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Goal 7

Secure possible Homeland Safety and Security funding from the
Department of Homeland Security
proposed activities:
>	Support increased funding for improved safety and security systems on Metro bus and rail
facilities and Municipal Bus Operators’ bus facilities. These funds are available through
competitive grants issued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security; and
>	Work to encourage Congress to provide robust funding for federal transportation security
grants to be allocated by the Federal Transit Administration and not the Transportation Security
Administration.

Goal 8
Additional Priorities:
>	Aggressively advocate for the renewal of the alternative fuels excise tax credit, which expired on
December 31, 2011;
>	Work to extend the commuter tax benefit to remain at $230 per month for transit users;
>	Work with the Southern California Regional Transit Training Consortium on its FY2013 legislative
efforts to obtain federal funds to streamline bus maintenance training for alternative fuel buses;
>	Work to support initiatives in Congress that seek to strengthen our commitment to a Drug and
Alcohol Free Workplace Program;
>	Work to ensure that the upcoming transportation authorization bill, or any other relevant
legislation, clarifies that ferryboat miles between mainland Los Angeles and Catalina Island are
counted for purposes of Los Angeles County’s annual apportionment from the Section 5307
Urbanized Area Formula Program (UAFP);

2012 Federal Legislative Program

>	Work to support legislation that would allow public transit agencies to use a portion of their
federal transit funding for day-to-day operating expenses;
>	Work with the U.S. Department of Transportation to permit the use of federal transportation
funds for noise abatement purposes (soundwalls) on highways;
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>	Work to secure federal funds to advance Metro’s bicycle program, including but not limited to,
bike stations near our transit stations; and
>	Work to delegate NEPA authority for transit projects.

In 2011, Metro (Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority) expanded its
advocacy in support of America Fast Forward – an innovative campaign to advance federal
legislative proposals that will accelerate the construction of over two dozen transit and
highway projects across Los Angeles County.

Contacts:
Raffi Haig Hamparian
Government Relations
213.922.3769
hamparianr@metro.net

Marisa Yeager
Government Relations
213.922.2262
yeagerm@metro.net
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In 2012, the second session of the 112th Congress may adopt a surface transportation
bill. Metro will continue working with Members of the House and Senate, the Executive
Branch and key transportation stakeholders to advocate in support of the innovative
ﬁnancial tools embedded in America Fast Forward. These ﬁnancial tools, which have
historically garnered bi-partisan support, will enable Metro to strengthen the economy
and get hundreds of thousands of Los Angeles County residents back to work. Metro will
continue advocating for federal funds for worthwhile mobility projects and programs
within Los Angeles County. Metro will also continue to foster a collaborative environment
with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation.
2012 is going to be an exciting year for Metro, as we are slated to initiate service on both
a light rail line (Exposition Light Rail Project) and expand our bus rapid system (Metro
Orange Line). Throughout the coming year, Metro will continue to aggressively move
forward on highway, light and heavy rail and bus projects and programs, to ensure more
mobility for the 10 million people who live, work and play in Los Angeles County.

2012 Federal Legislative Program
Goal 1

Pursue legislative initiatives that promote the America Fast Forward program
proposed activities:
>	Seek the adoption into law of legislation and/or legislative provisions that will create a Qualified
Transportation Improvement Bond Program or similar bond program that provides a significant
interest rate subsidy for worthwhile transportation projects and expand and enhance the
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program. The TIFIA program
provides Federal credit assistance in the form of direct loans, loan guarantees and standby lines of
credit to finance surface transportation projects of national and regional significance. Our agency
is seeking to increase the amount appropriated for TIFIA from $115 million to $1 billion annually,
which is the amount outlined in Senator Boxer’s MAP-21 proposal released on November 9, 2011.

