years ago. State law also establishes weight limits for specified vehicles. Since
that time, various state and federal requirements as well as new safety and security
concerns have led to developments in the bus industry. These changes have caused
confusion in state law in particular, relative to the allowable limits of vehicles.
The transit bus industry has evolved significantly since the passage of the original
weight limits. These changes include improvements due to regulations such as
mandates to use clean fuels, the components of which contribute significantly to a
vehicle's weight. Additionally, various security and safety requirements such as graffiti
and vandalism resistant materials improve the safety and security on a vehicle, but
contribute to its weight.
Metro staff, in partnership with California Transit Association and our Municipal
Operators are working with the author to amend current law to prevent future violations
and reflect existing bus weight conditions.
Staff recommends that the Board adopt a support work with author position on AB 1706.
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Attachment D
BILL:

AB 2147

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER GIL CEDILLO
(D-LOS ANGELES)

SUBJECT:

RED LIGHT PHOTO ENFORCEMENT

STATUS:

PENDING COMMITTEE REFERRAL

ACTION:

SUPPORT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board adopt a support position on AB 2147 which would
clarify red-light photo enforcement procedures and guidelines.
ISSUE
Current law through the Rail Traffic Safety Enforcement Act authorizes the
establishment of "automated rail crossing enforcement systems" with the intent of
reducing the number of rail-related traffic accidents. Metro's current red-light photo
enforcement program has successfully reduced the number of incidents at rail and
busway crossings. Metro's current red-light photo enforcement program is active along
the Metro Blue, Gold and Orange Lines. Additional cameras will be added along the
Expo Line, Orange Line Phase II, and Crenshaw Line as they open. The legislation
addresses the Court's jurisdiction in enforcement of red-light camera violations.
PROVISIONS
The bill has intent language; however, Metro is preparing amendments to the bill to
include provisions that would:
• Seek to separate rail transit and busway photo enforcement programs from the
more general traffic enforcement programs;
• Create greater accountability by enforcing violations through clarifying the courts'
jurisdiction;
• Create greater accountability by assigning penalties for evasion by tying red-light
traffic violations to vehicle's Department of Motor Vehicles registration;
• Require traffic enforcement operators to develop uniform guidelines for screening
and issuing violations;
• Require traffic enforcement operators to maintain control and supervision of
vendors of photo enforcement equipment or monitoring services; and
• Support operation of red-light photo enforcement that has a proven track record
of increasing safety and preventing accidents at rail transit and bus right-of-ways.
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DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This bill will have a positive effect on safety along at-grade rail crossings and busways.
Metro-sponsored demonstrations in 2010 have shown a significant reduction in
violations along the Metro Blue Line and Orange Line. This is a clear indicator that a
sound traffic enforcement program is necessary to maintaining the standard and culture
of safety in the entire Metro transit system. The red-light photo enforcement has two
key goals:
1) Creating safe intersections for rail and bus operators, drivers, and the public; and
2) Significantly reducing the accidents caused by the number of drivers who choose
to ignore traffic signals at rail and busway crossings.
Approval of this recommended position on AB 2147 will significantly impact the safety of
Metro operators and patrons. Reducing the number of accidents related to violations at
rail and busway crossings is directly correlated to a reduction in accident-related claims
and an increase in overall safety on Metro's transit system.
Other mitigation measures have been taken in conjunction with the red-light photo
enforcement program along various rail lines to reduce the number of incidents
including active signaling and gate installation.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
Failure to enact this legislation can have an adverse effect on Metro's current red-light
photo enforcement program by increasing the risk for accident related claims.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
Metro staff has been working with Assemblyman Cedillo to address the issue of photo
enforcement and the jurisdiction of courts in enforcing the violations. Metro's photo
enforcement program reduces the accidents that result from illegal turns across train
tracks and bus lanes.
Staff is concerned that without strong enforcement at rail transit and bus crossings
through the use of photo enforcement equipment, there will be an increase in the
number of violations and a subsequent increase in accidents at gated and non-gated
crossings. Metro's current red light program has successfully reduced the number of
incidents at rail and bus crossings.
Metro has been evaluating the effectiveness of its program including signage, outreach
and state law relating to our program. Staff has identified changes to law that will
strengthen our program and ensure that citations issued through this program are
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enforced. These changes will improve the operation of our program and ensure that it
continues to ensure safety at transit crossings.
AB 2147 is sponsored by Metro and is included as a component in our 2012 State
Legislative program. Staff recommends that the Board approve a SUPPORT position
on AB 2147.
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Attachment E
BILL:

AB 2245

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAMERON SMYTH
(D- MONTERREY PARK)

SUBJECT:

EXEMPTION OF SPECIFIED BICYCLE LANES FROM THE
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT(CEQA)

STATUS:

PENDING REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE

ACTION:

SUPPORT WORK WITH AUTHOR

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors adopt a support work with author position
on AB 2245 which would exempt bike lanes from the CEQA process.
ISSUE
The construction of a bicycle lane is generally exempt from CEQA except when it
involves restriping or similar improvements to a roadway. Cities routinely engage in
extensive analysis of the roadway when determining to install a bicycle lane so the full
CEQA process could be considered unnecessary in these circumstances.
PROVISIONS
Currently, AB 2245 includes general language regarding the exemption. Metro staff is
working with the author and bicycle advocates to develop specific language providing
the full exemption.
AB 2245 would:
• Exempt a certain class of bicycle lane projects that require restriping of a street.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This measure will not impact safety.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
This measure may reduce the cost of implementing bicycle lanes by reducing staff costs
in preparing environmental analyses.
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IMPACT ANALYSIS
Cities have continued to expand their bicycle lane networks. Additionally, mandates to
reduce vehicle miles travelled will further require cities to expand opportunities to use
modes other than the single occupant vehicle.
The construction of bicycle lane in the roadway is generally exempt from CEQA.
However, when the bicycle lane requires restriping then some level of environmental
review is required under CEQA. The decision to construct a bicycle lane is made by the
transportation department of a city and undergoes analysis by the city so additional
review through the CEQA process is redundant.
Expanding the current exemption that allows bicycle lanes to be constructed in a
roadway to also include bicycle lanes that also require restriping will facilitate the
implementation of bicycle lanes in Los Angeles County. Staff recommends that the
board adopt a support work with author position on AB 2245.
AB 2245 is sponsored by Metro and is included as a component in our 2012 State
Legislative program. Staff recommends that the Board approve a support work with
author position on AB 2245.
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Attachment F
BILL:

AB 2405

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BOB BLUMENFIELD
(D- LOS ANGELES)

SUBJECT:

USE OF METRO EXPRESS LANES BY ALTERNATIVE FUEL
VEHICLES

STATUS:

PENDING REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE

ACTION:

OPPOSE

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board oppose AB 2405 which would authorize alternative
fuel vehicles to use the Express Lanes free of charge regardless of the number of
occupants in the vehicle.
ISSUE
Last year, state law regulating the use of the High Occupancy Vehicle(HOV)lanes by
alternative fuel vehicles was modified to eliminate the ability of hybrid vehicles
(previously yellow stickers) to use the HOV lanes regardless of the number of
occupants. Instead, a newer class of alternative fuel vehicles (now white and green
stickers) were authorized to use the HOV lanes regardless of occupancy. That law
exempted Metro's Express Lanes project and therefore excluded alternative fuel
vehicles from the Express Lanes.
PROVISIONS
AB 2405 would:
• Repeal the provision that excludes alternative fuel vehicles from Metro's Express
Lanes and, therefore, allow alternative fuel vehicles to use the lanes free of
charge regardless of occupancy.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This measure will not impact safety.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT
Staff are currently assessing the use of the HOV lanes by these vehicles now and this
will provide some scale as to both the congestion that would be caused but also the
potential toll revenue that would not be received.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
AB 2405 will allow alternative fuel vehicles, regardless of the number of occupants to
access the Express Lanes without the fee that would required of vehicles with a similar
number of occupants.
Last year, state law regulating the use of the High Occupancy Vehicle(HOV)lanes by
alternative fuel vehicles was modified to eliminate the ability of hybrid vehicles
(previously yellow stickers) to use the HOV lanes regardless of the number of
occupants. Instead, a newer class of alternative fuel vehicles(now white and green
stickers), was authorized to use the HOV lanes regardless of occupancy. Metro staff
sought an exemption in that legislation which excluded all alternative fuel vehicles from
Metro's Express Lanes project while allowing full use of the remainder of the HOV lanes
in Los Angeles County. AB 2405 would remove that exception and therefore allow the
new class of vehicles to use the Express Lanes without paying any required fee.
Staff's original concern, and the reason we sought the exemption in the first place, was
based on the need to maintain maximum flexibility in the management of the lanes. This
flexibility is needed to maintain a speed attractive to potential toll payers. Allowing
alternative fuel vehicles in the Express Lanes will limit the availability of the lanes to
persons wishing to pay a toll. Additionally, Metro has developed a program that
responds to equity concerns in these corridors. Allowing an alternative fuel vehicle into
the lane without a fee could run counter to the concerns because a person of modest
means may pay to use the lane while the owner of an alternative fuel vehicle uses the
lane for free.
Generally speaking, Metro's Express Lanes provides a unique opportunity to test
congestion pricing of value pricing in Los Angeles County. The program allowed Metro
to access $210 million in federal transit funding while testing an innovative
transportation management tool for one year. During this demonstration program Metro
will evaluate the effectiveness of the lanes and impacts on the movement in the entire
corridor. The project must comply with the agreement with the United States of
Department of Transportation and with the state legislation authorizing this program.
The federal agreement and the state legislation proscribe conditions under which the
lanes must operate but also include reports that must be provided upon completion of
the demonstration period. After the demonstration period, staff will be able to evaluate
the feasibility of allowing alternative fuel vehicles to use the lanes in the context of the
overall performance of the system.
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Staff recommends that the board continue its position of not allowing alternative fuel
vehicles in the Express Lanes at least for the one year demonstration period. After that
period, Metro is required to provide a detailed report on the performance of the lanes
and this will allow us to make a determination about the long-term use of the Express
Lanes by alternative fuel vehicles. Staff therefore recommends that the Board of
Directors adopt an oppose position on the legislation. However, ensure that the reports
required pursuant to the federal agreement and state legislation fully evaluate the
feasibility of allowing alternative fuel vehicles to use the lanes after the demonstration
period.
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Attachment G
BILL:

AB 2240

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER BONNIE LOWENTHATL
(D- LONG BEACH)

SUBJECT:

METRO PROCUREMENT PROCESSES

STATUS:

PENDING REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE

ACTION:

SUPPORT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors adopt a support position on AB 2240
related to Metro's procurement process.
ISSUE
State law created Metro and establishes various laws relating to our procurement
process. Many of these laws are outdated, create unnecessary burdens on our agency
and are addressed by other provisions in state law relating to all government agencies.
AB 2440 will rectify many of these issues and improve our ability to efficiently deliver
transportation projects to this county.
PROVISIONS
AB 2240 would:
• Increase the small purchase threshold to be consistent with changes in federal
procurement regulations.
• Increase the upper limit of expenditure when 3 bids are required from $100,000
to $150,000.
• Repeal the Metro specific prequalification process which would then place Metro
under a statewide prequalification process used by other government agencies.
• Repeal the Metro specific change order process.
• Clarify Metro's design build authority to allow the use of a best-value criteria
rather than price, and, shorten the period under which a solicitation must be
advertised in a newspaper of general circulation
• Authorize the Board to delegate to the CEO the decision to use design build
rather than bringing that decision to the Board.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This measure will not impact safety.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT
This measure could have a positive financial benefit to this agency by reducing staff
costs in the processing of procurements.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
Metro's procurement process is subject to various provisions both specific to Metro and
to those that apply to all government agencies. This process has been analyzed by
experts in the field and recommendations have been made by these experts which
would improve Metro's statutes and process while still providing appropriate oversight
and safeguards. In many cases, state laws that apply to other government entities
provide similar protections and guidance on the processing of procurements. AB 2440
would incorporate many of those changes and allow Metro to efficiently deliver
transportation project to our county. The following summarizes the specific changes.
Small Purchase Threshold Increase
This change would increase the threshold required for sealed bidding to $150,000 to
match a similar increase in the federal threshold effective Oct. 1, 2010 and allow Metro
to take advantage of the streamlining opportunities offered by its federal funding
partners. This change also modifies the upper limit when three bids are required on
certain small purchases.
Prequalification
State law, that applies only to Metro, requires prequalification of all its potential
contractors. Other sections of state law include general authority for prequalification
which applies to all public entities. Removing the Metro specific law would reduce the
burden on prospective bidders of having to comply with requirements unique to our
agency.
Change Orders
State law imposes a requirement unique to Metro that change orders on construction
contracts must be reviewed by both County Counsel and an internal audit. This stature
is unique to LACMTA and imposes a requirement which staff feels is unwarranted.
Metro is subject to various audits both internal and external. Additionally, state law also
requires the CEO to establish an independent procurement department. These
requirements as well as other changes in the agency have made this provision
obsolete.
Best Value in Design Build Contracts
State law includes a specific provision that authorizes Metro to use Design Build
contracting. The changes to this section will allow Metro to use best value instead of just
price; allow the decision to use design build to be delegated to staff rather than having
to bring the decision to the board; allow for a more flexible process for identifying
subcontractors and reduce the advertising period for smaller design build procurements.
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Using low bid as a criterion for a contract which is solely for construction is reasonable.
Design build contracts involve a more subjective decision when factoring in the
experience and capabilities of an engineering firm. The limitation on using just price
precludes Metro from taking other factors into consideration and could limit the quality of
these contracts.
With respect to subcontractors, this bill will provide that subcontractors for the
construction phase of a Metro design build contract may be listed after completion of
design and bidding, by the design builder, of the construction part of the project. This is
similar to language that applies to the California State University. The Subletting and
Subcontracting Fair Practices Act requires that all subcontractors performing more than
%2% of a proposed bid must be listed in the bid. In a design build contract, construction
subcontractors are typically not chosen at the time of bid because the design that would
allow the design builder to solicit bids for subcontracts doesn't exist.
State law also requires that the Board of Directors make the decision to use design
build rather than delegating that authority to staff. This adds months to a procurement
process as staff must first seek Board authority to use design build prior to initiating an
individual procurement. Staff suggests that this is somewhat of a technical decision and
would be appropriate to be determined by staff.
The statute is also changed to shorten the advertising time for smaller design build
contracts under $10 million from 60 days to 10 days.
Combined, these changes will improve Metro's procurement process and improve our
ability to efficiently deliver transportation projects to our region. Furthermore, these
changes have been reviewed and recommended by various studies and will make
Metro's process similar to those at other agencies.
Staff recommends that the Board adopt a support position on AB 2440. AB 2440 is
sponsored by MTA and is included as a component in our 2012 State Legislative
program.
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Attachment H
BILL:

AB 2477

AUTHOR:

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MARTIN GARRICK
(R- CARLSBAD)

SUBJECT:

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE VIDEO EVENT RECORDERS

STATUS:

PENDING COMMITTEE REFERRAL

ACTION:

SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board support with amendments position AB 2477 which
would clarify state law specific to video event recording equipment in vehicles.
ISSUE
Federal regulations and state law prohibits the placement of objects in the windshield of
commercial vehicles but provides exemptions for certain items including video event
recorders. The federal regulations and state law have not conformed to each other.
AB 2477 will bring state law into conformity with the federal regulations.
PROVISIONS
AB 2477 would:
• Provide an exemption allowing the placement of video event recorders in a
specified area of a windshield in conformance with federal regulations.
• Specify that the California Highway Patrol is authorized to grant the exemption
concurrent to the implementation of the federal regulations.
• Require that the employee be allowed an opportunity to view a recording if a
request has been submitted within 90 days of a recording being created.

