I Revised Motion by Directors Najarian, Dubois, OYConnor,and Knabe

I

February 16,2012

Measure R Regional Funds "Alignment" Motion
In 2008 Measure R was passed by voters to move transportation projects forward to
improve mobility throughout Los Angeles County through specific transit and highway
projects. Not every subregion was the beneficiary of a major transit project and some
sub region transit projects are included only in the 3rddecade of Measure R.
In an effort to "balance the scales," between "transit" and "highway" projects subregional
Measure R funds were allocated to provide equity to those cities/subregions that did not
have major transit projects included in the ordinance or were included only in the latter
decades.
To further balance these scales, we believe that cities/subregions applying for current
and future Call for Projects should be allowed to use these highway "equity funds" as a
local match for future Call-for-Projects, as is currently the case with Prop A and C local
funds.
Measure R Highway "equity funds" are local sales tax funds and should not be included
in any current or contemplated MTA policy, (a) which places restrictions on state and
federal funds for Call for Projects match, or (b) would impose MTA-policy requirements
not anticipated in the legislative intent of the 2008 Measure R; as they were specifically
assigned to those subregions for transportation and mobility improvement purposes.
The information requested at the January 2012 Planning and Programming Committee
is included in Attachment A.

WE, THEREFORE, MOVE:
I. That Measure R highway "equity" funds shall be allowed to be used as a source

of local match for future Call for Projects applications;
2. That Measure R regional funding categories be brought into alignment with the

same guidelines used with Propositions A and C as reflected in the last
paragraph of this Motion; and
3. MTA staff shall integrate this Measure R Highway subfund policy into the Call for
Projects process, and will advise the Board in April on how this policy is
integrated into the Call and on initiating the 2013 Call for Projects process.
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TO:
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FROM:

MARTHA WELBORNE, FAlA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, COUNTYWIDE PLANNING

SUBJECT:

MEASURE R REGIONAL FUNDS "ALIGNMENT" MOTION
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ISSUE
At the January 18, 2012 Planning and Programming meeting, Directors Najarian,
Dubois, O'Connor and Knabe agendized a motion to allow Measure R Highway
"equity" (subregional) funds to be used as a source of local match for future Call
for Projects applications. Questions arose as to the source of these funds, types
of eligible projects, and a list of approved projects currently being funded. This
Board Box provides the requested information.

DISCUSSION
The Measure R Highway Subfund approved by the Los Angeles County voters in
2008 included Highway Operational Improvement projects for the Arroyo
Verdugo ($170 million), and Las VirgenesIMalibu ($175 million) Subregions as
well as Ramp and Interchange Improvements for the 1-405, 1-110, 1-105 and
SR-91 in the South Bay ($906 million), 1-605 Corridor "Hot Spot" Interchanges
($590 million), BNSF Grade Separations ($35 million) and 1-710 South andlor
Early Action projects ($590 million) in the Gateway Cities. To clarify the definition
of Operational and Rampllnterchange Improvements, we formed a Highway
Advisory Committee. Representativesfrom each Council of Governments, City
and County of Los Angeles and Caltrans composed the Committee which met six
times. The work of the Committee was incorporated into the 2009 Long Range
Transportation Plan approved by the Board in October 2009.
With regard to the definition clarification for Operational and Rampllnterchange
Improvements, the Committee requested as much flexibility as possible.
Therefore, both Soundwalls (which are not eligible for the Call for Projects) and
Bike Lanes are eligible for up to 20% of the funds in the Arroyo Verdugo, Las
VirgenesIMalibu and South Bay subregions. Additionally, intersection and street
widening projects on roadways generally within a one-mile corridor of a State

highway are also eligible. Other types of eligible projects include, but are not
limited to park and ride facilities, turnouts, safety improvements (also not eligible
for the Call for Projects) that reduce incident delay to name a few. Attachment A
lists the types of Board approved eligible projects.
To receive Measure R Highway Operational lmprovement funds, each subregion
must submit an approved project list for a nexus analysis prior to Board
consideration. The Board approved five-year implementation plans for the
Arroyo Verdugo, Las Virgenes Malibu and South Bay Subregions. These
approved project lists are included in Attachment B. To date, project lists have
not been approved for the 1-605 Corridor "Hot Spots" Interchanges, BNSF Grade
Separations and 1-710 South andlor Early Action projects in the Gateway Cities.
Call for Proiects
Given that Measure R funds are a relatively new funding source, there has been
no prior Board direction on the use of Measure R Highway sub-regional funds in
the Call for Projects process. In the 2011 Call for Projects, we restricted these
funds from being used as local match since subregional dollars were not
available in all subregions. (Local match consists of a minimum required match
and an optional "overmatch" that can be awarded up to 10 points based on a
sliding scale).
As a policy decision, the Board has discretion to allow Measure R Highway subregional funds to be used as local match for the Call for Projects as long as the
project being considered is 1) eligible for Measure R Highway sub-fund money;
and 2) eligible to compete in one of the Call for Projects modal categories. It
should be noted that Measure R Highway sub-regional funds are a different
funding source than Measure R Local Return funds. Measure R Local Return
funds are currently eligible as local match in the Call.
NEXT STEPS

Based on Board direction, we will incorporate changes to future Call for Projects
applications and return to the Board in April for Board consideration of initiating
the 2013 Call for Projects process.
ATTACHMENTS
A. Project Eligibility for Highway Operational lmprovement and
Rampllnterchange Improvements
B. Approved Project List for Arroyo Verdugo, Las VirgenesIMalibu, and South
Bay Subregions

ATTACHMENT A

Clarification on Proiect Eligibility for Highway Operational
lmprovement and Rampllnterchan~elmprovements
The intent of a Measure R Highway Operational lmprovement is to improve traffic
flow in an existing State Highway corridor by reducing congestion and operational
deficiencies at spot locations that do not significantly expand the design capacity of
the system and are intended to address recurrent congestion. In addition to those
eligible projects on the State Highway System, for Measure R, projects located on
primary roadways located generally within a one mile corridor of any State
Highway, including principal arterials, minor arterials, and key collector
roadways, will be considered eligible for Operational lmprovements and for ramp
and interchange improvements. Examples of eligible improvement projects include:
interchange modifications (but not to accommodate traffic volumes that are
significantly larger than the existing facilities were designed for);
ramp modifications (acceleration - decelerationlweaving);
auxiliary lanes for merging or weaving between adjacent interchanges;
curve corrections/improve alignment;
signals andlor intersection improvements;
two-way left-turn lanes;
intersection and street widening;
traffic signal upgrade1timinglsynchronization;
traffic surveillance;
channelization;
Park and Ride facilities;
turnouts;
shoulder wideninglimprovement;
safety improvements that reduce incident delay.
Up to 20% of the Arroyo Verdugo and Las VirgeneslMalibu Subregions'
Operational lmprovement dollars may be used for soundwalls and bike lanes.
Other projects could be considered on a case-by-case basis as long as a nexus
to State Highway Operational lmprovements can be shown.
*Balded words reflect Committee's input

ATTACHMENT B

Arroyo Verdugo Subregion Measure R Highway Operational Improvements
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Las VirgeneslMalibu Subregion Measure R Highway Operational Improvements
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* In Feb 2011, Board approved $21 miilionforTorrance Transit Center Project but project was determinedto be only eligible for $18.1 million funding with remaining $2.9 million funds to go towards previously
approved Torrance contingency project. Projec
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