Goal 2

Work to advance the Regional Connector and Westside Extension – through
the Federal New Starts Program while concurrently and consistent with
Board policy, endeavor to identify non-New Starts Federal Funding for the
Gold Line Foothill Extension and Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor
proposed activities:
>	Work with our Congressional Delegation, transportation leaders in the House and Senate and the
U.S. Department of Transportation to move the Regional Connector and the Westside Extension
formally into the New Starts program. We are seeking to ensure that both projects are funded in
the President’s Fiscal Year 2013 Budget and detailed in the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
Fiscal Year 2013 New Starts Report.
>	Parallel to this effort, we will continue to aggressively seek non-New Starts federal funding
including, but not limited to funds made available through a prospective grant opportunities
(TIGER), second stimulus package, or surface transportation authorization bill.

Goal 4

Work with Metrolink and regional transportation agencies to support the
application of federal funds for positive train control to significantly improve
the safety of commuter rail service in Los Angeles County and adjoining
counties and address federal legislation related to Metrolink’s legal liability
proposed activities:
>	Work in close cooperation with U.S. Senators Feinstein, Boxer, members of the Los Angeles
County Congressional Delegation and other key congressional stakeholders to ensure that rail
safety provisions included in H.R. 2095 (which was signed into law on October 16, 2008) is
aggressively implemented by the U.S. Department of Transportation. Among the important
provisions in this new law is a mandate to implement Positive Train Control on all commuter and
freight rail providers by, at the very latest, 2015. The law provided an authorization of $50 million
annually to fund the implementation of Positive Train Control systems nationwide.

Goal 5

Secure funding in the fy2013 Transportation, Treasury and Housing and
Urban Development Appropriations bill
proposed activities:
>	Work in close coordination with officials at the U.S. Department of Transportation, Members
of Congress, California State Legislature, Board Members, local officials and all other interested
parties to secure preliminary engineering funds for the Regional Connector and the Westside
Extension;
>	Work to secure non-New Starts federal funding for the Gold Line Foothill Extension and the
Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor;
>	Work to secure robust funding for the federal highway and transit program;

Goal 3

Pursue legislative priorities as Congress acts to authorize a new surface
transportation bill following the expiration of SAFETEA-LU
proposed activities:
>	In order to increase the amount of programmatic and project funds derived by us through
SAFETEA-LU ($3.8 billion), Government Relations has worked to generate a set of consensus
principles that has been used as a guide as members of California’s Congressional Delegation and
members of House and Senate authorizing committees continue consideration of a new surface
transportation bill.
>	We will continue to aggressively encourage authorizers in the House and Senate to adopt a bill
that includes robust funding increases, particularly for the New Starts program, the Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality Program, reform of the rail modernization program, a strong goods
movement program, High Speed Rail, creative public private initiatives, and other federal
programs that benefit our agency.
>	We will continue to regularly visit Capitol Hill to encourage members of the Los Angeles County
Congressional Delegation who serve on Transportation Authorization Committees to advance our
specific project and programmatic priorities.
>	We will continue to strengthen the consensus on reauthorization principles we have generated
with Mobility 21 stakeholders in Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura Counties.
>	We will continue to work cooperatively with local governments, local transit agencies,
community leaders, business owners, organizations, trade associations like the American Public
Transportation Association, transit rider groups, as well as with other transportation agencies
throughout the United States to secure funding for transportation projects and operations in Los
Angeles County in the next reauthorization bill.
>	Work to support the inclusion of a provision in the authorization bill that would allow public
transit agencies to use a portion of their federal transit funding for day-to-day operating expenses.

>	Work to secure Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants that
were funded through the FY2012 Transportation, Treasury and Housing and Urban Development
appropriations bill;
>	Work to explore opportunities to secure Small Starts/Very Small Starts funding for our agency; and
>	Continue to seek federal funding for priority highway, bus and rail projects.

Goal 6

Pursue, as a top legislative priority, efforts to secure federal funding for a
national freight network program
proposed activities:
>	Continue working with Senator Boxer and members of the Environment and Public Works (EPW)
Committee to support the creation of a National Freight Network Program, as outlined in MAP-21
adopted by the EPW Committee on November 9, 2011.
>	Pursue similar efforts with leaders and members of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee. Work with surrounding counties, pursue federal funding for improved freight
movement from the San Pedro and other Southern California Ports to Southern California and the
surrounding western states. Focus funding priority on highways of national significance, inland
ports and identified freight corridor with an emphasis on congestion relief air quality improvement
and safety.
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