IMPACT ANALYSIS
AB 2477 has been introduced to bring federal regulations and state law into conformity
regarding the placement of video event recorders in buses. Metro equips its bus fleet
with video event recorders and these devices have been very useful in addressing
safety and security issues on our system. The federal regulations that include an
exemption allowing for the placement of these systems requires regular re-enactment
by the Federal government and this re-enactment has not always coincided with the
expiration of the regulations. This has caused the California Highway Patrol to
determine that the systems are not in conformance should the federal regulations lapse.
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AB 2477 would clarify those provisions and ensure that the state law conforms to the
Federal regulations.
AB 2477 also includes language that requires that an employee be allowed an
opportunity to view a recording if a request has been submitted within 90 days of a
recording being created. This section is problematic in that it is infeasible for recordings
to be stored for 90 days. Metro has instituted a practice that makes recordings
available for review based on the availability of the recordings and this generally
coincides with an incident being identified on a vehicle.
Staff recommends that this section be amended to reflect current practice by stating that
employees shall only be allowed to view recordings that are available based on the
policy of the agency.
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Attachment
BILL:

SB 1225

AUTHOR:

SENATOR ALEX PADILLA
(D- PACOIMA)

SUBJECT:

PACIFIC SURFLINER/LOSSAN LOCAL CONTROLS

STATUS:

PENDING REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE

ACTION:

SUPPORT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board support SB 1225 which would provide a local control
mechanism of Amtrak's Pacific Surfliner Corridor.
ISSUE
The transportation agencies along the Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail
Corridor have held extensive discussions regarding the creation of a local control
mechanism for Amtrak's Pacific Surfliner Corridor from San Diego to San Luis Obispo.
This effort would enhance the success of this rail corridor, improve the customer
experience, and create synergy among all the transportation providers in the region.
This effort is modeled on the success of the Capitol Corridor line in Northern California
PROVISIONS
SB 1225 currently includes intent language stating the Legislature's intent to create a
local control mechanism. Metro staff, in partnership with the LOSSAN corridor member
agencies, is working with the author on amendments that would establish that entity.
SB 1225 would:
• Authorize that a local authority may be formed for the state intercity rail route.
• Require that the Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing would make
a determination that a local authority would result in administrative to operating
cost reductions and may authorize Caltrans to enter into an Interagency Transfer
Agreement(ITA) to transfer those administrative functions. The ITA between
Caltrans and the local authority would detail the terms and transfer of
administrative responsibility from state to the local authority;
• Require the allocations of operation funds to the local authority on an annual
basis;
• Authorize the local authority to contract with a member agency or independent
agency for administrative purposes.
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• Require that the ITA be executed on or before December 31, 2013, for an initial
period of five years.
• Require that the level of service funded by the state shall in no case be less than
the current number of intercity round trips operated in a corridor and serving the
end points currently served by intercity rail corridor.
DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT
This will have no impact on safety.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
The Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency(LOSSAN) member
agencies may have initial costs, but it is too early at this time to determine how much in
the transition from the state management structure to the local government
management structure.
IMPACT ANALYSIS
The Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency(LOSSAN)also
known as Amtrak's Pacific Surfliner Corridor, carries more than 2.6 million intercity
passengers each year along its 351-mile corridor. Together, with more than six million
commuter passengers using either Metrolink or COASTER, it is one of the busiest
passenger rail corridors in the nation and Amtrak's second busiest corridor.
The LOSSAN corridor parallels two of Southern California's most heavily congested
freeways, Interstate 5 and Highway 101. The line has the potential to increase mobility,
relieve congestion and improve regional transportation in a corridor which includes San
Diego, Orange County, Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo
counties.
All the transportation agencies that comprise the corridor have engaged in extensive
discussions regarding the establishment of a local control mechanism for this line. Just
like the successful Capitol Corridor, the transportation agencies along the LOSSAN
corridor have reached a consensus on the importance of locally governed management
which will enhance the success of this line, improve the customer experience, and
create synergy among all the transportation providers in the region. Metro staff is
working closely with all the stakeholders along this corridor on final language for the bill
and we expect these discussions to conclude soon.
Staff recommends that the Board adopt a support work with author position on SB 1225.
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